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OPEN SPACES

The customary focus has been kept on maintaining and improving the Open Spaces in
and around the village. Some of this work has been done by contract staff such as the
Parish Warden and Deputy Parish Warden and some by volunteer effort.

Among the many tasks undertaken by the Parish Warden are inspection and repair of
the village greens, play areas, footpaths, allotments and the EPC burial ground. The
Deputy Parish Warden keeps our major and minor roads free of litter - with the prime
focus on the major roads as these generate more litter, presumably by through traffic.

An important addition to the voluntary efforts has been made by pupils from Charles
Kingsley’s School through the school’s Heart of the Community Award scheme. Over
the last year the scheme has focused on the environment as well as helping deserving
people.
Thus we have had
children undertaking
such tasks as litter
picking on Village
Greens and the Burial
Ground; clearing
ditches in the local
lanes, and renovating
the old swing in the
Lower Common Play
area. This has been a
splendid effort.

Open Spaces Volunteers

It has been a remarkable effort which has made a significant impact on the local
environment. The following items describe work which was done by volunteers from
the village as well as local tradesmen donating time and /or resources on occasions.

Great A at Warbrook

Most of the work done on the Great A 2009 was supported by funding from the BBC
Breathing Places programme. As a closing activity, this programme made some final
funding available to groups who had successfully finished their previous activities and




who needed to further promote their Breathing Place. We received funding for a Fun
Day, including free BBQ, treasure hunts, adopt an oak tree and guided tours. This
event was very well attended and all 44 oaks which may be seen down the old drive
were adopted. They have also been given new tree guards recently and cleared of
weeds and brambles.

Part of the funding was to finish clearance of the edges of the drive and make it fit for
mowing. This was done and the ability to control the grass and weeds in the summer
means that the view of Warbrook House down the drive remains constant all year.

A new fence and gate was installed at the entrance just off the A327 roundabout
before Christmas and was looking good before it was vandalised. It was also our
intention to make a small car park but this is currently on hold until DeVere
management have reviewed the site security.

Two hundred ‘in the green’ blue bell bulbs were recently planted by children doing the
work with a little help from their parents. About 20 people turned up and the task was
done in about 20 minutes. The blue bells appear to be thriving and some small flowers
have appeared.

A pond has been dug out in the wet area of the site and now has its own source of
water tapped off a nearby ditch. This area has a number of amphibians and with luck
the pond will encourage a larger population of these creatures.

Lower Common

The first set of play equipment was installed in Lower Common just in time for last
year’s summer holiday. There were just two items, an aerial runway and a climbing
frame. The aerial runway proved to be especially popular as an item for whole family
fun. As well as being lots of fun for our children the play area also turned into a focal
point in the stretched geography of Warbrook Lane, Lower Common and New Mill
Lane. Children and parents had the opportunity to socialise and make new
connections that would have been less likely to have happened when the roads were
mostly used for going somewhere.

This time last year a bid for another £25K had been submitted and after a very long
slow process an award for £4.5K was received to put a Toddler Corner into place. It
was December before the equipment was delivered and the winter months prevented
any installation work. The damp spring kept the site flooded until just before Easter,
but even then the water table was so high that it still prevented progress. However, |
confidently predict that the Toddler’s Corner will be up and running by the time this
newsletter is published. Applications are also in the pipeline for funding for addition
play equipment for the Lower Common site.



PLANNING

The Parish Council is consulted on all householder and major planning applications in
the village. However, there have been some significant changes to the planning
system, recently. Now, potential applicants are advised to consult their neighbours
and the Parish Council before making an application. The idea is that their proposals
can be amended to overcome potential problems before the plans are submitted. This
then allows applications to be processed more quickly.

However, there are still a number of proposals that the Parish Council cannot support.
All the Parish Council’s recommendations are listed, briefly, in the Parish Magazine or
can be seen in full on Hart District Council’s website. It is Hart District Council that
makes the decisions.

There are also, unfortunately, a few cases where planning permission is not sought,
when it should be, or what is being built does not comply with the approved plans or
conditions placed on a planning permission. In these cases, the Parish Council asks
Hart District Council’s Enforcement Team to investigate and take any actions deemed
necessary. Some of these cases may seem trivial, but the test is “What would it be like
if everybody did this?”

Philip Todd

MINERALS PLAN |

You may remember that residents’ views were sought on a number of sites in the
parish that might be thought suitable for gravel extraction at some point in the
future. Following wide-scale local objections and submissions by the landowners,
Hampshire County Council, as Minerals Planning Authority, withdrew two sites in
the heart of the village from its Draft Minerals Plan. Since then, little has been
heard.

