MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th JULY 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.44 PM FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL.



PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd

Chairman




Cllr D Bradley





Cllr P Arpino







Cllr S Dickens




Cllr J Hartle




Cllr A Ricketts
         ALSO PRESENT:
Mr Paul Simons, Mr Kevan Neville, Mr T Radford, 16 Members of the public and Mrs J Routley, Clerk.


Upon request from the members of the public present, it was resolved to take items in a different order from that stated on the agenda. Therefore firstly addressing items 52-56 and then to address items 57 and 58 before continuing with the rest of the agenda.
 PT
52
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,


Apologies had been received from Cllr C Young and Cllr D Simpson (HCC), 

Cllr Dr A Crampton (HDC),

53
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st JUNE 2011,

It was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
PT
54
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH MAY 2011,
         Min 34:
Affordable Housing Committee
Draft Terms of reference had been formally accepted by all committee members via email. It was resolved to formally adopt the terms of reference of the Affordable Housing Committee.

ALL

  



Min 35: 
Blue Bins

The Clerk reported that James Holt had responded regarding EPC’s request for the Village Hall Site to be re-assessed. He had explained that there has been new criteria for placement of bins and that priority 1 is on a first response road, for instance the B3272, or a road on a steep gradient, neither of which the Village Hall is. He also emphasised that the grit bin must be on the public highway available to all road users. He suggested that a request to place a bin outside Charles Kingsley’s School would be met more favourably. Following a discussion it was resolved that the Clerk would request grit bins to be placed outside Charles Kingsley’s School and on Chequers Lane.






Clerk



Annual Play Area Inspections 
Rob Wheway carried out the playground inspection on 28th June. The report has been circulated to all councillors and will be discussed at the next Open Spaces Meeting.



19.7.11





EPC Land Ownership

The Chairman explained that he had been looking into this online but was not yet au fait with the new system. He would progress this as soon as possible.





PT


EPC Newsletter 2011

The Clerk reported that a short autobiography was still awaited from Cllr P Arpino and photographs from Poppy’s Project. Cllr D  Bradley suggested also including a report on Gravel.


PA/Clerk

Min: 42 
Assessment of Rural Exception Sites 
The Chairman reported that, following the public exhibition of 28th June, Mags Wylie would be producing a report which she would send to EPC in the near future.










MW

Min 44: 
Highways Bi-annual Meeting


See minute 62
55
CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR TO FILL VACANCY,
The Chairman apologised that this had taken a considerable time. He went on to explain that following the elections, there remained one vacancy that could be filled by co-option. Two candidates, Mr Paul Simons and Mr Kevan Neville, had put their names forward and been interviewed by EPC. Subsequently the Chairman had received a letter from Mr Paul Simons withdrawing his application. The Chairman thanked him for putting his name forward and for giving up his time to attend meetings.

Since Mr Kevan Neville remained the only nominee the Chairman asked the Council if they would like to co-opt him. Cllr D Bradley proposed Mr Neville be co-opted and this was unanimously agreed. It was resolved to co-opt Mr Kevan Neville.
ALL

Mr Kevan Neville signed the code of Conduct form and was welcomed onto the Council.

56
TO APPOINT A COUNCILLOR TO FILL VACANCY ON THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Cllr P Arpino proposed himself which was seconded unanimously.  There were no other nominations. Cllr P Arpino accepted the nomination and was elected to the Planning Committee.
 
57 CHEQUERS LANE, HOLLYBUSH LANE, etc. - PLACARDS AND PETITION and
58
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,

It had been agreed to move this item up the agenda and to combine it with questions from parishioners.
Placards


The Chairman explained that EPC had received a letter from a resident who was unhappy with the placard signs, “no more houses or cars on our lanes”; along Chequers Lane and Hollybush Lane as they felt embarrassed by the way it portrayed Eversley as an unfriendly Parish. The letter had also been placed in the Yateley News and Mail Newspaper. The Chairman emphasised that the placards were only visible to those living on or legitimately travelling down the road.

