MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.40PM.


PRESENT:
Cllr S Dickens
(Chairman)





Cllr P Arpino




Cllr P Todd

(Ex Officio) 


ALSO PRESENT:
Cllr D Bradley and Mrs J Routley, Clerk.
21

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

Apologies had been received from Cllr C Young and Cllr A Ricketts.
22
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14TH JUNE 2011,




It was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
SD
23
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14TH JUNE 2011,

Min 6:
Cross Green Pond

Taken under Agenda item 9 Chair Report (see Minute 29)


Bus stops
Cllr D Bradley reported that some stops had been created but that there were still some needed. A stop was required on the North carriageway by Warbrook gate and there had also been discussions about siting a stop by Centre Stores. The Clerk will continue to pursue.



Clerk



 Eversley Village Sign

Taken under Agenda item 9 Chair Report (see Minute 29)








  








Burial Ground 

Cllr P Todd emphasised that although there are only a small number burial plots left, the last two burials had been over a year apart. Cllr P Todd and Cllr D Bradley had met initially with land owners to discuss purchase of land to create a larger burial ground and were due to meet with them again shortly. It was resolved that Cllr P Todd and Cllr D Bradley would report back in December or earlier if possible.

PT/DB/

                                                                                                                                                             
20.12.11


Following a discussion it was resolved to include the hedging and pathways for the new burial ground as a capital project on the S106 list.

       
                 
SD

This item is also included under Agenda item 9 Chair Report (see Minute 29)


Wooden Cross

Cllr P Todd had been contacted by Sylvia Jackson (St Mary’s Church) to say that the PCC report had recommended taping off the area around the cross because of the danger of it falling and enquired what action EPC would be taking. Cllr D Bradley raised the point that the financial responsibility for the cross had not yet been ascertained. The Chairman explained that the cross was more precious than previously thought as it had been designed by a famous architect. Therefore the  War Memorial Association did not want the cross to be touched until they received more details. Cllr P Todd offered to email the Chairman details regarding this. 




PT

This item is also included under Agenda item 9 Chair Report (see Minute 29)

Min: 128  Hollybush Lane Ditch

The Clerk has contacted Colin Harris again regarding removal of the willow tree but has received no response. It was agreed to now remove this from the list of actions.


Clerk
Min: 130 Thames Water Pumping Station
The Clerk reported that Anne Houlihan (TW) has agreed to clear the fly tipping and to try and prevent it in the future.

Clerk







The Ford


The Clerk reported that Dean Cronk (HCC Highways) had now agreed to take responsibility for the broken depth gauge sign and promised to have this fixed before the end of October.

Clerk

Lower Common

The Clerk reported that no response had been received from Rights of Way regarding the western fence encroaching onto a footpath (Footpath 3). The Chairman felt that this matter did not require further pursuing at present.
Clerk







Min 16: Taken under Agenda item 11 (see Minute 31)


Min 17: Taken under Agenda item 9 Chair Report (see Minute 29)



Min 18: Taken under Agenda item 10 (see Minute 30)

24
DIARY MATTERS,

Chequers Green

Before the end of the month, the Chairman and any other interested Councillors are to visit Chequers Green, along with the Parish Warden to look at possible improvements.





SD

 
25
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,


None.

26
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,


None.
27
PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,  


Copies of the Parish Warden’s report for August had been emailed to all.


The Chairman queried the wording on the report as for example it appeared that the Parish Warden was mowing the playground area when EPC are also paying the Grounds Maintenance Company, Robins Ltd, to mow this area. The Chairman suggested that the descriptions on the Parish Warden’s contract may need revising to avoid this confusion in the future.



SD

The Chairman also suggested that a flow diagram of responsibility for work required would prove useful.



SD

28
DEPUTY PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,

Copies of the Deputy Parish Warden’s report for April and May had been emailed to all.

Glass Bottles


The high number of glass bottles was again noted.




Role of the Deputy Parish Warden
The Chairman queried the title of “Deputy Parish Warden” as he would not deputise for the Parish Warden and was indeed fulfilling a different role of litter picker. Councillors agreed but felt that a change in title was not necessary. The Chairman and all other members of the committee expressed their satisfaction with the work the Deputy Parish Warden has been performing.

29
CHAIR REPORT,

The Chairman felt that his predecessor Mr P Tidey, had done a commendable job with Open Spaces in the past. He explained that this was his first quarterly report and that he would welcome involvement from Councillors with the next report where his focus would be on execution. The aim would be to circulate the report a month before the end of the quarter to allow all councillors to comment.


SD

Cllr D Bradley congratulated the Chairman on producing an excellent report.
DB
30
FUTURE CAPITAL PROJECT LIST,

The Chairman distributed the task list generated from the report.


It was noticed that the Safer Hart group may be able to tackle the graffiti problem at Chequers Green (following the meeting the Chairman contacted Safer Hart who agreed to add it to their list of projects.)



SD






Following a discussion, it was resolved to consult with residents on potential capital planning projects. The Chairman reported that he had placed a request for ideas in the October edition of the Parish Magazine.


SD

Councillors also agreed to review the list and to come back with any suggestions for the next meeting.




18.10.11

Queen’s Jubilee
As part of the discussion of capital projects, events to mark the Jubilee were raised and Cllr P Todd agreed to contact De Vere to explore the possibility of Warbrook House being involved in a Jubilee event.


PT

31
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT RENEWAL,

The Chairman believed that the contract was due to end in April 2012 and therefore proposed retendering. Following a discussion it was resolved to bring a tender package to Full Council on 5th October for approval. 


5.10.11
32
DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS,

Cllr D Bradley emphasised that the Council should not get excited at the prospect of money that does not exist. The Village is unlikely to get any significant development and therefore any S106 contributions will come instead from infill build which would not fund major projects. It was resolved that EPC should update the list and send it to Daryl Philips (HDC head of planning) by the 31st October but to concentrate on small projects.
ALL

Following a discussion of possible projects, including some not directly relating to Open Spaces, it was resolved that the Open Spaces Committee should report back to Full Council on 5th October with their recommendations for their projects and that other bodies should do the same. Full Council will then determine priority.
5.10.11
33
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 1 (C),


At 10pm the Chairman requested that Standing Orders be suspended in order to deal with the majority of items on the Agenda.  It was agreed to continue the meeting until 10.30pm at the latest and adjourn certain items until the next meeting if necessary.

ALL
34

OTHER OPEN SPACES MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman), 


None.
35

ANY OTHER OPEN SPACES ITEMS OF INFORMATION.

Temporary Skate Park

Cllr P Todd reported that a resident in Warbrook Lane had requested a skate park and had a relative in the building trade who had offered to make it. The Chairman expressed a personal, but non prejudicial interest, as he was a personal friend. It was agreed to look at the possibility of a temporary skate park in the future.

Concrete Bollards at The Fielders
A resident at The Fielders had expressed concerned at children jumping off the concrete bollards sited near Chequers Green. Cllr P Todd explained that the bollards had only ever been intended to be temporary until the hedge had matured but that there had been problems with the hedge. It was resolved to look at a long term strategy for this area.




SD
In the meantime the Clerk agreed to look into whether EPC’s insurance covered this area.
Clerk



There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.26 pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

