MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14TH JUNE 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 9.08PM.


PRESENT:
Cllr S Dickens
(Chairman)





Cllr P Arpino




Cllr C Young





Cllr P Todd

(Ex Officio) 


ALSO PRESENT:
Cllr D Bradley, Mr Richard Notz (Parish Warden), Mr Paul Simons, 




Mr Kevan Neville Mr Tim Tonkins (Yateley News and Mail) and 




Mrs J Routley, Clerk.
1

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

Apologies had been received from Cllr A Ricketts Cllr J Hartle and Cllr Anne Crampton (HDC)
2
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN,

Cllr S Dickens proposed himself and was seconded by Cllr C Young.  There were no other nominations.  Cllr Dickens accepted the nomination and was elected as Chairman.  
3
TO APPOINT COUNCILLORS WITH SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITES, 



It was resolved to appoint councillors to the vacant posts.


Post e) 
Litter (Highways)


Cllr S Dickens


Post f)
Burial Ground


Cllr P Todd


Post k)
Funding Community Projects

Cllr S Dickens


4
BURIAL GROUND,

In the absence of a Councillor volunteering to do the paperwork, it was resolved to request that the Full Council agree to increase the Clerk’s contracted time by 5 hours per month, to administer the Burial Ground, and that the number of hours required should be kept under review.
6.7.11
5
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19TH APRIL 2011,




It was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
SD
6
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19TH APRIL 2011,


Min 122:
Up Green Lodge

Cllr C Young confirmed that the laurel trees, which had been encroaching onto EPC land had now been removed. Cllr P Todd confirmed that he now considered this matter closed.


Cross Green Pond

Cllr P Todd apologised that this was still outstanding and that action would be taken as soon as possible.
PT/RN


Bus stops/Bins at bus stops
Zak La Gumina (HCC Public Transport), has been informed of the redundant post on the west side of the A327, north of the roundabout. He is also trying to get hold of some new timetable boxes. The Clerk is to follow up on these issues and also to request a permanent bus stop sign by Warbrook House on the northern carriageway. Bus drivers currently believe this is the assigned stop rather than a hail service.




Clerk 



Developer Contributions
The meeting was held last week between Carl Westby (HDC), Cllr D Bradley and ex-Cllr P Tidey. Cllr D Bradley is formulating the report which he will circulate shortly.



DB  


Eversley Village Sign

Cllr C Young agreed to progress this project and would contact local graphic artists. The target for completion is the Diamond Jubilee in 2012.





CY



  








Burial Ground


See Minute 15






 



Wooden Cross

Cllr D Bradley queried if it would be preferable to purchase a new cross rather than spend £2824 on repair. The Chairman agreed to look into the matter and to liaise with ex-Cllr P Tidey.

SD

Min: 128  Hollybush Lane Ditch

The Clerk has contacted Colin Harris regarding removal of the willow tree but has received no response. 
Clerk

Garden Cottage 

Cllr P Todd confirmed that the planting has been successful and that grass on the village green is now growing.

Min: 130 Thames Water Pumping Station
Cllr C Young reported that the fly tipping, previously reported, had been moved but still not cleared.  The Clerk agreed to contact Thames Water again.




Clerk







The Ford



The Clerk had reported to Wokingham BC that the depth gauge at the Ford had been broken.  Wokingham Online Services had replied giving a new case number of 135166 and confirmed that the sign belonging to Wokingham Borough Council was intact. However, the sign belonging to Hampshire County Council did need replacing and that this would need to be logged directly with them. 




Clerk

Lower Common


The Clerk reported that no response had been received from Rights of Way regarding the western fence encroaching onto a footpath (Footpath 3). The Clerk agreed to chase this matter.
Clerk





7
DIARY MATTERS,


Pathway off Footpath 21

Andrew Sellick had offered to examine the fence at the first possible opportunity and to programme the repairs required. However, there has been no update and the Parish Warden offered to investigate this matter. 
RN

Chequers Green Survey Results

It was agreed to put this on the agenda for the next Open Spaces meeting on 19th July 2011.



19.7.11
Eversley Rights of Way Booklet
 
Cllr P Todd confirmed he was still in the process of updating this and would inform the Council once it was completed.



PT
8
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,


None.

9
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,


Chequers Green Survey

Mr P Simons enquired as to the purpose of this survey. The Chairman replied that ex-Cllr P Tidey had conducted this local survey of residents to assess the usage of the park, what residents wanted from it and to ascertain whether ageing items required updating or were seldom used. The action now is to see from the survey what next steps are required.

