MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 9.20 PM FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL.



PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd
(Chairman)




Cllr P Arpino







Cllr D Bradley





Cllr S Dickens




Cllr J Hartle 




Cllr C Young

         ALSO PRESENT:
Cllr Dr A Crampton (HDC) and Mrs J Routley, Clerk.
83
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

Apologies had been received from Cllr A Ricketts, Cllr K Neville and Cllr D Simpson (HCC)

84
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd AUGUST 2011,
It was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.

PT

Amendments noted following the meeting

Min: 69 should be numbered Min: 81

Min: 70 should be numbered Min: 82

85
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd AUGUST 2011,,

        
Min 73:  EPC Newsletter 2011
It was agreed that the Clerk would write the biography for Cllr P Arpino and send out a draft newsletter to all Councillors.

 
Clerk

Cllr D Bradley would update the reports on Highways and Flooding and resend to the Clerk.
 
DB



Placards on Chequers Lane It was resolved that the Clerk would send a copy of the approved minutes concerning this item to both Mrs A Tidey and Mr T Radford.        

Clerk


Talk Talk Notice Boards

It was reported that this is progressing and that a  noticeboard has been ordered from Bugle Communi-cations and is being built to EPC’s specifications. This matter will be discussed  by the Open Spaces Committee.

20.9.11


Parish Council Surgery

It was resolved that the Clerk would book the Village Hall for February 2012 for the next surgery.







Clerk

Min79: Thames Water Meeting

Taken under Agenda item 10 (see Minute 92)


Min 80: Website



The Clerk confirmed that she could update the website pages but, at present, had to go through the website provider for any major changes.




Welcome to Eversley Booklet

The Chairman reported that this had not progressed in August.













PT



Rights of Way Booklet


The Chairman reported that this had not progressed in August.













PT
86
AFFORDABLE HOUSING,



The Chairman declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this item since he had offered some of his land for sale. Therefore Cllr D Bradley chaired this item. Cllr D Bradley reported that the HARAH Report had been received by councillors. The Affordable Housing Committee had discussed the report via e.mail and formulated their recommendations. 


Their recommendations were that the HARAH Report is accepted with one major change and some minor corrections. 

· The major change is the selection of reserve sites. Site 20, the site that is part owned by CEMEX and part common land in Eversley Centre is unanimously favoured as the first reserve. Site 18 which was selected by the Hart Planning Department is firmly rejected.

· Site 21 South of Holly Close, which was also selected by the Hart Planning Department, is favoured as second reserve with a minority voice suggesting Site 16, (west of and adjacent to the Village Hall).

· The Affordable Housing Committee therefore recommends that the reserve sites be changed from 18 & 20 to 20 & 21 and that HARAH be instructed to amend Paragraph 7.2 accordingly.

· The minor changes are, in the main, typographical or grammatical corrections excepting that, for completeness sake, an extra paragraph, 2.7, should be inserted as follows: "The occupancy of the housing will be restricted by a legal agreement and will remain available to those who meet the criteria for local need." 
It was unanimously resolved that the full council accept the Affordable Housing Committee’s recommendations.







ALL


It was agreed that Cllr D Bradley would inform HARAH of EPC’s recommendations.

DB





   
It was noted that once Mags Wylie had accepted EPC’s recommendations she would then make the report public.
87
DIARY MATTERS,

None.

88
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS

Cllr Dr A Crampton (HDC) reported that all Parish Councils are beginning to plan for the diamond jubilee next year and had requested that efforts are co-ordinated between local parish council. For Eversley this would be Heckfield, Bramshill and Mattingley. The Chairman responded that the only plan at the moment is to replace the village sign and that Councillors would consider appropriate events.




ALL
89
TREASURER’S REPORT,


The Treasurer distributed copies of the reconciliation for August 2011 as previously circulated. The report had been prepared in two different formats and it was resolved to  adopt version 2 going forwards and to include details of the Reserve account.


