MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14th JUNE 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 7.35PM.


PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd

Chairman




Cllr D Bradley





Cllr J Hartle




Cllr C Young

         ALSO PRESENT:
Cllr P Arpino, Cllr S Dickens, Mr Paul Simons, Mr Kevan Neville Mr Tim Tonkins (Yateley News and Mail) arrived at 7.50pm, Mr R Notz arrived at 8.35pm and Mrs J Routley, Clerk.
24
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,


Apologies had been received from Cllr A Ricketts and Cllr A Crampton (HDC),
   25
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st JUNE 2011,
It was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
PT
26
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st JUNE 2011,
Min: 16 HCC Minerals and Waste Plan
The Chairman confirmed that he had completed his report, following the meeting on 16th May. He had also been notified by Hampshire that the consultation had been published on their website and he would circulate the website link to all councillors.


PT


Littlecote, Chequers Lane
The Clerk reported that Cllr A Crampton (HDC) is to contact Daryl Philips, Head of Planning (HDC) regarding the current rules for delegated decisions by HDC.

AC/Clerk


Min: 19  Bonneys Yard, The Street

Cllr D Bradley requested that the Clerk write to Daryl Philips, Head of Planning (HDC). It has come to EPC’s notice that in regards to this application there is no request for the leisure contribution for the parish, by the head of leisure, which would be £1699 in line with the current scale. EPC would also wish to draw their attention to the NHTS 106 contribution, of £4014, and query if this too should be applied since there are highways projects in the vicinity. Cllr Anne Crampton (HDC), Carl Westby (HDC) and Chris Joyce (HDC) are also to be copied.

Clerk
27
INTERVIEW OF CANDIDATES FOR CO-OPTION TO FILL THE COUNCIL VACANCY,

The Chairman thanked both candidates, Mr Paul Simons and Mr Kevan Neville, for attending the meeting. He explained that legally co-option can only take place at a Full Council meeting and therefore the candidates would be interviewed today and then co-option would take place at the next Full Council meeting on 6th July 2011. The Chairman referred the councillors to the letters of introduction that each candidate had produced. 

The Chairman invited Mr Kevan Neville to say a few words and answer questions from Councillors, as Mr Paul Simons had done at the previous meeting.  Mr Simons was also invited to answer several of the Councillors' questions and both candidates took the opportunity to ask questions of the Council.


The Chairman apologised to both candidates for the lengthy process and thanked them for their patience and assured them the co-option would be resolved at the next Full Council Meeting on 6th July.





6.7.11
28
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS, 


None.

29
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,



The Chairman expressed a personal, but not prejudicial, interest in item 30 i as the applicant is a family friend. 
30
PLANNING APPLICATIONS,

The Chairman gave a presentation of the details of the following applications to the Committee and after full discussion it was resolved to forward the comments, listed below, to the Head of Planning Services at HDC:



i)
11/00837/LBC
The Old Rectory Church Road Eversley



Application to erect 2 solar panels, and 10 Solar PV Panels. 




EPC Consultee Comment:        No objections.
Clerk


ii)
KECR/11/01128/HOU
The Larches, Lower Common, Eversley



Erection of a single storey timber framed garden outbuilding.


EPC Consultee Comment:          No objections. 
Clerk


iii) 
KECR/11/00906/HOU
Fox Cottage, Fox Lane, Eversley


Erection of garden room to side. 


EPC Consultee Comment:          No objections. 
Clerk
31
PLANNING CONTRAVENTIONS,


Brickhouse Hill
The Enforcement Officer sought clarification as to the precise location  of the reported red waste management skips. Cllr S Dickens offered to investigate. 






SD





Holly Oak  

It had been reported that a tree with a TPO had been felled at this property. The Clerk is to raise the issue with the Tree Officer (HDC) to enquire whether there was a TPO and if the tree was felled with permission.

Clerk
32 
ARBORFIELD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The Chairman confirmed that from today Wokingham Borough Council has opened this plan up for comments. This comprises eight documents, as each requires an environmental impact assessment. The Chairman felt that there were two areas of particular concern to Eversley:

· Arborfield Garrison 
Where the Garrison was to be redeveloped with an additional 3,500 houses.

· South of the M4 
Where 2,500 houses were to be sited. 
(full details can be seen on Wokingham Borough Council’s website). 
Attention was also drawn to the infrastructure of schools, shops and supermarkets also required. The Chairman suggested that the only logical southern route for traffic would be the A327.  At a recent meeting with the Arborfield Garrison Residents Action Group (AG-RAG) the Chairman had ascertained that two parties owned the land concerned, but that they were not currently in agreement as to how to proceed.


