MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 18th OCTOBER 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 7.38PM.

PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd

Chairman




Cllr P Arpino 




Cllr D Bradley





Cllr J Hartle




Cllr C Young 

         ALSO PRESENT:
Cllr S Dickens, Cllr K Neville arrived at 7.45pm, Cllr D Simpson (HCC) 1 member of the public and Mrs J Routley, Clerk.

The Chairman explained that 3 meetings, Planning, Full Council and Open Spaces, were being held due to the postponed meetings of 5th October. The meetings had been postponed due to a clash of dates with the Extraordinary Meeting of the Executive of Wokingham Borough Council at which the draft Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) for the Borough's four Strategic Development Locations (SDLs) and Infrastructure Delivery and Contributions were considered.
88
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

None received.
   89
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 2011,
Min: 80  Line  9  Amend “HCC” to read “HDC”
Min: 83 Keys House  Line  13 Amend “There is now a different application for a new entrance but as part of this there is currently” to “There was a different application for a new entrance but there is currently”.

Min: 85  Line  12  Amend “Arborfield Defence Estate” to read “Defence Estate”.

Min: 86  Line 1 Amend “Daryl Philips (HDC)” to read “Daryl Phillips (HDC)” 
With these amendments, it was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.





PT
90
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 2011,

Min 79:
24, Kingsley Road 
          The Clerk reported that despite several emails this has still received no response. The Clerk enquired as to the appropriate person to escalate the matter. The Chairman suggested contacting Geoff Bonner, the Chief Executive (HDC)






Clerk

Min 80: 
Affordable Housing
Taken under Full Council Agenda item 5 (see Minute 102)


Min 87:
Minerals and Waste Planning Meeting The Chairman had attended the Extraordinary HCC meeting on 13th October and had the opportunity to speak. There had not been a great deal to say as Zandoner had withdrawn before the meeting started. The Chairman had suggested that they could seek advancement as a planning application. 
91
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS, 



Draft Local Development Framework Core Strategy
A member of the public asked a question in relation to Agenda item 9. He stated that from  reading the newsletter from HDC outlining their plans many new homes were envisaged up to 2028. Although the article listed many areas for development Eversley was not mentioned and the member of the public asked was Eversley’s provision made up of rural exception. 



The Chairman confirmed this was the case and that there were 350 dwellings under rural exception.



It was asked if the 9 Affordable Houses would come out of this 350 quota.



The Chairman clarified that the allowance for windfalls from rural areas would only come out of quota after they had been built.


The member of the public asked if any quota had been assigned to Eversley within the 350 quota. The Chairman stated that there had been no assignment to Eversley and that HDC Planning considers on average 20 dwellings per individual rural setting but that this would depend on the size of the parish. There would be no new sites only sites for permitted development.



The same member of the public asked if there was a correlation between the Core strategy of HDC, HCC and EPC. The Chairman explained that when HDC started  local planning the South East Plan was in place and went down to district and county level but not to Parish level. Anything that is done must be in conformity with the South East plan.


It was then asked if EPC has been asked for input to HDC or the South East Plan. The Chairman explained that EPC was a consultee as indeed is any resident in the district. EPC does not currently have a parish plan and would have to match HDC’s plan.



The member of the public asked if EPC knew how many houses would be built in the next 5 years and where they would be. The Chairman stated that houses could only be built on brownfield sites or redevelopment of existing units; there would be no new allocations. 

92
    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,



None.
93
PLANNING APPLICATION,

The Chairman gave a presentation of the details of the following application to the Committee and after full discussion it was resolved to forward the comment, listed below, to the Head of Planning Services at HDC:



i) 
SACA/11/01936/FUL
Cherry Tree Cottage, Lower Common,
Erection of replacement dwelling and garage, following demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings
EPC Consultee Comment :   No Objections  however EPC requests:

1. That the S106 contribution be paid but is offset by the difference between that of a 3 bed and 5 bed house.  

2. That a condition be included that the wall of Westlands is made good in matching brick to Westlands.

3. That the old Cherry Tree Cottage is demolished within 6 months of occupancy of the new property.
Clerk        


ii)
HEJO/11/02062/HOU 
Yaldens Cottage, Bramshill Road
Erection of timber framed car port & store.


EPC Consultee Comment :   No Objections    

Clerk           
94
PLANNING CONTRAVENTIONS,


Bramshill Road  

The Enforcement Officer had informed the Clerk that an application to regularise the new garage building and store has been submitted, reference 11/02062/HOU.  As yet she has not received an application to regularise the current use of the original garage building but the owners were given until October 17th to submit this application.  She will keep the Clerk updated.  
                                         
Clerk                                     

Keys House

The Clerk has contacted the Tree Officer who is looking into the issue of the raised bank near to valuable trees.

