MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.26 PM FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL.


PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd

(Chairman)




Cllr P Arpino







Cllr D Bradley





Cllr J Hartle




Cllr A Ricketts 




Cllr C Young




Cllr S Dickens




Cllr K Neville

         ALSO PRESENT:
Mr M Hartley, Mr B Webb, Mr M Slater arrived at 8.30pm and Mrs J Routley, Clerk.

Prior to the meeting there was a brief presentation by Mr M. Slater of Eversley Sports Association (ESA) followed by questions and answers. See Appendix 1.

131
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

Apologies had been received from Cllr D Simpson (HCC) and Cllr Dr A Crampton (HDC)
132
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST,


Cllr S Dickens declared that his children attended Charles Kingsley School and were football members at ESA.

133
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING, 
i) The minutes of the meeting held on WEDNESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2011 had been previously circulated to all Councillors.

ii) legal status of the “decision” listed in Minute 129 The Chairman reported that he had put forward the motion under “Any Other Matters of Urgency” without first checking with the Clerk. In the past this agenda item had been changed from “Any Other Business” to “Any Other Matters of Urgency” as the Council was under the assumption that this would allow for decisions to be made on urgent items. Following the meeting it was discovered that any item that requires a decision must appear on the agenda 3 clear days before the meeting. Therefore in the future there will not be any decisions taken under “Any Other Matters of Urgency” and the decision made under minute 129 cannot stand but was an accurate record on this night.
iii) No other errors were reported.


With these amendments, it was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.


PT
iv) Matters arising from the Minutes  

Min 125: 
 Damaged Road Furniture  Signs were reported as damaged on Chequers Lane and New Road. 

Clerk


Min 117: 
Welcome to Eversley Booklet
   The Chairman would look at this in the New Year.
PT



Rights of Way Booklet
 The Chairman would look at this in the New Year.
PT
Min 128:
 Parish Plan The Chairman agreed to look into this and report  back as he believed that Parish Plans were being overtaken by Neighbourhood Plans in future.
PT

134
DIARY MATTERS,  


 None.

135
OBSERVATIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,
None.

136
S106 DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS

Deferred until next meeting.


137
TREASURER’S REPORT,


The Treasurer distributed copies of the reconciliation for November 2011 as previously circulated.


Reconciliation
Balance expected at End of November  2011 (see Minute 120/11-12)                       23,040.17

Total Lodgements




 
370.00
O/s Cheques not cashed         

           

              30.00   

Balance at end of October (23rd November as per statement)                                   23,440.17
Cheques for payment  7th December 2011
                                             (2,167.81)
O/s Cheques not cashed (as above)



     
 (30.00)

Total Expected in Current Account            End of December 2011

            21,242.36

Balance in Reserve Account (24th October as per statement)                                   13,667.09
The Treasurer reported the following:

1. The Clerk’s expenses include 5 trips to Chandlers Ford for WWYC Course. It was agreed to account for the mileage for Training Courses separately from Expenses.
It was resolved to authorise the payments, as above, for signature.

PT
iii) Quarterly financial statement  This had been previously circulated by the RFO. It was noted that on estimated annual spend the Council were looking at an overspend of £2,500.

iv) Progress on S137 donations Year To Date This had been previously circulated by the RFO. The Chairman explained that S137 donations are restricted to an overall annual amount based on number electors. The report and figures were accepted.
 PT
v) Draft Budget 2012/13 This had been previously circulated by the RFO. The Chairman thanked the Clerk/RFO and Cllr A Ricketts for their efforts in producing this.

Following a discussion it was resolved that this be further worked on by the RFO and Cllr A Ricketts to produce  a comprehensive budget for January.
RFO/AR
vi) Level of Precept for 2011/12 based on the draft budget
It was agreed that this would be set in January once the comprehensive budget  was received.