Greenfield Development 
Cllr D Bradley explained that some of the MOD land is designated as brownfield but is in fact green e.g. playing fields. He was surprised that there was a possible greenfield development proceeding without certainty that the defence land would be released. This presented the possibility of increased housing but without the infrastructure to support it. He emphasized that although it has been suggested that the Garrison would be leaving by 2015, the green field development could commence as early as spring 2012.  Objections must be submitted by 27th July 2011 and so action must be taken as a matter or urgency. The Chairman stated that it would have been assumed that Wokingham Borough Council would have consulted with neighbouring county highways on the impact of the12,000 more new homes up to 2026, of which 6,000 were to be sited in two Strategic Development Locations accessed directly by the A327.   However, it appears that, for HCC at least, this has not happened.

Traffic Impact 

Cllr C Young suggested that this level of development might bring forward the need for the Eversley Bypass.  The Chairman agreed, but said that the construction of an Eversley bypass, as part of a package of requirements, did seem remote. He suggested that the predicted traffic figures had merely been extrapolated and assumed that 80% of traffic would be going north and only 20% south into Eversley, the accuracy of which he doubted. Cllr J Hartle also suggested that this was not taking the construction traffic into account. A discussion took place regarding how to gain accurate traffic data and therefore to determine if the Eversley roads were already at capacity. Cllr P Todd suggested that in order to gain independent advice it may be necessary for EPC to hire professional traffic modellers.


Poppy’s Project 

The campaigners of Poppy’s Project are also concerned about the impact of the Arborfield Development on road safety. Cllr D Bradley commended Poppy’s Project particularly on the manner in which they had been pulling threads together in support of their road safety project. They had arranged meetings with MP James Arbuthnot and Cllr David Simpson (HCC) had arranged a meeting for them with the HCC leader, Stuart Jarvis (Roads) and Andrew Kettlewell (Local Roads) for Monday 27th June. 
Poppy’s Project had also made progress by getting John Foggo to agree to put a Speed Indication Device (SID) by Kingsley Road and Safari Engineering. Cllr D Bradley expressed concern that the SIDs may not have been put in the most appropriate places and that it would have been helpful for EPC to have been consulted before they were installed.
Cllr D Bradley suggested that Hatty Masser and Katie Lawrence were putting a lot of pressure on a lot of people to progress their project and that EPC should decide how best to support them. Following a discussion it was resolved that:

· Cllr C Young would form a road safety working party as a matter of urgency to address both the issues surrounding the Arborfield Development and to support Poppy’s Project for road safety within the village.  This could involve petitioning residents.


                                                               
CY
· EPC would have an urgent meeting with Hatty Masser (Poppy’s Project). Cllr C Young agreed to arrange.





CY

· Poppy’s Project could stage their own exhibition alongside the Affordable Housing exhibition in the Village Hall on 28th June 2011.                                          

28.6.11
· EPC would request all parishioners to submit objections to the Arborfield Development (a request has been placed in the Parish Magazine for July).
PT
· The Clerk is to write to the Southern Parishes Planning Group (SPPG) stating they have EPC’s support and asking what EPC can do to assist them.

Clerk
· Cllr C Young would speak to Arborfield councillors regarding the Development.
CY
· The Chairman would investigate the benefits and costs of hiring professional traffic modellers to provide accurate traffic data and report back at the Full Council meeting on 6th July 2011





PT
· The Chairman would ask Cllr D Simpson (HCC) to arrange a meeting with Highways Strategists at Winchester.




PT
· Meetings should be proposed:

a) between Eversley residents, Cllr Anne Crampton (HDC) and David  Simpson (HCC) on 28th June at the AH Exhibition.

b) To engage all other residents not attending on 28th June.
ALL
· The Clerk will again contact Dean Cronk regarding confirmation of the Bi-annual Highways Meeting and the possibility of bringing this forward to address the impact of the Arborfield Development.




Clerk
33
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman), 
The Clerk had received an email from Steve Shaw from Local Works - promoting the Sustainable Communities Act, regarding a proposal under the Sustainable Communities Act that would help Parish and Town Councils. Leiston Town Council have drafted the proposal. Leiston face a large supermarket application and their proposal is generic and suggests amending planning policy and guidance in a way that would help locally elected decision makers.
They consider that there should be more powers for town councils to resist planning applications if there is a demonstrable impact and they are asking for EPC’s support.

Cllr D Bradley pointed out the similarities between their situation and the Arborfield Development.

It was resolved to give generic support to this proposal and to copy Eversley’s MP, James Arbuthnot, and ask for his support. Also to copy Steven Lugg at HALC and to circulate to other Parish Councils.





Clerk
34
ANY OTHER PLANNING ITEMS OF INFORMATION,


Tracked Applications from Hart DC week ending 17th June 2011

The Old Rectory 
Ref. No: 11/00837/LBC Status: Grant Permission
Application to erect 2 solar panels, and 10 Solar PV Panels.



There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm.


Chairman……………………………………………….Date…………………………………