Clerk                                                 

Gate Posts at Firgrove House
Cllr D Bradley is to investigate whom to contact at Firgrove House regarding concerns about the gate posts which are a “Listed Structure”.
                                                        

DB

Tree Felling

Cllr S Dickens had noticed that 2 trees had been felled by the Police Cottages. The Chairman is still to investigate.

PT

Land at rear of Reedfield ref HP644487
Cllr S Dickens had spoken to the owners of this property who had agreed to remove the shed as it was outside the settlement boundary.
95 
ARBORFIELD DEVELOPMENT PLAN


Update on actions taken by EPC 

The Chairman had previously circulated a summary report to all councillors. He reported that much had happened in the last month but at present the situation was that WBC had adopted the SPDs for Arborfiled and South of the M4 and the infrastructure delivery document albeit that they were told that the planning evidence was flawed and subsequently updated and corrected 85 errors in the report.
The situation now is that the document became effective on Monday 17th October and this gives 3 months in which there may be a request for a judicial review. Courses of actions could be:

· EPC themselves could request a judicial review but costs would be substantial; starting at £30k and reaching £80k+

· EPC could put pressure on HDC or HCC but the tax payer would share the cost.

It was noted that if Hampshire were unable to get funding from the developer for highways work then Hampshire tax payers would be required to pick up the bill.

Cllr S Dickens enquired what Eversley would need i.e a bypass. The Chairman replied that according to Angus Ross, the Councillor responsible for Planning and Highways at WBC, their transport evidence suggested that the development would not add anymore traffic to the street resulting in ‘nil detriment’. The Chairman was sceptical that this was the case as WBC’s transport modelling were below that produced by EPC. Cllr D Simpson (HCC) suggested that EPC write to WBC stating that they are disappointed that they have gone ahead and that EPC will trust that there will be ‘nil detriment’ effect on The Street based on their modelling. 
Cllr D Simpson (HCC) emphasized that the whole of HCC was in agreement  and that Ken Thornber (Head of HCC) had confirmed that they would seek a judicial review if there was need for it. Cllr D Bradley enquired if HCC  are establishing the grounds for this review. Cllr D Simpson (HCC) replied that they are working on this and that it would be helpful if EPC were to drive this forward as they are familiar will all the issues and should say what they do want in terms of a bypass etc. in case a compromise could be reached.

Cllr D Bradley stated that the Parish and the County were involved and asked should the District council also be involved. Cllr D Simpson suggested that the County had the money and the weight to influence decisions and that the Parish could help with the ground work and to keep Cllr Dr A Crampton (HDC), Geoff Bonner and Daryl Phillips informed and to ask them to back the issue.

It was resolved that at present EPC was not considering instructing a barrister of their own but would seek with HDC and HCC the opportunity for a judicial review.
      
ALL 
It was resolved that the Chairman and Cllr D Bradley would write a letter to WBC on what EPC understands they have said based on statements from the minutes of WBC’s extraordinary meeting on 5th October and asking for their confirmation of the statements.
PT/DB                                                   
Cllr D Simpson suggested a meeting with the Chairman and Cllr D Bradley to plan the way forward.


                                                                    
PT/DB
Cllr J Hartle enquired how best to communicate all these developments to parishioners. The Chairman replied that he had produced a brief newsletter at a recent community event which the group ‘Eversley Matters’ were going to include in a newsletter that would be going out to all parishioners. Cllr D Simpson also stated that he was going to produce a newsletter covering this subject along with minerals and waste. 
It was resolved that Councillors were satisfied that the ‘Eversley Matters’ newsletter would be in conjunction with EPC and therefore did not see the need for separate communication.

                                                                           
ALL
96
DRAFT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK CORE STRATEGY,
The Chairman explained that this document had been PUT out by HDC and that Cllr S Dickens and himself had attended a meeting to discuss it. The Chairman felt that there was little to be critical about. With nothing that was Eversley specific it was difficult to make specific comments. EPC had raised previously about the settlement boundaries for The Street and Lower Common being removed but remaining for Eversley Cross. With the recent pressing events of the Arborfield development the Chairman had not yet drafted a report. 
It was resolved not to send a response regarding this matter.

PT
97
ANY OTHER PLANNING ITEMS OF INFORMATION,


New Mill Restaurant application F/2011/1377
WBC had informed the Clerk that this application was to be discussed on 19.10.11 and that the application had been recommended for refusal.

There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.42pm.


Chairman……………………………………………….Date…………………………………