 4.1.12
vii) Request from Planning Committee in respect of the Arborfield Development  The Chairman explained that there will be costs involved in legal proceedings and EPC had been asked not to donate money but  to act as a holding bank for parishioners to lodge money so if the legal challenge goes ahead there is backing for it. 
The Chairman proposed a vote on the principle to act as banker and demonstrate that EPC supports the parishioners aims.  
It was resolved that EPC act as banker. The motion was approved, with 7 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
The Clerk agreed to look into whether a separate account could be created for this purpose.

Clerk
138
CHARLES KINGSLEY’S SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT TRUST (CKSDT),

i) Request for a grant from CKSDT  This had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

ii) Report on the finances of CKSDT’s various work phases This had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
iii) Whether to make a grant to CKSDT under S137 The Chairman reported that donations had been made in the past to CKSDT towards building work and that this was not in the budget for this year but that there were funds in Reserve which could be used. It was explained that a donation was not required immediately simply a commitment that a donation would be given if required. 
iv) 
Following a discussion it was resolved unanimously that EPC would make £2,500 available to CKSDT when required. 

It was resolved that the Clerk would write to the Chair of Governors with the Council’s 


decision. 

                                                                                        
Clerk
139
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES,
Village Hall AGM   Cllr J Hartle reported that he had attended this meeting and would circulate minutes once received.




JH
140
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 1 (C),


At 9.59pm the Chairman requested that Standing Orders be suspended in order to deal with the majority of items on the Agenda.  It was agreed to continue the meeting until 10.30pm and adjourn certain items until the next meeting if necessary.



ALL
141
HIGHWAYS MATTERS,


Cllr C Young reported on the following:


Webb’s Corner  


Andrew Kettlewell (HCC) had not yet formulised his team and so there would be no progress at present. Cllr D Bradley expressed concern that this project would drift. He also noted that the potholes in this area were getting worse and a proper, and not temporary, repair was required. Cllr C Young was asked to request Highways to attend to this.
















CY

Damaged Road Furniture  
The damaged road signs the Clerk would continue to chase.
 Clerk 


It was noted that the Litter Free Sign by Hawkers Lodge was damaged and was not the responsibility of Highways. Cllr K Neville volunteered to repair this sign.



KN


142
FLOODING AND SEWERAGE,


Cllr D Bradley reported on the following:

Firgrove Stream 

At the curved section of Marsh Lane south of the junction with the B3272 water was flowing over the low kerb and onto the road. Cllr D Bradley has asked Colin Harris, Highways Dept. to raise the kerb and the verge.If he cannot do this or arrange this EPC needs to contact Dean Cronk and/or the EA into supporting this request. Ian Stretton at the EA has been alerted.  Cllr C Young to pursue. 



CY




 
Firgrove Stream  

This has now been cleared by EA who have done an excellent job. 
 Webb's Corner. 

Road flooding in this area was not as bad as expected. We still await Highways Department action on corner modification and hydraulic modelling. Cllr C Young to pursue. 







CY
 A327 culvert/Duck Farm 
The larger pipe was coping with the full flow. Downstream the ditch is flowing freely.  Cllr D Bradley to continue to monitor.




DB
Warbrook House ditches 
The full length of the A327 from the roundabout to Warbrook Lane has not been cleared as stated by Warbrook House.The south side of Warbrook Lane from the mid culvert to Webb's Corner has yet to be cleared. Cllr D Bradley to talk further to the Manageress.







DB
Warbrook Lane eastern end 
The ditch on the north side was running freely but again could benefit from clearance. Clerk to contact HCC the riparian owner of the land adjacent to this ditch.








Clerk
Ditch traversing the fields to the north of Warbrook Lane from the mid culvert. This was running freely but it has been well known for many years to be at risk of causing flooding for two reasons, the shallow section adjacent to Rommat and the tree, weed and shrub growth within the ditch all the way down to the river. Open Spaces Committee to take on board what to do about this in consultation with riparian owners.




OSC
Ditch adjacent to Parish Council land in St Neot's Road.  Open Spaces Committee to arrange clearance. 








