MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00PM.


PRESENT:
Cllr S Dickens
(Chairman)





Cllr C Young 





Cllr P Arpino




Cllr P Todd

(Ex Officio) 


ALSO PRESENT:
Mr M Hartley (member of the public) and Mrs J Routley, Clerk. Mr R Notz (Parish Warden) and Mrs M Notz arrived at 8.32pm
36

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

Apologies had been received from Cllr A Ricketts.
37
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2011,




Min: 32 Line 4 Amend “Daryl Philips” to read “Daryl Phillips”.



With this amendment, it was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.




SD
38
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2011,

Min: 23
Cross Green Pond
The Chairman, Cllr K Neville and the Parish Warden are to look into this matter.



SD/KN/PW


Bus stops

The Chairman reported that as part of the ongoing Gas works, the bus stop by Centre Stores had been taken down. He suggested monitoring this situation to ensure it was reinstated.


SD



 Eversley Village Sign

The Chairman reported that this was progressing. Cllr C Young offered to check on the progress with the Parish Warden.
CY








  








Burial Ground 

The Chairman stated that Cllr P Todd and Cllr D Bradley would report back in December.



        
20.12.11

It was also noted that landscaping of the new burial ground had been added to the s106 Contributions list for Leisure Projects.





SD

             
Wooden Cross

The Chairman confirmed that he had spoken to the War Memorials Trust and that they were willing to give a grant for this project.  Cllr K Neville volunteered to offer his services for free to make a new cross if the materials could be provided. 


It was resolved that the Chairman would look into whether the Conservation Society would be happy with replacement as opposed to restoration




SD

The Chairman also agreed to look into whether the wood could be obtained and would email Cllr K Neville photos and details of the Cross.




SD


Thames Water Pumping Station
Cllr C Young is to checked whether the fly tipping at this site has now been cleared.


CY







The Ford


The Clerk is to verify with Cllr D Bradley if the sign has now been replaced. Cllr P Todd stated that WBC is looking at the signing on the other side of the Ford. Cllr C Young noted that the signage on this side gives the wrong impression that it is safe to drive through. (Following the meeting it was confirmed by Cllr D Bradley that the sign had not yet been replaced.)

Clerk


Min: 27 Parish Warden’s Report

Cllr P Todd reported that there was no update as yet on revising the descriptions on the Parish Warden’s contract.


PT/SD
Min: 35 Concrete Bollards at The Fielders
The Clerk confirmed that EPC’s insurance would cover this area. The Chairman confirmed that he had written back to the resident who had queried this. Long term he felt that EPC should look at replacing the bollards with something more attractive.






39
DIARY MATTERS,

Grounds Maintenance Tender

It was resolved that the Chairman and any other interested councillors, would do a trial run of the walk around for tenderers and set dates for the actual site visits.



SD




SD

 
40
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,


None.

41
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,

Verges
Mr M Hartley asked that in the light of HDC transferring responsibility for road sweeping and debris to Basingstoke and Deane Council could it be confirmed that the remaining part of the responsibilities (verge maintenance and grass cutting) would remain with HDC. Cllr S Dickens explained that it depends on the landowner and where this is the Highways Department then they deputise to Hart who delegate the work to a contractor. Where there is a private landowner EPC can write to them and this is being addressed as in agenda item 9 (see minute 44).


Mr M Hartley enquired which of EPC’s committees were responsible with regards to verges. Cllr P Todd explained that EPC has no responsibility with regards to this as they are not a responsible Highways Authority and can therefore not monitor what Hart does in this regard.

42
PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,  


Copies of the Parish Warden’s report for September and October had been emailed to all.


The Parish Warden was in attendance and reported that there had been fly tipping at Firgrove Road.

The Chairman thanked the Parish Warden for his assistance in adding the locks to the noticeboard.
43
DEPUTY PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,

Copies of the Deputy Parish Warden’s report for September and October had been emailed to all.

Village Hall
The Chairman reported that recently there had been a lot of litter around the Village Hall. The high number of glass bottles was again noted.




