MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15TH JUNE 2010 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.18PM.

PRESENT:
Cllr P Tidey 
(Chairman)




Cllr J Foster




Cllr D Newman




Cllr A Ricketts




Cllr P Todd

(Ex Officio)

ALSO PRESENT:
Mr R Cole, Mr S Dickens, Mr R Notz (arrived at 8.35pm) and Mrs B Hawken, Clerk.
1 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

Apologies had been received from Cllr C Young and Cllr D Bradley.

2
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20TH APRIL 2010,
 


It was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
  
PDT

4
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 16TH MARCH 2010,


Min 126:
Community Payback Team

The Chairman reported that the Team has some slots free in August and he will follow this up.


PDT



Garden Plots – Fence
                   
The Parish Warden confirmed that this had been fixed.  The Chairman commented that the lock still needs to be fitted and this will be dealt with as soon as possible.

  


RN

Reading Road
              
 
Sharon Whittaker, Enforcement at Hart, has confirmed that she contacted the owner who is arranging for contractors to remove the waste and to construct a small bund to deter future tipping. He is aware of the notice and she will contact him within the next two weeks for an update.

Clerk

 Notice Boards

        

The Chairman reported that a new notice board was being constructed for Lower Common by a volunteer. 

    Dog Fouling Patrols



The Clerk is still awaiting the copy notice from the Parish Warden to enable her to laminate additional notices for use as and when necessary on the entrances to Footpaths.  




RN


RN/Clerk


 Fly Tipping 



All recent fly tipping has been reported to Hart DC.



 Warbrook Lane – Ditch
       T

Gavin Webster had emailed the Clerk to confirm that work was to be carried out on the ditch.  The Chairman confirmed that a certain amount of work had been done but not in the worst area.  He has contacted Gavin Webster and asked him to clear the remainder of the ditch.







Clerk


Min 131:
Hollybush Farm


    No action had been taken regarding the brambles between the farm and Parfitts Farm Barn.  The Clerk will contact Clive Williamson at CEMEX again.




Clerk

Please Note:  Since the meeting, the tenants of Holllybush Farm have confirmed that they had cut back the brambles when first requested.  The Parish Council would like to thank them for their prompt action. 

Min 134:
Up Green sign


   The Clerk confirmed that this had been reported at the Full Council meeting.  It has been reported to HCC three times and a reference number received.  This will be checked on the website to establish its current status.  






Clerk
5
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,


None.

6
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,


Burial Ground - Vaults


  Mr R Cole explained that his family wished to erect a memorial in the Burial Ground and provided copies and an explanation of the design and specification.  The Chairman explained that the Cole family had been informed that any memorials or monuments above ground level would be subject to the normal Rules and Regulations and must be in keeping with those on other burial plots in the Burial Ground.  A design had been submitted which was outside the specification normally allowed, however, as this is for a vault and not a normal plot EPC was willing to compromise to a certain extent.  Mr Cole was requesting a wider ledger stone in order to take a lower headstone.  A narrower ledger stone would require a higher headstone and he had wanted to keep within the height restrictions imposed by the Rules and Regulations of the Burial Ground.  Following a great deal of discussion it was agreed to vote on the following:


1
A wider ledger stone with lower headstone as in Mr Cole’s design.


2
A narrower ledger stone with a higher headstone.

3
Ask Mr Cole to redesign the memorial.


The vote was 3 in favour of Option 1 with 2 abstentions.


It was generally believed that it was more important to restrict the height of the memorial on health and safety grounds.  Mr Cole was thanked for attending and given permission to use his design.

EPC Contracts


Mr S Dickens asked for details of the tender process undertaken by EPC.  Cllr P Todd explained that at present the only major contract EPC has is for Grounds Maintenance and this is held by a local contractor, Nick Robins Ltd, on a 3 year basis.  The Parish Council has to tender three companies for any contract over a certain amount and would not normally re-tender unless it is unhappy with the service provided.  Mr Dickens suggested that the next time the contract us up for renewal it should be put out to tender.
7
PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,

The Parish Warden’s reports for April and May had been circulated by email.  
Footpaths


During April and May the majority of Footpaths had been walked to check on their condition.
Play Areas

All play areas had been strimmed, mowed and blown and generally tidied up.
Garden Plots

The water pipe had been repaired and the fence re-erected.

Fly Tipping

Several cases reported via the Clerk to Hart DC.  It was noted that a bin liner of dead chicken had been removed from Firgrove Road by the Parish Warden.  The Clerk reminded him that this should have been reported to Hart DC in case it had been diseased.

Graveyard

Broken glass and bottles removed from graves.

Great A


Fir log removed to Lower Common Play Area.
8
DEPUTY PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,

The Deputy Parish Warden’s report for April had been attached to the Agenda.  There was no report for May as the Deputy Parish Warden had been on holiday.   







9
TREES, HEDGES AND VERGES.


Burial Ground

Cllr P Todd reported that an enormous oak branch had broken off and dropped onto the new holly hedge.  It was agreed that the Parish Warden would deal with this.






RN 
Bluebell Wood

In response to a query from Cllr A Ricketts regarding responsibility for keeping the footpaths clear, the Chairman explained that the land is leased by the tenants of Hollybush Farm and none of the informal pathways through the wood are registered Rights of Way.  Cllr Todd explained that the opportunity exists of having the pathways registered as public Footpaths, if 20 people can be found to sign statements that they have used them for 20 years.  The area is recorded as Ancient Woodland, but EPC has been unable to get English Nature, or Natural England as it now is, to consider it for designation as an SSSI, because so few sites are granted this status each year.  
10
GRANTS,

Lower Common - Toddler Zone

The Chairman reported that the equipment had been installed last week and he was in the process of completing the report for Veolia.  All the work was carried out by volunteers to whom a huge vote of thanks is due.
All

Application for Leader Funding

The Chairman reported that this had been submitted.

11        OTHER OPEN SPACES MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman), 

None.
12
ANY OTHER OPEN SPACES ITEMS OF INFORMATION.

Garden Plots




 The Chairman reported that a resident had erected a fence and incorporated some of the garden plot land into his garden.  Following an informal discussion with the Chairman the fence had been taken down and re-erected in its original place.  





A tenant had suggested that Brian Webb might be considering putting horses back in the paddock.  As the gate to that area is just a plank which deer can get under or over it was queried if anything could be done to prevent this.  The Clerk will contact Brian Webb and the Parish Warden also offered to discuss the matter with him to see if a solution could be found.



Clerk/RN 

Play Areas




  The Chairman commented that prior to the annual inspection by Rob Wheway, the Parish Warden had carried out a blitz on the bark pits which were now in good condition.  Professional advice has been taken and these will  be kept in good condition with a specialist weed killer which is benign once used and safe for children and animals.  Richard Notz was thanked for his hard work.


Centre Stores


Cllr P Todd reported that John Hartle had advised him that Morag and Peter Lamb had decided to retire in August and he would be taking over.  He has identified a source of grant from the Community Grant Scheme, has several new ideas for the shop and would appreciate a letter of support from EPC.  Cllr Todd offered to deal with this.





PT 



There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.08 pm.
	
	



Chairman…………………………………………..Date…………………………………..
 