OSC

Thames Water 

A response had been received on the adequacy of capacity of the pumping station which Cllr D Bradley needed to review before reporting back.
DB






143
ARBORFIELD GARRISON and WBC’s SPDs,

Following a discussion it was resolved that EPC would support the principle of a legal   challenge but would not make that challenge itself.
i) Funding options for any legal action      This was previously discussed under

minute 137 vii
144
MATTERS OF URGENCY,

None.

145 
ITEMS OF INFORMATION, 


Localism
The Clerk  passed out details on sources of information on Localism which received Royal assent on 15th November

Road Safety  Working Group  Cllr C Young reported that he had volunteers and was currently getting a team together.

Neighbourhood Watch Cllr J Hartle reported that this was progressing and that leaflets would be given out in Centre Stores.
146
It was resolved that in accordance with S.1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press will be excluded from press for discussions regarding STAFFING MATTERS due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.


ALL
147   STAFFING MATTERS - CLERK’S CONTRACT AND PENSION,


The Chairman apologised to the Clerk for the delay in issuing the contract.

i) Home Working Allowance The Chairman explained that larger councils have offices and that EPC expects the Clerk to work from home and that an allowance to do so had been over looked in the past. 

It was resolved that the Council should work out an equitable home working allowance. 
ALL
ii)    It was agreed that the Clerk research what other Clerk’s receive in respect of a home working allowance and HMRC guidelines and report back.
Clerk
iii)    Providing the Clerk with a computer or an allowance to use own computer Following a discussion it was resolved to provide the Clerk with a computer.
ALL
iv)    Contract  Following a discussion it was resolved to adopt the NALC model contract and to delegate to Cllr C Young and Cllr J Hartle to finalise the contract based on the model contract and arrange for this to be signed by the Chairman as soon as possible.


CY/JH
v) Pension provision Following a discussion it was resolved to enrol the Clerk in the LGP scheme. 

ALL
vi)    It was resolved to back date pension contributions to start date of 1st May 2011.

It was agreed that this item be included in the full minutes.
There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.39pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

APPENDIX 1

Presentation by Mr M. Slater of Eversley Sports Association
History of ESA
ESA was started many years ago as a response to a need for more sporting facilities in the Village. It was developed by people in the village who were involved in the Eversley Cricket Club etc  who were very enthusiastic to encourage the young to participate. ESA is now a considerable institution and a focus for sport in the village.

Ground

The Cricket Club had looked at getting more ground but were too small on their own and so drew in the Eversley Football Club and California Football Club. They raised £2M to secure their current site and develop it.

Aims and Objectives
· Business
To widen and deepen access to sport for young, old, male and female. Turnover is now £100K per annum and ESA has a 45 year lease. It has recently been given charity status with a wholly owned subsidiary trading company to run the bar. All profits are paid to the charity free of tax.
Now a large organisation with a lot of assets and the directors want to manage it in a    way commensurate with village life.
· Sport
There are currently 50 teams with 1200 players. There are 600 colts in football and cricket.  Links have been created with Hampshire Cricket Club and Reading Football Club.
ESA is an umbrella for different sports with a long history.  (ECC 225 years, EFC 100 years, California FCC 40 years) all these clubs have club mark or charter status and are ranked highly. All are in different leagues and host events for the village.
Sporting ambitions are substantial and clubs will want to grow.

· Infrastructure
There are discussions with Cemex to look at acquiring more land. This will permit an overflow car park and opportunities for other facilities e.g. an open space area to hold events such as the bonfire night and an irrigation reservoir. New areas could, for example be bunded to minimise noise.
· Other Ideas
Possibilities for the future include a running track and tennis courts. ESA would welcome people coming forward with suggestions of what they would want and to help them to achieve it.
· Management Objectives

There is a democratic management system by members of participating clubs who must listen to the local community and promote volunteering in the village. As a large organisation involved with youngsters ESA wants to promote ethos of volunteering and giving back to the community. To reserve the charitable status and the prospect of buying the land in the future.


Community 
ESA are aware of comments from residents and take note of people’s views in the community. It is in the interest of ESA to work with the village to do the best we can.