Areas covered by the Deputy Parish Warden
 The Chairman suggested that it may sometimes be useful to divert the Parish Warden onto other areas that required litter picking.

44
TREES, HEDGES, VERGES AND DITCHES


Overgrown Hedges

The Chairman reported that local landowners, Mr Sellick, Cemex and Hollybush Farm had been contacted about overgrown hedges and they had agreed to address these issues in the next few weeks.

The Chairman reported that he had made one mistake on land owner and circulated a map to enable Councillors to verify. It was found that one of the hedges in question on Chequers Green by the houses belonged to EPC. 


It was resolved to ask the Parish Warden to cut back the hedge.
Clerk
The Chairman felt that Chequers Green in general needed some time spent on it and would discuss it with the Parish Warden.




SD
Verges


The Chairman reported that some areas in Chequers Lane were still waiting for remediation work by the Gas Works company.


Ditches

Cllr D Bradley reported the following:

Warbrook Lane eastern end  The ditch on the north side was running freely but again could benefit from clearance. The Clerk to contact HCC the riparian owner of the land adjacent to this ditch.







Clerk
Warbrook Lane 
The ditch traversing the fields to the north of Warbrook Lane from the mid culvert was running freely but it has been well known for many years to be at risk of causing flooding for two reasons, the shallow section adjacent to Rommat and the tree, weed and shrub growth within the ditch all the way down to the river. Open Spaces Committee to take on board what to do about this in consultation with riparian owners.
SD
St Neot's Road 
Ditch adjacent to Parish Council land in St Neot's Road.  Open Spaces Committee to arrange clearance.




SD
No. 8 Lower Common
The owners had contacted EPC to request installing a disabled access ramp across the ditch. The Clerk had directed them to inform Sentinel of the specific access needs and asks Sentinel to negotiate with the Environment Agency to obtain the necessary consent. 
Up Green


Damage to the verge at Up Green was reported as previously mentioned in minute 41 by Mr M Hartley. 

45
FUTURE CAPITAL PROJECT LIST,

The Chairman referred  to the list as distributed at the previous Open Spaces meeting and asked if any Councillors had any further suggestions for the list. Cllr C Young referred to a past potential project to create a footpath from Up Green up Cooper’s Hill. He suggested that this would cost little if EPC could get agreement from the landowners to let pedestrians have access.
46
CHEQUERS GREEN,

The Chairman reported that so far he had been unsuccessful in arranging a convenient time to meet with the Parish Warden and other Councillors at Chequers Green. He said that there was less urgency as the dangerous wood have been removed and made safe but that he would still like others to review this area to see what future projects can be done. Cllr P Arpino and Cllr C Young confirmed they could be available to do this.
SD/PA/CY 
47
GARDEN PLOTS,

This item is to be deferred until the next meeting in order to obtain costing information regarding deer fencing.



20.12.11


48
CORRESPONDENCE,

Larches – Posts on highway
The Chairman explained that letters had been exchanged with the owners regarding posts installed on the highways. Following a discussion it was resolved to write again to the owners stating that EPC’s preferred option would be for removable of the posts but failing this to make the posts more visible and to maintain the grass surrounding them.



Clerk

   
Gorse Cottage – Granite blocks in conservation area 
The Chairman explained that a parishioner had reported that granite blocks were being installed on land that actually belonged to EPC. The Chairman had spoken to the owner of Gorse Cottage who had stopped this immediately once it was raised.
49

OTHER OPEN SPACES MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman), 


Grounds Maintenance Contract
The Parish Warden who was present, raised concerns that the Grounds Maintenance Contract, currently out for tender, involved work that he was currently undertaking. He also expressed displeasure in the manner in which this had been communicated. 

  Cllr C Young offered an apology to the Parish Warden on behalf of the committee for any miscommunication.



Following a discussion the Chairman summarised that the intention in going out for tender on these services was not because EPC has any complaints about the present performance of its contractors, but simply to check that EPC was still getting best value for money for the services.
50

ANY OTHER OPEN SPACES ITEMS OF INFORMATION.

None.



There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