In fact, Hampshire County Council decided not to proceed further with its
Minerals Plan until it had secured the lower requirement figures that it needed to
justify its proposals, in the new national Minerals Policy Statement. The total
weight of minerals that Hampshire will be required to produce has not yet been
fixed, but the current indications are that it could be higher than the County
Council believes is either necessary or likely to be produced. The obvious threat is
that the County Council may be forced to look for further extraction sites.

Maybe, a new Government will lower the MPS figures. Who knows?

Philip Todd



A project has been started to control the amount of rhododendron in the woodland
and the walkers who use the footpath through the site to its southern boundary will
have noticed that some clearance has taken place. Bad weather and the onset of bird
nesting time have curtailed this work for the time being.

Church Green

The holly seedlings which were planted in the burial ground hedge adjacent to Church
Green are doing very well. Work has continued to get the hedge at the A327 end of
the burial ground under control as well as the internal hedges at that end. The owner
the land on the other side of the hedge on the southern boundary of the burial ground
had his side of the hedge cut and in addition took out most of the tall growth that
could be reached by his machinery. Volunteers were raring to go to get the burial
ground side finished and make a neat job of the height of the hedge all the way along,
but this winter’s weather prevented much work getting done before the bird nesting
season arrived. It is planned to restart this work in the autumn

Chequers Green

Following an incursion by unwanted visitors in 2008 the vulnerable area adjacent to
The Fielders was blocked off by some huge concrete cubes as a short term measure.
For the long term solution volunteers planted a Hawthorn hedge but there has been a
high failure rate in the planted trees so replacements are needed. There is still an




intention to install telescopic bollards at the entrance off The Fielders to allow access
for authorised vehicles.

Think about giving Open Spaces Volunteering a Trial
The work described above has been supported by a group of 14 Eversley volunteers -
you know who you are and the Parish Council is grateful for your assistance.

Some have been very active across the whole range of activities and some have been
involved in a single task for which they have a particular interest. All of these
contributions have been very gratefully received and all have made a positive
improvement to our village.

The tasks are varied, and volunteers can pick and choose what they do. Volunteers
bring and use their own tools so we don’t have any safety issues. Sessions can be as
long or short as the volunteer wants or has to make it. Sometimes when we hire in
diggers and dumper trucks a few people work a whole day or couple of days but these
are rare and not every one is able to get involved in this sort of work

It is a good chance to get some healthy exercise in a lovely spot; socialise a little and
improve a village asset. There will be plenty to do in the coming months and years so

if you are interested in finding out more please contact this writer. Pete Tidey

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The Parish Council remains committed to the provision of Affordable Housing in the
village. Progress on the scheme mentioned in last years News Letter has been
slower than anticipated at the time. We are working with the Rural Housing
Enabler, Hart DC and Hyde Housing Association towards a successful outcome.

A site has been identified and we are waiting for issues around SPA (Special
Protection Areas) and SANG (Set Against Natural Greenspace) to be resolved
between Hart and the site owner.

In the meantime Hyde Housing Association (HARAH’s developing partner RSL) has
made a bid to HCA (Homes and Community Agency) for the funding of a nine unit
scheme. Hyde is also awaiting confirmation, in writing, from the site owner that the
terms of the sale are agreed and accepted.

Detailed design work on the scheme will start once terms of sale are agreed. When
these designs are available EPC will review the drawings and consult with
parishioners prior to a formal Planning Application being submitted.

STOP PRESS: We learnt on 6th April that the funding request for the nine unit
scheme had been successful! Derek Newman



FLOODING

Monitoring of flooding from surface water i.e. land run off, has continued and is an
ever present necessity. Work by HCC Highways Department at the Marsh Lane/B3272
Junction has minimised the risk of recurrence of the severe flood that was experienced
in July 2007. The new culverts and open ditch coped with the recent heavy rainfall
following the melting snow.

Work by the Parish Council in the Great A and work by residents in Warbrook Lane has
also helped to control the problems that used to be experienced in these localities.

Webb'’s Corner is the exception to progress. Ditch clearance has resulted in less severe
and less frequent flooding. However, the fundamental problem of where to direct
excess water has yet to be answered. Despite constructive meetings with local
residents, the Parish Council and representatives from the Environment Agency the
Agency have failed to follow up. Both the Parish Council and HCC Highways
Department — who would be involved in any reconstruction work — have been badly
let down by an organisation that is unresponsive to anything other than “main river”
problems. We will not, however, let this local problem stay unresolved.

