MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th JULY 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 7.34PM.


PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd

Chairman




Cllr D Bradley





Cllr J Hartle




Cllr C Young

         ALSO PRESENT:
Cllr P Arpino, Cllr S Dickens, Mr Paul Simons, Mr Kevan Neville,


Mr T Radford, 16 Members of the public and Mrs J Routley, Clerk.
35
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,


Apologies had been received from Cllr C Young and Cllr D Simpson (HCC), 
Cllr Dr A Crampton (HDC),
   36
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14th JUNE 2011,
It was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
PT
37
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14th JUNE 2011,,
Min: 26
Littlecote, Chequers Lane
Cllr Dr A Crampton (HDC), has responded regarding the current rules for delegated decisions by HDC. She reported that from April 2010 the planning rules changed. If there is an objection from a Parish or Town Council, the application is referred to the Ward Councillor.  He/she can either ask for the application to be referred to the Planning Committee or allow it to be decided under delegated powers.   Janet Maughan was the Ward Councillor at the time of the Littlecote application.   She raised no objection to the application, so it was granted under delegated powers.







Bonneys Yard, The Street

 

See Minute  40


Min: 31Arborfield Development

See Minute 42


Min: 33 Sustainable Communities Act
The Clerk reported that Steve Shaw at Local Works had thanked EPC for their letter offering support for Leiston Town Council’s proposal.  Their proposal suggests amending planning policy and guidance in a way that would help locally elected decision makers.


38
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS, 


Arborfield Development 
Mr T Radford queried what percentage of the Arborfield Garrison Development will be Affordable Housing. The Chairman replied that approximately 35% or 1200 of the 3,400 houses would be Affordable Housing.

39
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,



The Chairman expressed a personal and prejudicial interest in items 40 i and ii as the site is adjacent to his land. He therefore stated that he would abstain from comment on these items.



Cllr D Bradley declared a personal, but non prejudicial interest, in the same items as he is a personal friend of one of the neighbours. 
40
PLANNING APPLICATIONS,

The Vice Chairman gave a presentation of the details of the following applications to the Committee and after full discussion it was resolved to forward the comments, listed below, to the Head of Planning Services at HDC:



i)
GRCA/11/00953/FUL
Bonneys Yard, The Street, Eversley
Change of use of barn to residential: demolition of lean-to extension & erection of replacement extension: associated repair & restoration.



EPC Consultee Comment:        No objections.

Clerk


ii)
GRCA/11/00955/LBC
Bonneys Yard, The Street, Eversley
Change of use of barn to residential: demolition of lean-to extension & erection of replacement extension: associated repair & restoration.


EPC Consultee Comment:        No objections. 
Clerk




Please note  EPC wishes to confirm that it is satisfied with the recommendation that the NHTS S106 contribution of £4,014 be reinstated and also acknowledge the parish leisure contribution of £1,699.

Clerk/OSC
Cllr D Bradley emphasised that this was a prime example of where EPC needed to be alert to planning contributions to avoid them slipping through the net. It was resolved that EPC acknowledge the leisure contribution of £1699 and that the Open Spaces Committee would decide where to allocate the funds.



 Clerk/OSC
Cllr D Bradley produced a letter and map signifying an agreement between Bonneys Yard owner Mr Hart and adjacent land owner Mr Slater on the exact boundary of the property. It was resolved that EPC acknowledge the letter and the redrawing of boundaries to both parties and copies be sent to the Head of Planning Services at HDC.
Clerk
41
PLANNING CONTRAVENTIONS,


Brickhouse Hill
According to Cllr S Dickens, after seeking confirmation from the owners, the reported red waste management skips were temporarily on the site and this has now been resolved. The Clerk has informed the Enforcement Officer to close this case.



                                                           
Clerk

Holly Oak  

Following investigation, the Clerk reported that the tree with a TPO at this property was felled with permission. Rob Toll, (Tree officer) confirmed that permission was given for the removal of 1 Persian Ironwood on the 16/3/2011.
42 
ARBORFIELD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
For the benefit of the public audience, the Chairman explained the background to the Arborfield development. As early as 2005 it was thought that the Arborfield Garrison would be leaving the brownfield site and so this was offered to WBC to develop. At the time WBC was under pressure to provide more houses within the area and so put forward the plan of up to 5,000 houses around the Arborfield site with 3,500 to be built before 2026. The South East Plan, for the development strategy across the region, including the Arborfield development, was considered at the South East England Regional Assembly (SEERA). At the Examination in Public, attempts were made to get the number of houses reduced whilst the developers tried to get the number increased. The future of the South East Plan is in doubt and it is uncertain how much influence it will have. At present, the intention is that the Arborfield Development will take 3,500 houses up to 2026 and another 1,500 thereafter.

