MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 18TH JANUARY 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.30PM.


PRESENT:
Cllr P Tidey 
(Chairman)





Cllr D Bradley





Cllr D Newman





Cllr A Ricketts





Cllr C Young





Cllr P Todd

(Ex Officio)

ALSO PRESENT:
Mrs B Hawken, Clerk. Mr R Notz arrived at 8:35pm.
79 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,


  Cllr J Foster.  

   80
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14TH DECEMBER 2010,




Cllr C Young reported that he had not been present at the meeting on 14th December and therefore his name should not be included.





Cllr D Newman reported that he had been present at the meeting on 14th December and therefore his name should be added to the list of those present.



Min 71:
Line 6
Amend to read “Calthorpe Estate, who have leased it to the Forestry Commission but have sold the Mineral rights to Lafarge”.  


Min 72:
Line 1
Amend to read “DeVere Venues”.

With these amendments, It was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.




PDT

81
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14TH DECEMBER 2010,


Min 68:
Reading Road
              
Sharon Whittaker, HDC had not responded to the Clerk regarding the rubbish piled at the old “Village Hall“.   The rubbish remains so the Clerk will continue to pursue.



Clerk



Up Green


The Chairman reported that the occupant has not contacted him neither has the work been carried out to return the area to its natural state.  It was agreed that a letter will be sent to the occupant requesting compliance.
Clerk


The Fielders

 Cllr C Young reported that the work requested had been carried out by Andrew Sellick’s contractor and the area is much improved. 



Oaks at Warbrook

Cllr D Bradley asked if there was a plan for two trees, not oaks, within the avenue.  The Chairman explained that these are very old and both within Warbrook land.  He is meeting the new manager soon and will discuss this together with other matters.



PDT
Min 69:
Garden Cottage

Work to give damage free access without changing the appearance of the area had been authorised at the Full Council meeting on 5th January.
Min 71:
Fly Tipping


The Clerk had spoken to Wayne Dumelow, Quarry Manager at Lafarge.  He was well aware of the problem as fly tipping had been witnessed in July 2010 and the details, including registration number had been reported to the Police and the EA.  He would have dealt with the barrier/bund but had been awaiting information from the Police.  He had expected a successful prosecution and was disappointed that no action seemed to have been taken.  He has also been in touch with the Crime Prevention Officer, Penny Trant and will contact Mark Hoban.  Penny Trant had also informed him of reasonably priced miniature camouflaged cameras that are now available and can be fixed in trees etc to catch fly tippers.  He confirmed that once the rubbish has been tidied up, a bund of soils will be placed across the entrance.  

The following fly tipping was also reported and details will be passed on to the Hart Street Care Officer:

· Fox Lane
Office Chair dumped.

· Welsh Drive     A tv and gaming seats dumped on B3016 Coopers Hill
· coming from A30 on left hand side.

   Clerk


Min 72:
Warbrook Lane Ditch

The Chairman confirmed that this had been cleared and the cleaning of the culvert would be discussed at the Highways meeting on 20th January.


Cross Green Pond

The outlet of the pond is again blocked by willow roots.  Discussion of the problems will be added to the next Full Council Agenda under flooding.




Clerk

Min 75:
Chequers Green, Hawthorn Hedge

The Chairman confirmed delivery of the plants which he will arrange for volunteers to put in as soon as possible.  
PDT

Min 76:
Eversley Village Sign

The Chairman confirmed that he had spoken to the school and the children are busy designing the new sign.  He will review the designs as soon as they are ready.



PDT

82
DIARY MATTERS,

Bus stops/Bins at bus stops

It had been agreed to revisit the purchase and


siting of bins at bus stops but it was agreed that litter was not a problem in these areas so this will not be pursued.  The main problem was that there were no timetables at the bus stops and no bus stop signs outside Warbrook.  It was agreed to check the position with Zak La Gumina at HCC.  In the meantime the Clerk will email a timetable to Warbrook House.







 Clerk  
83
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,


None.

84
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,


None.

85
PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,  

Copies of the Parish Warden’s report for December were passed out:  


Household rubbish 


The Parish Warden and Deputy Parish Warden are aware of the need to find evidence of rubbish dumping.  Nothing was found in December.



  RN/SC

Lower Common Play Area

The cradle swing has been bent because the uprights have been damaged.  The Parish Warden will try to fix.

RN

Fingerposts 


The fingerpost on Footpath 23 at Cross Green has been moved and the Parish Warden will resite it.  New fingerposts have been erected 

RN


on Footpaths 23 and 25, presumably by HCC although no notification has been received. 

Great A



The Parish Warden confirmed he had removed the police tape and bits of car left following the recent accident.