We are having similar difficulties with the other aspect of flooding — that caused by
sewage overflow. Thames Water attends specific incidents but do not respond to
repetitive system failure that indicates need for expenditure. There are three locations
where failure and flooding have been repetitive. They are the B3272 end of Chequers
Lane, The Street and the Mud Lane area of Lower Common.

At the time of writing a permanent solution may have been found in the Mud Lane
case. We are waiting for confirmation that investment by Thames Water has been
successful. We believe, however, that this was forced upon them by a blockage that
could not be cleared and was not a result of repeated pleas to replace an ancient
pipework system. We are also waiting for response from complaints that we and
others have lodged at all conceivable levels on the Chequers Lane system which has
again resulted in potentially contaminated water entering properties and spilling over
onto the road. This is clearly unacceptable.

We believe that the two pumping stations, one in Longwater Road and the other at
the bridge end of The Street are inadequate for purpose. Inability to have effective
communication or a dialogue with Thames Water makes it impossible to confirm this.
Their actions and inactions go unexplained and Hart DC should be more supportive.
When will local authority and utility company personnel learn to serve their customers
and understand that Parish Councillors exist to represent the interests of their



customers? The terms utility provider and civil service appear to have lost their
meaning.

The problem of flooding whether it is from the land or from the sewerage system
remains one of the Parish Council’s biggest challenges. Co-operation from residents
who maintain their ditches is greatly appreciated. Doug Bradley

HIGHWAYS

Regular meetings with the Highways Department of HCC continue though it is pleasing
to be able to record that there appears to be less and less on the agenda as time goes
by. We believe that this is due to the development of a good working relationship.
Thanks in particular are due to the Hart Area Manager, Steve Pellatt, and our local
Manager, Colin Harris.

The changes that were recorded in our report last year were the  GlastonHill
Road/Bramshill Road junction at the A327 and the B3272 (Reading Road) “traffic
improvement scheme”. These changes appear to have won acceptance though traffic
speed through Eversley Centre remains a problem. The introduction of 30 mph limits
throughout the village, part of the HCC “Village 30” scheme, though welcome, does
not seem to have been sufficient deterrent.

Speed and traffic density through The Street also continues to be a problem.

Speed:  The temporary installation of a Speed Indicating Device (SID) in August last
year showed that 15% of the traffic was exceeding 39 mph. This has confirmed the
problem but, unfortunately, has not resulted in a solution. EPC still awaits the raw data
requested in September. We also await response to a request for permanent vehicle
activated signs that was made at the same time. These are matters that continue to
slip through the hands of Hart DC.

Density: We have found that a permanent recording device was installed at the time
of re-surfacing in 2005 — odd that we were never told. Measurements are now
available on request at any time. An update is awaited.

More pleasing, modification to Webb’s Corner to inhibit the Warbrook Lane/St Neot’s
Road “rat run” is reaching the top of the pile of projects at HCC. Preparatory work has
been authorised. The Parish Council gave birth to this project over ten years ago.
Unfortunately this still falls far short of a national record! Doug Bradley



EVERSLEY SPORTS ASSOCIATION

This time last year the clubhouse extension and the new changing block were
complete. ESA was, however having to wait for the playing field grass to develop and
for completion of the infrastructure; the fencing, landscaping and the car park. We are
pleased to be able to report that all is now complete and we have a thriving major
sports complex at the heart of the village.

The seven junior football pitches are being used by thirty regular teams with age levels
from seven to seventeen. Anyone who cares to visit on a Saturday morning, for
example, will see the enthusiasm of these youngsters and will marvel at their skills as
they play in front of proud parents.

The two senior pitches are also in regular use by the Eversley Football Club 1% and 2"
elevens. Success and elevation to higher leagues has necessitated up-grading of the
facilities for both the team players and the spectators.

The playing surfaces under the watchful eye of the Sports Turf Research Institute have
also developed to everyone’s satisfaction. EFC has already won an award for the best
ground facilities in its league and ESA has been nominated for a “Groundsman of the
Year” award.

Cricket has not
lagged behind. The
addition of an
Indoor Training
Centre with four

lanes of cricket
nets that can be
adapted to provide
space enough for
an indoor game has
been a remarkable
achievement. This
was conceived, built
and is in use within
the year.

