MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19TH APRIL 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.35PM.


PRESENT:
Cllr P Tidey
(Chairman)





Cllr D Bradley





Cllr D Newman





Cllr C Young





Cllr P Todd

(Ex Officio)



ALSO PRESENT:
Mrs J Routley, Mr S Dickens and Mrs B Hawken, Clerk. 




The Parish Warden delivered copies of his report for April but was unable to attend the meeting.
120

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

Apologies had been received from Cllr A Ricketts.
   121
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15TH MARCH 2011,




It was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
PDT

122
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15TH MARCH 2011,


Min 110:
Up Green Lodge

The Clerk confirmed that there had been no further correspondence from the occupant or her solicitor.  A further request for an update   will be sent.




Clerk



Cross Green Pond

The Chairman apologised that this was still outstanding and that and action would be taken as soon as possible.
PDT/PT/RN


Bus stops/Bins at bus stops
Zak La Gumina has been informed of the redundant post on the west side of the A327, north of the roundabout, he is also trying to get hold of some new timetable boxes.



Developer Contributions
It had been agreed at the Planning Committee meeting earlier that the Chairman would contact Carl Westby with a view to arranging a meeting.





PDT  


Eversley Village Sign

The Chairman apologised that he had not yet contacted any known local graphic artists but would attempt to do so before his term as Chairman ended.




PDT  





PDT



 Burial Ground

        Cllr P Todd reported that he had discussed the matter with the landowner and produced a draft plan based on the purchase of a 25m strip of land (approximately .8 of an acre).  This would provide in the region of 540 grave spaces and ashes plots and would cost, at current rates, approximately £20K. As this amount of plots would not be needed immediately it might be possible to phase the purchase over a period of time.  The landowner still has to discuss this with his business partner. Cllr Todd offered to pursue the matter.






 
PT


Wooden Cross

It had been agreed that EPC should be the motivator and arrange to get others, such as the British Legion etc involved.  The Chairman reported that he had contacted the British Legion Representative and Rev. Mike Saunders who had suggested that the PCC should write to the Diocese for permission.  Cllr Todd confirmed that there would need to be an application to the Bishop for a Faculty to replace or repair the Cross. 
The Chairman reported that he had obtained a quote as a reference point for the work to be done and this was £2824 plus VAT. The Clerk had looked for grants but unfortunately budgets for war memorials etc have been cut.  The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee is for items over 20K and although there are other small funds, none seem suitable.  It does appear that an event or events will need to be organised to raise funds.
14.6.11
123
DIARY MATTERS,


None.

124
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,


None.

125
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,


EPC Projects


Mr S Dickens suggested that all EPC projects should have cover sheets to show who had originally requested the project.  The Chairman suggested that this was something the new Open Spaces Committee should look at following the AGM on 11th May. 
126
PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,  

Parish Warden, Richard Notz arrived to circulate copies of his report for March but was unable to stay for the meeting.  


Chequers Green/Sherlock Lea


The Parish Warden had reported that the lane from Sherlock Lea looks like a fly tipping site.  The Chairman offered to look at the lane and report to the Parish Clerk.










PDT
127
DEPUTY PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,


The Chairman reported that the A327 was becoming a problem and he would ask the Deputy Parish Warden to tackle it.  Cllr P Todd explained that if it was found that the problem was caused by lorries not being covered properly, their numbers should be noted and the relevant owners informed and asked to clear the rubbish.  UK Waste has cleared the road in the past when one of its lorries was at fault.  The Chairman will inform the Deputy Parish Warden.



PDT
128
TREES, HEDGES AND VERGES.


Hollybush Lane Ditch


Colin Harris had confirmed that HCC’s contractor had been hoping to start work on the new culvert last week and James Holt would be asked to contact Thames Valley Housing for their programme of works to get all ditches clear.  It was confirmed that the work had been done but a willow tree had been left and required removal.  It was agreed to report this to Colin Harris.
Clerk


Cross Green Track


Cllr D Bradley reported that, following the improvements to the track, cars were driving too quickly and creating a great deal of dust.  A complaint had been received from a local resident and ESA would be writing to explain that it would be doing its best to ensure that the problem was dealt with.

Garden Cottage 


Delays had caused a knock on effect on the reinstatement of the village green. However the grass grid had been ordered and it was hoped that seeding would commence in the 3rd week of April.  Advice has been sought from Rigby and Taylor of Guildford, specialists in all types of amenity grass seed

129
GRANTS,


Lower Common


The Hang Out in Hart Scheme requires a final report for the Big Lottery.  The Chairman offered to deal with this and despatch it by the end of this week.




PDT


   

130
OTHER OPEN SPACES MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman), 

Thames Water Pumping Station

Cllr C Young reported that the fly tipping previously reported, had still not been cleared.  The Clerk agreed to contact Thames Water again.





Clerk







The Ford



The Clerk had reported to Wokingham BC that the depth gauge at the Ford had been broken.  Wokingham Online Services had confirmed that Case number 135075 has been generated for the enquiry. 
Clerk



Lower Common


It had been noted that the owner of the woodland adjoining the Parish Land and Play Area had erected fences around his landholding.  There are two different problem areas:   

· Western fence 

This has been erected to leave a very narrow footpath (Footpath 3) between the fence and the ditch.   Rights of Way law states that where a width is not stipulated in the definitive Statement (as in this case) then the width of the Right of Way is "the extent of land used by the public as a highway".   Some of the new posts have been driven through what was used as the path.   It was agreed that the Rights of Way officer at HCC should be informed and asked to investigate.
Clerk

· Eastern Fence 

This has been erected on the Parish Council's side of the concrete marker posts at the north and south of the site and appears to go in a wide arc so that at its mid-point it might stray about 1.5 to 2 metres over the boundary, thus enclosing EPC land.   It was agreed to discuss the matter at the next Full Council meeting as it was believed that parishioners ought not to be allowed to "appropriate" parish land.
11.5.11
 (Since the meeting, a notice had been received from Hart DC’s Enforcement Officer, that the fence had been reported for investigation by a member of the public.  Sharon Whittaker has been informed of EPC’s discussion.)
131

ANY OTHER OPEN SPACES ITEMS OF INFORMATION.

Lower Common – Geocache
Helen Ede, one of the Garden Plot tenants has asked if she can place a geocache in the wooded area by the Lower Common play area. The idea is that families can search for the geocache (a small plastic container), using a GPS device or iPhone.  It would be hidden near a tree so general public can't find it. Once found, the family can log their find in the book in the container. The children can then play in the park before they go home.  It involves no maintenance from EPC, as Helen will be solely responsible for it's welfare.  It was agreed that provided this was well maintained, it could be an asset.  Since the meeting, the Chairman has contacted Helen Ede and arranged the siting of the geocache which has now been installed and “discovered” by some families who also commented favourably on the lovely setting.




Before the Chairman closed the meeting, Cllr P Todd asked that the grateful thanks of the Parish Council be recorded to Cllr Pete Tidey for his period as Chairman of the Open Spaces Committee.  This was endorsed by all present.



All
There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

