MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20TH DECEMBER 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.13PM.


PRESENT:
Cllr S Dickens
(Chairman)





Cllr P Arpino




Cllr P Todd

(Ex Officio) 


ALSO PRESENT:
Cllr K Neville, Mr M Hartley (member of the public) and Mrs J Routley, Clerk. Mr R Notz (Parish Warden) arrived at 8.20pm
51

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,


Received from Cllr A Ricketts, Cllr C Young and Cllr D Simpson (HCC).

52
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,



None.





53
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING, 
i) The minutes of the meeting held on TUESDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2011 had been previously circulated to all Councillors.
   ii) No errors were reported

    It was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.                    
SD






iii)  Matters arising from the Minutes  

Min: 38
Cross Green Pond
The Chairman, Cllr K Neville and the Parish Warden are still to look into this matter.



SD/KN/PW


Bus stops

The Chairman reported the bus stop removed during the Gas Works, had been reinstated and that this item could now be closed.





Eversley Village Sign

Taken under Agenda item 8 Chair Report (see Minute 58 and Appendix 1)







  






             
Wooden Cross

Taken under Agenda item 8 Chair Report (see Minute 58 and Appendix 1)





Thames Water Pumping Station
The Chairman felt that the fly tipping was no longer of any significance and that this item could now be closed.










The Ford


The Clerk is to continue to chase Dean Cronk regarding the replacement sign promised in October.

Clerk



Parish Warden’s Report

The Chairman reported the revision of the descriptions on the Parish Warden’s contract would be looked at once the tender program had been completed.




PT/SD
Min: 45 Future Capital Project List
At the last meeting, Cllr C Young had suggested adding to the list of possible projects the creation of a footpath from Up Green up Cooper’s Hill. The Clerk queried if there had been a specific action against this item. The Chairman replied that there had not been and that this was already included as a possible project.







54
DIARY MATTERS,

Grounds Maintenance Tender
The Chairman explained that the sealed Tenders had been received and required opening in the presence of 2 councillors. He suggested that Cllr D Bradley may wish to undertake this task with him and agreed to contact him regarding this.





SD

It was felt in light of the number of responses
 that formal presentations would not be necessary.


The Clerk was requested to deliver the sealed Tender documents to the Chairman and to put this on the agenda item for the Full Council meeting on 4th January 2012.
Clerk
 

The Clerk was also required to thank all suppliers for their tenders and to explain that a decision would be made at the Full Council meeting on 4th January 2012.
Clerk
55
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION,

Diamond Jubilee
Mr M Hartley suggested that a local organisation such as ESA may want to consider hosting a local event for children comprising various sports, party tea and a disco.


The Chairman responded that this was a good suggestion. From EPC’s point of view regarding the Jubilee at the moment they were focussing on improvements to the Village Sign.

Resident’s comments on Open Spaces
The Parish Warden reported that a resident had commented to him that they had to travel a long way up Hollybush Lane before they could cross with their wheelchair. The Chairman asked the Clerk to check if there was a Disability Officer at Hart.




Clerk

The Parish Warden also mentioned residents commenting on the overhanging hedges at The Fielders. 


The owners of Dial House had also asked if anything was going to be done about the pond.


Parents walking to school from The Street had commented to the Chairman that the hedges extend out and then the leaves fall onto the tarmac which results in little walking space. The Clerk was instructed to ask Highways if they would clear this area.
Clerk

Westward Ho 
Cllr P Todd reported that the Housing Association responsible for Westward Ho had asked who was responsible for the street lighting in this area. He believed that it should be Highways but was uncertain if they had ever actually adopted the road. The Clerk is to respond to the Housing Association with this information.
Clerk
56
PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,  


i) Copies of the Parish Warden’s report for November had been emailed to all.


ii) Actions that need to be taken



Bus Stop

The Chairman noted that the bus stop outside the Chequers Public House is deteriorating.


EPC Burial Ground
The Chairman noted that the burial ground at Hartley Wintney has a list of rules and regulations up and suggested that possibly similar signage was required at Eversley’s burial ground. 

Dog fouling
The Chairman asked if there were signs up along footpath 17. The Parish Warden who was in attendance replied that there was not and could the Dog Warden at HART be asked either to put up signage or to provide signs for  both footpath 17 and 19. The Clerk to pursue.


Clerk
57
DEPUTY PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,

Copies of the Deputy Parish Warden’s report November had been emailed to all.

Hours worked
The Chairman noticed that the Deputy Parish Warden did not always do 20 hours. Cllr P Todd explained that the 20 hours were a maximum.