The Arborfield Development has been part of WBC’s Core Strategy over the last two years. They have signed off the commitment to 3,500 houses at Arborfield Garrison and are consulting for a second time around for the master plan for the Garrison. Within the Core Strategy the highway network was addressed and WBC said there would be no detrimental impact on highways. In order to mitigate for any increases in traffic it  suggested road widening, bus lanes or even new routes. In the current consultation the possibility of an Arborfield bypass is included but there is no funding stream to support this or indeed funding for any highways projects in Hants.

There have been no clear studies so no one knows how many more cars will be on the roads.

Therefore EPC have alerted all parishioners to the problems. Recently the issue has been raised by EPC at a Highways meeting with HCC where the problems were reported to the Head of Strategy and he will be meeting with Wokingham Transport.


The Chairman reported on what action had been taken:
· Leaflets had been distributed to every house in the Parish to alert them to the Wokingham Borough Council Development.

· The Chairman has had correspondence concerning the development including discussions with the Master Planner at Wokingham Borough Council (WBC), the Councillor (WBC) responsible for planning and the Councillor (WBC) responsible for Highways and Transport.
· To date EPC has been copied on 17 objections by parishioners to WBC.

· The Clerk and the Chairman have both written to the Southern Parishes Planning Group (SPPG) both as a group and to all individual members stating that they have EPC’s support and asking what EPC can do to assist them. The Chairman agreed to contact them again to seek collaboration on objecting to this development.
PT
Cllr D Bradley reported on the Arborfield Garrison Development Project – Outstanding Actions Re Eversley (see Appendix A) He stated that it was up to EPC to decide which actions to adopt.

Following a discussion of the report it was resolved that:

· (Ref: A1) Cllr D Bradley would organise a traffic census of The Street and would organise volunteers and arrangements via email.


DB
· (Ref: A2) Pursue Highways (Adrian Gray) for advice on prediction of theoretical capacity of the A327 through The Street.                                                       
DB/PT
· (Ref: A3, B1) EPC would fund and distribute the new leaflet from Poppy’s Project.    It was noted that this would differ from the previous newsletter, as it would detail specific types of objections likely to carry weight with the planning department.
All
· (Ref: A4) Pursue Highways advice as offered at the recent Highways Meeting and obtain a copy of the Highways report going to Ken Thornber (Leader of HCC).
DB

· (Ref: A5) EPC would remind WBC of the Blackwater Valley Network Agreement, a strategic transport concord agreement, to highlight that they had not fully done their background work.

                                                                
PT
· (Ref A6) The Chairman would write to both Eversley’s MP James Arbuthnot and Wokingham’s MP John Redman asking for their assistance in this matter. Cllr J Hartle suggested that this should also include a summary of what EPC has done so far and what is planned going forward.                                                            
PT
· (Ref: A7) Councillors would write individual letters of objection. As one of the last actions taken before 27th July 2011 EPC as a Council would write a letter of objection.


                                                        
ALL/PT
· (Ref: B4) The Chairman would contact the Head of WBC to enquire when the traffic modeling data would be available. If this was to be after the deadline of 27th July 2011 then EPC would demand that they extend the consultation period until after the traffic data is available. After a suggestion from Cllr A Ricketts it was agreed that this also be included in the newsletter (Ref B1).

PT
The Chairman explained that the plan had to give legitimate time for consultation and giving inadequate time to obtain traffic data could be a reason to declare the plan unsound.
· Ref: C1) Cllr D Simpson (HCC) is working on trying to downgrade the A327 to a B or C road. In addition HCC are in contact with Sat Nav providers to suggest that The Street is not suitable for HGVs.
                                                               
DS
Cllr D Bradley emphasised the importance of EPC co-ordinating all the actions in order to support Poppy’s Project. Cllr J Hartle asked if there was anything else the project required from EPC. Cllr D Bradley replied that EPC was co-operating on all of the actions that had been requested so far.
The Chairman drew attention to the fact that, concurrent with the consultation for the Arborfield Garrison Strategic Development Location, there was a consultation on a raft of Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) under Regulation 25.  The delivery of the Arborfield Garrison SDL is predicated on the provision of an Arborfield Bypass or diversion of the A327.   However, the Environmental Assessments fail to address the environmental impacts of the diversion, so there is no way to assess whether this vital element is deliverable.   The fact that the two consultations are not compatible, suggests that one or the other, if not both, can be signed off as being "sound".

