MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.12PM.


PRESENT:
Cllr P Tidey 
(Chairman)





Cllr D Newman





Cllr A Ricketts





Cllr P Todd

(Ex Officio)

ALSO PRESENT:
Mr S Dickens, Mrs B Hawken, Clerk. Mr R Notz arrived at 8:35pm.
93
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,


  Apologies had been received from Cllrs C Young, D Bradley, J Foster and Dr A Crampton.

   94
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 18TH JANUARY 2011,



It was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
PDT

95
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 18TH JANUARY 2011,


Min 81:
Reading Road
              
Fresh fly tipping has been reported in an area opposite the village hall.  Hart Street Care Officer, Angela Nash is investigating.
Clerk


Up Green


The Clerk reported that the occupant has contacted EPC to confirm that the matter is in the hands of her solicitor.  It was agreed to request an update in time for the next meeting.

18.3.11


Oaks at Warbrook

The Chairman apologised that this had not been discussed during his meeting with new manager, Gillian Roe.  He would take up the matter at a future meeting.



PDT


Garden Cottage

The Chairman offered to oversee the work that was being done to ensure that it was dealt with as swiftly and efficiently as possible.  (Immediately following the meeting, Mr Edmund-Jones left a message to confirm that he hopes to have the Green restored by the end of March.)  


Cross Green Pond

The Chairman confirmed that he was waiting for the weather to improve in order to arrange the clearance of the outlet.             
PDT/PT/RN



Chequers Green, Hawthorn Hedge
   The Chairman confirmed that planting had been delayed awaiting an improvement in the weather. 
  
PDT

Min 82:
Bus stops/Bins at bus stops
Zak La Gumina at HCC has installed temporary flags on the roadsigns outside Warbrook House to indicate bus stops and has informed Fleet Buzz.  It is the responsibility of the operator to provide timetable cases and information but where possible HCC does try and assist but has none in stock.  He has offered to fit some redundant cases as soon as possible.  The Clerk will attempt to obtain these from Fleet Buzz.



Clerk

Min 89:
Developer Contributions
The Chairman reported that EPC was still awaiting the result of a discussion between Carl Westby and Daryl Phillips relating to ESA.  


Tennis Facility 



Cllr D Newman explained that, unfortunately, the parishioner he had believed would be interested had declined to become involved.

Min 91:
 Signage


Sylvia O’Connor, Enforcement at Hart has confirmed that she has requested the removal of the unauthorised sign relating to the letting of a business unit at Parfitts Farm.
96
DIARY MATTERS,


None.
97
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,


None.

98
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,


None.

99
PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,  

Copies of the Parish Warden’s report for January had been emailed to all.  


Footpath 21

The Parish Warden believes the pathway beside Marsh Lane, South from the end of Footpath 21 is unsafe.  A lot of fence posts are broken and the fence needs replacing.  Landowner Andrew Sellick will be informed.

Clerk

Dog Poo


This is becoming a greater nuisance.  Signs have been erected but it seems these are largely ignored.  (See Chequers Green Survey).
100
DEPUTY PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,

Copies of the Deputy Parish Warden’s report for January had been attached to the Agenda:

It was reported that there appears to be a great deal of litter between the Fielders and the village shop.  It was thought this might be related to the roadworks.  The DPW will be informed.





  Clerk
101
TREES, HEDGES AND VERGES.

A327 Ditches      

The Chairman confirmed that he had raised the problem of the A327 ditches with new DeVere Manager, Gillian Roe, who had agreed to put it on a schedule of ditches to be cleared.


PDT



Chequers Lane

The Chairman reported that he had discussed the matter with the owner who has trimmed back the hedge which is now very neat and tidy. The owner was thanked for her co-operation.


Hollybush Lane Ditch

Thames Housing has been asked to clear the ditch and has confirmed that its neighbourhood’s officer will arrange for a quote from its external contractors.





Clerk

Cross Green Track

The Chairman explained that the track at the end, by the road had been widened by about 1½ metres and needs to be patched up.  ESA has offered to deal with this in March but has asked for assistance with the costs.  It was agreed to allow £80 to purchase the necessary scalpings.


All
102
GRANTS,
The Chairman confirmed that the application had been sent to CEMEX who have agreed to fund the safety vests for children walking to school.   
Lower Common

Carl Westby, Hart DC has asked all recipients of the Hang Out in Hart money for a final report.  The Chairman confirmed that he would be dealing with this.





  PDT
103
CHEQUERS GREEN,


Survey Results

     The Chairman reported that of the 316 surveys that had been distributed, 31 had been completed and returned.  He had produced a comprehensive breakdown of the results and would arrange to publish them.  He would also be asking for volunteers to implement some of the changes.  It was generally agreed that a working party would be needed to decide on the best way forward.




All


All



Dog Poo


This is becoming a greater nuisance and was mentioned by several of those completing the survey.  Cllr Ricketts had produced a copy of the notice used by Crondall, a variation on the one currently used by Eversley.  Crondall is now employing the services of the Hart Dog Warden but Cllr P Todd pointed out that this was costly and he believed that the Warden acts purely in an advisory capacity and would not enforce prosecutions.  The Clerk will contact Environmental Health at Hart to establish the current criteria, as it now also appears that any waste bin can be used to deposit dog poo, not just those dedicated for the job.   The Parish Warden pointed out that many dog walkers already use the existing waste bins in the play areas to deposit dog poo.  Immediately following the meeting, the Clerk confirmed with Environmental Health at Hart that any bin can now be used for dog poo.  Environmental Health has also been asked for some plasticised signs.  In the meantime a further advert has been placed in the Parish Magazine using the Poo Fairy idea to see if this will make people think twice about disposing of dog poo sensibly.




Clerk
104
GREAT A,



The Chairman reported that DeVere Venues had committed to mowing the drive three times a year.  EPC had to clear the area to enable it to be mowed and the least expensive way of doing this was believed to be to hire a digger for two days.  Cost, together with labour, fuel and delivery was estimated at £600 for 2 days.  EPC still has £178 available from the sponsorship of the oaks at Warbrook, so the amount required would be £422.  The expenditure was agreed but would need authorisation at the next Full Council meeting.  The Chairman would make the necessary arrangements to hire the equipment.

Clerk/PT 
105
BURIAL GROUND,


The Chairman suggested that EPC needs to open discussions with the adjoining land owner with a view to purchasing additional land.  Cllr P Todd offered to draft a scheme of what was needed.  The Chairman offered to arrange an initial meeting with the landowner prior to the plan being drawn up.






PDT
106
OTHER OPEN SPACES MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman), 


Eversley Village Sign

The Chairman produced several drawings made by the children at Charles Kingsley’s School and offered to email details of others to the Committee.  The Committee was impressed with the efforts of the children but was unable to decide on one particular drawing.  In the meantime Mrs Sellick has offered to repaint the current sign as it will take some time to have a new sign made.
PDT

107
ANY OTHER OPEN SPACES ITEMS OF INFORMATION.

Graffiti Busting Week
 
The ‘Safer Hart’ Partnership will be running it’s next bi-annual Graffiti Busting Week from 21st – 25th March 2011.  During this week the team will also remove graffiti from private property free of charge, with the landowner’s permission.  The Parish Warden asked that EPC reports the graffiti on the main unit at Chequers Green.

Clerk
Lower Eversley Copse
       Cllr A Ricketts reported that he had found the hide from a recently skinned deer in the bluebell wood and had reported this to PC Mark Hoban.


There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40 pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