Uncovered skip lorries
The Deputy Parish Warden had reported to the Clerk that he had noticed uncovered skip lorries. The Clerk was asked to put an article in the Parish Magazine regarding this.


Clerk
Cllr P Todd suggested that if the problem got worse it could be reported to UK Waste in order to clear it.


58
CHAIR REPORT,

The Chairman circulated the Chair’s Report see Appendix 1.

Burial Ground
Councillors confirmed that the tap had been switched off as the pipe from the residents’ house had been causing a leak.
59
GRANTS,

Community Pay- Back scheme


i) 
All Councillors felt it was an excellent idea to use the Community Pay-Back Scheme within Eversley.

ii) Councillors were asked to discuss ideas of areas where this scheme could be used via e.mail.                                                                                                                         
ALL                                                       





  
60
BURIAL GROUND EXTENSION,


i) Meeting with the land owners
Cllr D Bradley is trying to arrange another meeting with the land owners.




DB

ii) Requirements for the Burial Ground Extension 
Cllr P Todd explained that the suggestion from the land owner was not to buy the land but to rent it and that this had been done in other parishes. There was insufficient information to comment further and it was agreed to include this item on the Full Council Agenda for 4.1.12 and for it to remain as an Open Spaces Agenda item.
Clerk
61
TREES, HEDGES, VERGES AND DITCHES


i)  Cllr P Arpino reported that the hedges around Firgrove Manor were very overgrown and going into the ditches. The Chairman agreed to contact the land owners.
SD

The Chairman asked the Parish Warden if he could cut back the hedges along Yeomans in Chequers Green.




PW

ii) Garden Plot Ditch
Cllr P Todd explained that Open Spaces would have responsibility for the ditch. The Chairman asked if The Parish Warden and Brian Webb could quote to clear the ditch.





Clerk
62       ADVERSE WEATHER,


The Chairman explained that much information had already been sent to Councillors regarding snow and adverse weather. Cllr P Todd explained that Highways would deal with clearing major roads first and that minor roads would be a long way down the list. Nick Robins had said to EPC that he had snow removal equipment which could be used by EPC if required. HCC also have agreements with all local farmers with tractors to assist in the case of snow. The Chairman explained that Cllr C Young was the nominated Emergency Planning Officer.


The Clerk was requested to include in the Parish Magazine and on EPC’s website the contact details in the event of snow and also to remind people that the blue salt bins are only to be used on public highways.


Clerk

The Clerk also agreed to put the poster regarding snow on the notice board.
Clerk

(Following the meeting Councillors reported that new blue salt bins had been placed on  Chequers Lane and outside Charles Kingsley’s School as previously requested.)
63
ANY OTHER OPEN SPACES ITEMS OF INFORMATION,


i) The Clerk had no items of information to report.

ii) The Chairman drew attention to the HART Emergency Structure and Emergency office at HART.  

There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………
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Eversley Open Spaces Committee
Chair brief report (Sep/Oct/Nov) 2011 
General

The committee continues to monitor and review our open space. All looks and feels maintained. We are seeing continued degradation in two areas, equipment with bark hoardings Chequers Green play area and the verge at UP Green common. Safety is our upmost priority and our parish warden has removed all rotten wood from the play area. We will look for low cost improvements and longer term we have requested capital investment across the parish. 
Quick round up:

Play Areas Chequers green car park fence, a post and rail rotten. S106 requests put to HART, no response back.
Main contract tender cutting and trimming contract was published, interested suppliers have toured sites. We are in receipt of confidential tenders. All will be shortlisted, no formal presentations I feel required, but expect informal attendance to our meeting by awarded contractor April. Next milestones, internal review and selection meeting TBA, Tender award date 4th February, Contract start date 1st April 2012.

Village Sign was taken down and now with volunteers being restored with no target date. We must keep in mind Queen's Diamond Jubilee in 2012 celebrations (Tuesday 5 June).

War Memorial Wooden Cross restoration. I accept progress is too slow on this item and communication poor. Target date to lie down or remove for safety by end of January weather permitting.  We have two lines to follow for replacement wood, decision to be made by end of Jan and deliver agreement timeline to complete.

Garden Plots No progress in reporting recommended improvements to the site. Outside issues raised on ditch and flooding prevention by neighbours.

Bus Shelters Chequers Pub - Pieces of wood hanging from roof.

Burial ground Water Tap not working as reported to me. TBC

Noticeboards New TalkTalk board installed, had positive feedback. I need to progress additional boards on our sponsor being able to supply more.

-Cllr Dickens Dec 11.