ALL/










Clerk

Reconciliation


Balance expected at End of August (see Minute 76/11-12)                

           15,830.15

Total Lodgements
None 



                    0.00
O/s cheque cashed  
Children’s Play Advisory Ser.                                                   (390.00)

O/s cheque 
Katie Lawrence                  
                                                     130.00

Balance at end of August (23rd August as per statement)                                    15,570.15

Cheques for payment  7th September 2011
                                                 (3,405.97)
  


Total Expected in Current Account            End of September 2011

           12,164.18

Balance in Reserve Account (as per quarterly statement on 22nd July)              13,665.37

It was resolved to authorise the payments, as above, for signature.


PT

iii)  Clerk Training Course
It was resolved to approve expenditure of £300 for the Clerk to attend the course “Working with Your Council” course starting in November for six weeks.



PT

It was noted that the Council looked forward to receiving the quarterly finance statement from Cllr A Ricketts at next month’s meeting.

AR
90
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES,


None.

At 9.48pm Cllr Dr A Crampton left the meeting.

91
HIGHWAYS MATTERS,


Cllr D Bradley reported on the following:


Webb’s Corner  



The project to minimise the St Neot’s rat run, to improve safety and to address the long standing flooding issue is now listed in the Highways Monthly Report under both the road modification and the flood alleviation sections. Both are listed for action in the 3rd quarter 2011/12. EPC still, however, await modified road plans (Andrew Kettlewell). EPC await news of hydraulic modelling (James Holt).



The break- up of the side of the road has been reported and a temporary repair has been done (Colin Harris).


Gas Pipeline Replacement  

Work continues in Chequers Lane but that work on the B3272 appears to be behind schedule. Various criticisms are being reported and are being dealt with (Rex Brook).


Gully & Culvert Cleaning  

Gullies in the B3272 were inspected following a complaint of blockage by gas works debris. A reporting procedure has not yet been established to permit EPC to know when periodic cleaning has taken place. This is frustrating.


Damaged Road Furniture  

Replacement and repair of the bollards at Cross Green is long overdue. The no right turn sign on entry to the A327 from Bramshill Road has been replaced.



Loss of the depth gauge at The Ford was first reported to Wokingham BC in May since they had previously accepted responsibility for maintenance of the entire ford and bridge despite the county boundary being in the centre of the river. On this occasion they passed the buck to Hampshire who initially would not accept it. After The Clerk protested she eventually heard from Hampshire (James Holt) who is to inspect and rectify. (following the meeting, Dean Cronk (Highways HCC) contacted The Clerk and agreed to rectify before the end of October.)

Grit Bins





EPC awaits provision of a blue grit bin adjacent to Charles Kingsley School (James Holt).

Road Safety 



Issues raised by the Arborfield Garrison Project, by “Poppy’s Project” and by the Affordable Housing Project need to be addressed by an EPC Road Safety Committee (Chris Young). These should include:

· Volume and speed of traffic in The Street. Data on this is now available.

· Safety in Chequers Lane. Residents have been encouraged to come forward with suggestions on the routing of traffic.

· Follow up on work done on the theoretical assessment of road capacities (PT email to Terry Radford dated 23rd July).

· Requests for permanent vehicle activated signs.


Meetings 





The next bi-annual meeting with Highways Department at Hook is due in January 2012. 










A meeting to present HCC “Highways Service Arrangements” to parishes is to be held in Winchester on Thursday the 15th September. Cllr D Bradley agreed to attend.













DB

Access Only signs on Chequers Lane
Cllr P Arpino reported that he could not recall seeing the “Access Only” signs on Chequers Lane at the junction with Firgrove Road. Cllr C Young offered to investigate. (following the meeting Cllr C Young reported that the signs were indeed there).















CY 









It was agreed that from September Cllr C Young would take over from Cllr D Bradley in


producing the Highways report.






CY
92
FLOODING AND SEWERAGE,


Cllr D Bradley reported on the following:


Thames Water 

Since the complaints to Mike Tempest, TW Director of Customer Services, attempts are being made to respond to EPC’s needs for action. Anne Houlihan, TW Customer Coordinator, met with PT/DB on 2/8 and is currently tabulating the problems. The latest tabulation has just been received and can be summarised as follows:
· Eversley Centre &Cross  
Cleaning the sewerage network should have been completed 28/8/11. When complete, the Network Engineer  intends to review the frequency of planned maintenance camera survey.

