MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19th JULY 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 7.37PM.


PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd

Chairman




Cllr D Bradley





Cllr J Hartle




Cllr C Young




Cllr P Arpino
         ALSO PRESENT:
Cllr S Dickens, Cllr K Neville, Cllr D Simpson (HCC)



and Mrs J Routley, Clerk. Mr R Notz arrived at 8.20pm.
46
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,


Apologies had been received from Cllr A Ricketts.
   47
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th JULY 2011,
Min: 42  Line 9  Amend to read “The fact that the two consultations are not compatible, suggests that one or the other, not both, can be signed off as being "sound".”
With this amendment, it was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.





PT
48
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th JULY 2011,


Min: 37 Sustainable Communities Act
The Chairman reported that the MP’s Office for James Arbuthnot had responded to EPC’s email regarding this. The MP’s office had asked if EPC could explain in more detail why they were supporting the Act in order for him to decide whether to join with EPC’s support. The Chairman agreed to respond if necessary.







PT

Min: 43 Minerals and Waste

The Chairman had sent a response to HCC, by the deadline, regarding HCC’s Mineral Plan. This had been along the lines dictated in the resolution of the Planning Meeting 6.7.11.



PT
49
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS, 


None.

50
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,



None.
51
PLANNING APPLICATIONS,

The Chairman gave a presentation of the details of the following applications to the Committee and after full discussion it was resolved to forward the comments, listed below, to the Head of Planning Services at WBC:



i) 
F/2011/1377 
New Mill Restaurant, New Mill Lane,
Proposed erection of 2 detached dwellings following demolition of existing redundant outbuildings.





EPC Consultee Comment:        No objections.

Clerk

Please note this is a neighbouring authority application.

Cllr D Bradley requested that the Clerk chase up with Daryl Philips (Head of Planning

HDC) on the reversal of the S106 Leisure contribution regarding 24 Kingsley Road. It appeared that a mistake had been made on the draft document whereby the figures had been reversed on the agreement and should in fact be £848 for the District towards Strategic Leisure Development and £1,699 for the Parish towards Local Leisure Development. A copy should also be sent to the Council Solicitor for joint legal services. (Following the meeting this was found to be Chris Guy).

Clerk
52
PLANNING CONTRAVENTIONS,


None.
53 
ARBORFIELD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Update on actions taken by EPC 


· (Ref: A1) Cllr D Bradley reported that the Traffic Analysis of The Street had taken place on 14th July. The report from this had been circulated to all councilors. Cllr D Bradley confirmed that a traffic analysis report developed from the census would be sent to HCC and to WBC as an attachment along with the objections.           
DB                                     
The report had highlighted in Cllr D Bradley’s words the ‘absolute chaos’ of the traffic on The Street. There had been 600 vehicles per hour travelling both North and South, 4 articulated 40 tonne lorries per hour which had to straddle the carriageway and very few pedestrians. All the data served to confirm that The Street could not accommodate any more traffic. Cllr D Bradley expressed his thanks to all volunteers who took part.
                                                               
DB
Significantly, a similar census had taken place in 1984 and since then traffic had risen by 40% at peak times,  and 35% at all other times.

Cllr D Bradley asked Cllr D Simpson (HCC) if there was any prospect of reducing the A327 to a B road. Cllr D Simpson (HCC) confirmed that he was meeting with Adrian Gray tomorrow and this would be one of his questions and that if EPC had any further questions then to email him prior to the meeting. Cllr D Bradley confirmed that he would do so.                                                                                  
DB             

· (Ref: A2) The Chairman reported that Highways had been contacted but had not yet responded regarding advice on prediction of theoretical capacity of the A327 through The Street. (Following the meeting, Steve Bailey of WBC had sent   detailed information).

                                                                
PT                                                    
· (Ref: A3, B1) EPC had distributed the leaflet and funded the bill amounting to £130. Cllr D Bradley commented that the photographs on the leaflet were excellent and suggested including these with EPC’s objections to WBC.

DB/PT
· (Ref: A4) Neither Cllr D Bradley or Cllr D Simpson (HCC) had yet received a copy of the Highways report going to Ken Thornber (Leader of HCC).

DB/DS
· (Ref: A5) The Chairman confirmed that he had contacted David Lee, the Lead Councillor at WBC, to remind him of the Blackwater Valley Network Agreement. He was yet to receive a response back.                                                               
PT
                                                               
· (Ref A6) The Chairman reported that he had not yet written to Eversley’s MP James Arbuthnot and Wokingham’s MP John Redman asking for their assistance in this matter. He agreed to action this as soon as possible.  

PT
· (Ref: A7) All Councillors are to write individual letters of objection. As one of the last actions taken before 27th July 2011 EPC as a Council are to write a letter of objection.


                                                        
ALL/PT
· (Ref: B4) The Chairman reported that he had ascertained that the traffic modelling data would not be available to WBC Councillors until the autumn. They would be relying on data for the Core Strategy from 2009 but that the basic data had been updated to 2010. Therefore even the Councillors would not know the traffic impact until after they had signed off the development. Cllr D Bradley questioned if this were not grounds to defer the planning date. Cllr D Simpson (HCC) believed that this may give cause to re-open the application rather than defer it.
 He believed that there may already be a different legal challenge, as AGRAB had  discovered, WBC had made a pre-emptive decision which was published on their  website two days before the decision was due to be made.

· Ref: C1) Cllr D Simpson (HCC) reported that he was suggesting that the A327 is downgraded to a B or C road regardless of the Development.                                  
DS
Cllr D Bradley highlighted that other restrictions such as one way or a reduced speed limit could not be introduced until the road was downgraded. 

Cllr D Simpson (HCC) suggested that EPC should approach ministers to look at the problem in The Street. Cllr D Bradley concurred.
             
PT   
Cllr D Bradley and Cllr D Simpson (HCC) emphasised that the Arborfield situation was as bad, if not worse, than the Foxley Wood situation in the past which had been rejected. 

With regards to the Arborfield Development, Cllr D Simpson recommended proposing both a connection with the A33 and an Eversley bypass.

Cllr D Simpson (HCC) enquired as to the procedure with the Arborfield Development Application. If it was to go to the cabinet member and then to Full Council and given the summer break would this mean that in reality the deadline was September. The Chairman agreed in theory but suggested that this should not be relied upon.                   


The Chairman reported that the BBC News had today confirmed that the Arborfield Garrison would close and that it would be available for houses to be built.
The Chairman suggested asking WBC what the financial implications on the borough would be if the Arborfield Garrison was not released by 2015.    


PT                                                         

Cllr D Simpson requested that he be copied on all actions relating to Arborfield and offered Councillors the opportunity to contact him if they required any further actions to be taken by him.


                                                             

ALL
At 8.35pm Cllr D Simpson (HCC) left the meeting.
Report on residents objections to date
The Clerk reported that 38 objections had been received to date; 25 from Eversley residents and 13 from Finchampstead residents. A copy of which was given to the Chairman to review.                     
        
PT                                                                
It was resolved to authorise the Chairman to compile a composite response to the WBC consultation for EPC and to submit before 27th July.                                                       

PT
54
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman), 
None.
55
ANY OTHER PLANNING ITEMS OF INFORMATION,


Tracked Applications from Hart DC week ending 22nd July 2011

The Larches  


Ref No: 11/01128/HOU Status: 
Grant Permission
Erection of a single storey timber framed garden outbuilding.

There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.37pm.


Chairman……………………………………………….Date…………………………………