SD

Chequers Green Fly Tipping

The Parish Warden reported that a resident, who had been requested, by EPC, to trim their hedge as it encroached onto a public footway, had done so but that the cuttings had been deposited in Chequers Green. It was resolved that the Parish Warden would clear the debris in this instance but that if there was a repeat occurrence that EPC would write a formal letter to the individual informing them of the consequences and possible fines.


RN
10
PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,  


Copies of the Parish Warden’s report for April and May had been emailed to all.


Knotweed



The Parish Warden had reported the discovery of knotweed at Eversley Centre and around the vicinity of the Village Hall. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the Village Hall owners and Mr Miles at Safari Engineering to enquire what course of action they were going to take.
Clerk

Role of the Parish Warden

The new Chairman queried the intention of the Parish Warden’s report and if it had to be verified and signed off. Cllr P Todd explained that the Parish Warden gives his report so councillors are aware of what areas have been checked. He also attends the Open Spaces meetings so that he can explain what has been undertaken and to enable other items to be added to his list of jobs as they arise. He went on to clarify that the Parish Warden has a contract on an hourly rate for his assigned duties as Parish Warden. For the maintenance of the Burial Ground and Up Green there is a separate contract at a fixed sum. 

Cllr S Dickens questioned the purpose of the Parish Warden walking footpaths. In answer to this question, Cllr P Todd replied that the reason for walking footpaths is to let EPC know of any dangers in the Parish and to rectify if possible.

The Chairman understood that all councillors and the Clerk could raise issues to be undertaken by the Parish Warden. However, it was not always straight forward to decide whether the Parish Warden or HCC  should deal with the problem. It was asked if there was a document of what should be undertaken by EPC and what should be done by others (i.e. HDC, HCC, landowners). Cllr P Todd explained that in the interests of keeping paths open and the parish litter free etc the Parish Warden and Deputy Parish Warden often performed jobs that, in theory, should be done by landowners or by HCC. The Chairman expressed the wish to examine the contracts in the future in the interests of cost control and to examine areas that might be improved.

SD

Request for equipment

The Parish Warden requested tongs and bag holders for the purposes of litter collection. It was resolved to pay for equipment up to £50.
SD
11
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 1 (C),


At 10pm the Chairman requested that Standing Orders be suspended in order to deal with the majority of items on the Agenda.  It was agreed to continue the meeting until 10.30pm at the latest and adjourn certain items until the next meeting if necessary.

ALL
12
DEPUTY PARISH WARDEN’S REPORT,

Copies of the Deputy Parish Warden’s report for April and May had been emailed to all.

Glass Bottles


Cllr C Young queried the amount of glass bottles on the report and where they were all coming from. He also noticed that following the recent cricket match there were still glass bottles around the surrounding areas to the Cricket Green. The Clerk agreed to report this to the Deputy Parish Warden.
Clerk/SC



Role of the Deputy Parish Warden
The Chairman queried if the Deputy Parish Warden was an employee or contractor. Cllr P Todd clarified that he was a contractor.

Cllr C Young explained that the purpose of the Deputy Parish Warden is to help keep the village clear. Areas of rubbish should be reported to the Open Spaces Chairman. In the instance of fly tipping this should be reported through the Clerk to HDC. 
13
TREES, HEDGES AND VERGES.


Chequers Lane


Cllr C Young reported that this area was quite overgrown. The Chairman offered to identify the specific area and the landowners responsible and to inform the Clerk.


SD
14
GRANTS,


Item deferred until 19th July 2011.


Clerk





15
LAND FOR BURIAL GROUND EXTENSION,


Cllr P Todd and Cllr D Bradley are to attend a meeting on 21st June and will provide a written report to councillors at the next meeting.

19.7.11
16
CONTRACTS FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE BURIAL GROUND AND UP GREEN,


Item deferred until 19th July 2011.


Clerk
17
NOTICE BOARDS,


Talk Talk had offered to replace the Parish notice boards, however their initial design was rejected as it would not have been in keeping with the village. A second proposal was put forward to restore the current notice boards with a small plaque of acknowledgement to Talk Talk. It was agreed that the noticeboards did need restoring but that this may not necessarily be the best option and that others should be investigated. Cllr S Dickens suggested looking at suppliers who give funding to the community.
SD

Cllr P Todd offered to compile a list of sites where EPC has notice boards.

PT
18
OPEN SPACES PROJECTS,


The Chairman agreed to look into a standard format for writing up all current and proposed projects.





SD
19

OTHER OPEN SPACES MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman), 


Knotweed


It was agreed that this issue, as previously mentioned (min: 10), should be treated as urgent.


Clerk
20

ANY OTHER OPEN SPACES ITEMS OF INFORMATION.

There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.18 pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