· Eversley Street  

Said to be still under review by the Network Engineer.

· New Mill Lane  

The sewer was reported to be clear in 2007 and, with no reported problems since, no cleaning is scheduled. The next maintenance check on the NRV at “The Fordings” is April 2012.

· Lower Common  

No reports of problems since the replacement of sections of pipework.

· Pumping Stations 

A report from “Asset Planning”, said to be required, is not yet available. NB. Since TW agreed to check the specifications of the two pumping stations at the meeting with EPC in July 2010 this is disappointing.

Cllr D Bradley offered to monitor all the Thames Water issues.



DB

Environment Agency   

Following complaints about the condition of Firgrove Stream, it was inspected by Ian Stretton of the EA on 25.08.11. He agreed that the growth of vegetation was too strong to be naturally flushed away in autumn/winter. Manual cleaning is now scheduled in around two weeks’ time.


The EA has not responded to the problem of a breach in the bank of the stream feeding the lake at Firgrove House. Cllr D Bradley agreed to monitor the former and to pursue the latter.

DB

Highways Department  

Nothing to report. Cllr D Bradley offered to liaise with Colin Harris on culverts and ditches.






DB

Scrutiny Meeting

The Chairman had the minutes from this meeting and offered to circulate to all Councillors.





PT
93
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 1 (C),


At 9.58pm the Chairman requested that Standing Orders be suspended in order to deal with the majority of items on the Agenda.  





ALL
94
STANDING ORDERS,

Cllr S Dickens confirmed that formulating the new Standing Orders was not a straightforward task. It was resolved for Cllr S Dickens to email the Standing Orders to all Councillors to add anything they felt was specific to EPC. 





SD
The Clerk was to add this to the diary for December’s Agenda.



Clerk
95     VILLAGE HALL,


Cllr J Hartle had met with Caroline Sellick (EVH) who had concerned over the amount they had recently had to pay out to replace the boiler in the hall. They were keen as an organisation to be self sufficient but owing to this unforeseen expenditure were currently running at a loss. Cllr J Hartle suggested that as a valued village asset the Village Hall should be supported.


Following a discussion it was resolved to give a gift of £1000.00 to the Village Hall and to write the cheque tonight. This would not come from budgeted expenditure but from EPC’s Reserve Account.







PT

It was agreed that the Clerk send a formal letter along with the cheque to the Village Hall.

Clerk
96
OTHER MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman),


None.

97

ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION,



Boundaries Commission Warding of Boundaries      The Chairman reported that this concerned 11 wards setting up boundaries of wards. It had been suggested that Eversley be joined in the same ward as Hartley Wintney. It was resolved to confirm EPC’s acceptance of this and for the Chairman to write.






PT

Keep Out Signs at Heath Warren

Cllr D Bradley had received notification from John Goodman that “Keep Out” signs had been erected at Heath Warren. The Chairman confirmed that there was not a right to roam there but that the adjoining property was Forestry Commission land and that the area had been treated as a public footpath. Cllr D Bradley offered to investigate.







DB

Fly Tipping



Cllr C Young reported fly tipping at the Yateley end of Fox Lane and at Hollybush Lane.




Clerk

Placards on Chequers and Hollybush Lane
Cllr J Hartle reported that a resident of Hollybush Close was unhappy that the placards still remained in this area. He felt they had made their point and he was trying to sell his house and believed that they were off putting.

Observational Documentary


The Chairman reported that EPC had been contacted by Steven Parson, an Assistant Producer, enquiring if the Council would like to be part of a documentary looking to show that there was still a sense of community. It was felt by Councillors that they would not wish to take part.


Crime





The Chairman reported that a resident had been conned out of a substantial amount of money by a disreputable gravel driveway company. Also that there had been an attempted break in to a barn in the area. Both issues had been reported to the police.

There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.38pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