86
DEPUTY PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,

Copies of the Deputy Parish Warden’s report for December had been attached to the Agenda:
The bad weather and a bout of flu meant that little had been done.


87
TREES, HEDGES AND VERGES.

A327 Ditches      


Cllr C Young reported his concern that during the heavy rain, the previous week, the ditch on the west side of the A327 from the roundabout towards Warbrook gate had been full to almost overflowing, whilst further down it was empty.  The Chairman explained that the flow went beneath the A327 in a culvert, but the high water levels suggested a blockage in the ditch or inadequate capacity of the culvert.  The Chairman said he would discuss the state of the ditch with the manager of Warbrook House.




PDT



Chequers Lane


A letter had been received from a resident regarding encroachment by hedgerows, particularly bad behind Plum Hollow Cottage and Turnpike Cottage with the concealed entrance sign on Turnpike corner now being fully immersed into the hedge. The resident believed the road to have been at least 2 metres wider in the past.  Turnpike Cottage corner is an extremely sharp bend, with very poor visibility and there are now various points where it is impossible to get two cars past each other without having to drive into the hedge itself.  Children and many others use Chequers Lane on route to the school bus and have to walk around a blind bend.  The resident believes that these hedgerows should be classed as a obstruction to the public highway.  Before agreeing to send letters on behalf of HCC, the Chairman offered to have a look at the area in question to establish exactly which properties are causing the problem.
PDT/Clerk
88
GRANTS,
The Chairman raised a request for support from Kate Burnett, a parent and member of FOCKSA (Friends of Charles Kingsley’s School Association) who is in the process of applying to the CEMEX Foundation for funding of high visibility jackets for those children walking to school. She is completing the Expression of Interest form which needs to be submitted by 1st February 2011.  Following discussion it was agreed that the Open Spaces Committee of Eversley PC was behind the scheme and the Chairman would raise a letter of support.  Cllr D Bradley offered to obtain the name of a prominent official of CEMEX to aid the application.




PDT/DB
89
DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS,


Cllr Bradley confirmed that his report on the geographical spread of the users of the ESA facilities had been sent to Daryl Phillips and Carl Westby but there had been no response, as yet, to the request for a meeting with them early in New Year.  This would be pursued.
DN

The Clerk confirmed that she was keeping a list of all s106 leisure contributions at the time of planning application and updating this when applications were approved. 




Tennis Facility - Cllr D Newman had been unable to discuss this with the interested parishioner but would do so as soon as possible.


The individual clubs within ESA are putting forward suggestions for the long-term development of ESA.  Cllr Bradley suggested that if EPC wanted to have input into this  long-term plan it should discuss the need for recreational activities in the village.  Following discussion, it was agreed that if Cllr Bradley believed that any recreational needs were not being met by the long-term plan, these should be reported back to the Open Spaces Committee by Cllr Bradley.   However, it was agreed that it was not for the Parish Council to decide on the types of recreation to be made available, rather it should cast itself in the role of enabler, to assist those wishing to start various groups and clubs.


All
90
CHEQUERS GREEN,


Chequers Green Trim Trail

The Chairman passed copies of the proposed survey for review.  Following minor alterations, it was agreed that the survey be circulated to homes in the Eastern end of the village.  The Chairman asked for volunteers and Cllrs Ricketts, Newman and Young, together with the Chairman will distribute the survey.  It was also suggested that the Chairman arrange for a box be placed in Centre Stores together with additional copies, to enable other residents to complete and drop off completed forms.

PDT

91
OTHER OPEN SPACES MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman), 

Signage


Cllr D Bradley referred to the misdirection signs erected by Hart DC for ESA.  ESA covered these to prevent problems and John Elson has confirmed that his signage contractor will remove the incorrect signs at the end of this week.  Cllr Bradley was concerned that these might not be collected but following discussion it was agreed to allow John Elson’s contractor time to remove them.



Cllr Bradley referred to the sign relating to the letting of a business unit at Parfitts Farm and asked if the Enforcement Officer had done anything about the investigation.  Following the meeting the Clerk checked emails relating to this and confirmed that Sylvia O’Connor had spoken to Mr Sellick in late November who advised her that he was hopeful that the sign would be redundant by December.  She had agreed to take no further action but review the situation at a later date.  A request has been sent for an update.




Clerk










92
ANY OTHER OPEN SPACES ITEMS OF INFORMATION.


Burial Ground

Cllr D Bradley asked if the prospect of additional land was still being pursued and the Chairman suggested this be added to the next Open Spaces Agenda.





Clerk


Walks in Eversley

Cllr P Todd referred to an email received from Sam Knowles, Leisure Development Officer at HDC requesting details of walks.  He believed this referred to group walks lead by a guide, rather than details of Footpaths for which information was already available.


 

There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50 pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