The Chairman asked all councillors, when being asked to take on an action regarding the Arborfield Development, to be mindful of the deadline of 27th July 2011 and the need for urgency.



                                                                
All
It was resolved that the Arborfield Development be included again on the agenda for 19th July 2011.



                                                        
19.7.11
43  
MINERALS AND WASTE - CONSULTATION ON ADDITIONAL MINERAL ISSUES

Following the public meeting at Hartley Wintney on 29th June, the Chairman gave a verbal  report on Minerals and Waste. 

                                                                
PT
He explained that the Hants mineral plan extends the life of mineral extraction by 11 years. During this time supplies will become exhausted therefore Hants is looking for further sites within those 11 years. At the moment they are proposing:

· Yateley Heath Wood which is eastward, south of A30 from Entrance of Blackbushe Car Auctions along to Pennyhill Park caravan site. The idea being that the mineral would be lorried across Blackbushes Road to the conveyor over the A30 and then lorried to the processing plant at Warren Heath. Depending on workable reserves this would extend it by 12-15 years.

At the public meeting a member of the public had highlighted that this site may prove unworkable due to parts of the area being ‘common land’. The Chairman was concerned that this may result in HCC looking at further sites. He emphasised that EPC needed to put forward its views on possible new gravel sites by next week. It was resolved that the Chairman would respond stating that EPC has no strategic objection to Yateley Heath Wood but would object strongly to other sites in  the absence of the Yateley site not being made available. In addition EPC believes that there is only justification for one processing plant and will look to HCC to not have two sites working concurrently, at less than half capacity.


                                                                
PT
44
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman), 
None.
45
ANY OTHER PLANNING ITEMS OF INFORMATION,


Tracked Applications from Hart DC week ending 8th July 2011


Yaldens Farm 
Ref No:11/01050/HOU  Status:
GrantPermission
Erection of two storey side extension and detached garage following demolition of existing attached garage/utility room. Erection of front entrance gates, piers and fence.


April Cottage 
Ref No:11/01021/EXT
Status:
GrantPermission
Application to extend the life of planning permission: 08/01372/FUL: Erection of a rear garden room extension and first floor extension to rear.

Fox Cottage 
Ref No: 11/00906/HOU Status: 
GrantPermission

Erection of garden room to side.

There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.43pm.


Chairman……………………………………………….Date…………………………………
Appendix A
ArborfieldAction060611

Arborfield Garrison Development Project.
Outstanding Actions Re Eversley.

A.  EPC.

1. Carry out a traffic census in The Street

· Forms  -  PT

· Date  -  14.07.11

· Roster  -  Volunteers needed. Email to DB.

2.  Pursue advice on prediction of theoretical capacity of the A327 through The Street.

Highways (Adrian Gray), contact ex Road Research Laboratory(Mick Slater) 

3.  Distribute new leaflet  (seeB1 below)

4. Pursue Highways for advice as offered (see C 4,5 and 6 below)

5. Research the Blackwater Valley Network a strategic transport concord agreement that WBC signed up to some years ago. Is it still relevant?

6. Write letter to Arbuthnot & Redwood.

7. Maintain contact with SPPG and AG-RAG to let them know what actions Eversley is taking.

8. Get extension to consultation period on the strength of B4 below.

9. Compose EPC letter of objection to WBC.

10. Write individual letters.

B. Ladies Action Group.

1.  Prepare leaflet for further door to door distribution.
2. Liaise with David Simpson re document to go forward to WBC

3. Follow up with Arbuthnot.

4. Get traffic model from WBC (Steve Bailey) but not until August!

C.  HCC Highways.

1.  Provide criteria for road classification (to DS)

2. Contact mapping (GPS) providers to advise that The Street is not suitable for HGVs.

3. Advise status of origin and destination survey.

4. Advise re prediction of A327 theoretical capacity.

5. Advise results of discussions with WBC (meeting last week not held?)

6. Provide copy of report to Ken Thornber.