It has been built to the highest standards and is unique in the south of England even
rivalling the Hampshire County Cricket Club at the Rosebowl.

This facility is now in regular use by Eversley Cricket Club colts and seniors and we can



look forward to the 2010 cricket season when some of the benefits of indoor training
should be seen on the new cricket square.

The indoor training centre has also attracted interest from further afield and use by
other clubs is providing an income for ESA.

Income is also being derived from hiring the extended clubhouse for other forms of
recreation — bridge clubs, art groups, wine tasting, birthday parties and wedding
receptions. The facilities offered by the clubhouse are also meeting with acclaim.

Doug Bradley



COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

At last a bus service!

The number 82 bus takes passengers from Farnborough to Reading station and has
two stops in Eversley. It stops at The Chequers and Warbrook Lane and runs more or
less hourly. We have used the service quite a bit recently especially since both
children are at home from university during the school holidays. It has given them
independence while they have been here and has saved us from frequent journeys by
car to and from Reading collecting them. Although a bit pricey at £5 for a single
journey and £7 return, it has been worth it for saving my time, petrol and so on. My
husband has also used it and for him it is free as he has a bus pass.

Eversley Parish Council has always felt that if a Call and Go service fitted the needs of
our residents, then we would continue to fund it at our usual £500 per year. However
it is used so little by our residents that the cost per journey is just too high to sustain
or justify so we believe that it makes economic sense to suspend payments in the
future.

Yellabus continues to operate but funding from Hampshire County Council is always
only on a guaranteed short term basis and so the form it may take is always under
review. Funding for six months was assured by HCC in December 2009 and current

discussions have centred around Yelabus taking over a revised Call&Go service for
Yateley and Eversley but apparently this will be restricted to a once a week or even
once a fortnight short trip into Fleet.

Now the 82 is providing a good, regular bus service | would urge you to try it as it
deserves to continue. Remember if we don’t use it we could lose it!  Anne Crampton

Stop Press: Eversley Parish Council has arranged with Hampshire County Council for
request stops in the following locations:

e Webbs Corner

e The Chequers

e Centre Stores

e Warbrook House entrance.

Together with Bramshill PC, Eversley PC has also arranged a “Park & Ride” scheme
using a section of the car park at The Hatchgate in Bramshill and hopes to extend this
to include an additional venue in Eversley.



EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL \

Eversley Parish Council is allowed a compliment of eight councillors although it
currently only has six members who have worked tirelessly throughout
2009/10 on various projects, such as enhancing the Great A, devising the
Glaston Hill Road scheme at the A327 junction, upgrading the Lower Common
Play Area and pushing through the B3272 Traffic Management Scheme and
Village 30 with Hampshire’s Highways Department. It is amazing that they
have managed to make so much positive progress whilst also looking after the
day-to-day running of the parish and responding to planning consultations.

One thing the Council has been unable to do is to recruit two further members
which would ease the workload.

If you are interested in joining a lively, positive and successful team, please
contact Brenda Hawken, Clerk to the Council, or any of the councillors. Why
not come along to one of our regular meetings or visit our website where more
information on becoming a councillor can be found? We look forward to
seeing you. Brenda Hawken

EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 2010/2011
ClIr Philip Todd (Chairman) 0118 973 3379 dressors@btopenworld.com

Cllr Doug Bradley 0118 973 3996 broombradley@tiscali.co.uk

Cllr Dr Anne Crampton 0118 973 1567 anne.crampton@nhs.net

Cllr Derek Newman 01252 872 366 dereknewman1(@btinternet.com

Clir Pete Tidey (H) 0118 973 4476 peter.tidey@btinternet.com
(M) 07888 761063

ClIr Chris Young 0118 973 2324 chris6946@btinternet.com

Mrs Brenda Hawken (Clerk) 01252 673163 brenda.hawken@ntlworld.com

Councillor Janet Maughan 01189 326 928 janet.maughan@bhart.gov.uk

ClIr David Simpson 01252 874459 david.simpson@bhart.gov.uk

The Parish Council’s website can be found at
EversleyParishCouncil.co.uk
We hope that you find it interesting, informative and comprehensive.
Updates and newsflashes are issued regularly, but if you think that we have
omitted any items that might be of interest to residents, please contact the
Clerk on 01252 673163.

EPC would like to thank Alan Budge, Eversley Sports Association,
Councillors and others for the use of the photographs in this Newsletter.

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of Eversley Parish Council.
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