A member of the public asked if any Councillors had been aware of the newspaper article prior to publication. All confirmed they had not been.


ALL

Petition


Mr T Radford had submitted a petition to EPC which had been circulated to all councillors. This had been signed by 136 residents, opposing additional traffic resulting from further building in Chequers Lane and Hollybush Lane. 
Mr T Radford, as the co-ordinator of the petition, was keen to emphasise that the petition was not against Affordable Housing but that this had been the catalytic event to prompt them to action against the increased volumes of traffic along these unsuitable roads. He had heard the council’s manifest support for the road safety project, Poppy’s Project and would ask to what extent EPC would also be supportive of their concerns over road safety.

Traffic Hazards

Another member of the public pointed out the potential traffic hazards at Firgrove Road, Cooper’s Hill and Hollybush Lane explaining that despite being registered as a ‘road’ they are without verges and under 4 metres wide. This meant that the road was unsuitable for many cars and HGVs which had to pass by mounting the verge. This posed a threat to pedestrian safety. The same member of the public, reminded the council that the District Councillor (Cllr Dr A Crampton HDC) had described traffic through the Village as her number one priority. He again suggested that EPC might consider a subcommittee specifically to deal with traffic and road safety issues.

Affordable Housing Exhibition 
A member of the public asked what notice EPC would give to the comments raised about traffic at the Affordable Housing Exhibition. The Chairman explained that the Rural Housing Enabler allowed comments to be submitted until 7th July. The comments would then be compiled and they would report back to EPC. Cllr D Bradley explained that EPC can only await the views expressed by the rural housing enabler and then form a judgement.
A member of the public stated that they did not want a bad matter made worse by putting in extra housing.

A different member of the public expressed shock at finding out that the Affordable Housing in Sherlock Lea was not owned by EPC but by Reading Council. [Ed. Sherlock Lea is social housing not houses built under an affordable housing scheme. There is an important difference. Houses built under an affordable housing scheme can only be bought and occupied by families with a village connection] Also that out of the houses in Westward Ho only one was occupied by a local family. He stated that he would be disappointed if the policy were to be changed and the houses would not be for local families. [Ed. Westward Ho is social housing not houses built under an affordable housing scheme.]

Road Safety - Chequers Lane 
A member of the public stressed that they wanted their concerns about the safety of Chequers Lane to be taken seriously before a tragic accident occurred. It was suggested that EPC were aware of the danger of these roads as they had specified that the Deputy Parish Warden should not pick litter in this area. The Chairman clarified that the two areas, out of bounds for the DPW, were in fact Brick House Hill and Cooper’s Hill as there is no safe margin to stand out of the way and indeed these two locations have never been litter picked by DPW.
The Chairman explained that EPC were very much aware of the concerns over traffic on Chequers Lane and Hollybush Lane and discussions had taken place over 15 years ago to try and formulate a solution. He emphasised that the frustration is that EPC has total sympathy with their concerns but that from past experience the planning system would not allow objections on traffic to be a valid reason to prevent development. Instead what was required was a positive action to agree how to make this road safer.

A member of the public queried that increase in traffic was being used as an argument against the Arborfield Development and therefore how did these two situations differ.
The Chairman explained that Highways would only feel that there was a problem if the road capacity was exceeded. In the case of The Street this road was already at capacity and the Arborfield Development would increase this further. When Highways had done a traffic study of Chequers Lane they had found that it was actually under capacity. They had said that the theoretical capacity was around 1000 vehicles a day; over 7 times the usage it currently has. Therefore there is no technical argument that it is over capacity. Cllr D Bradley further illustrated the dilemma as previously, in 2008, the safety of this road had been raised and Highways took recordings of speed and traffic. It was found that the speed of traffic was on average 29mph northbound and 27mph southbound but that traffic density was only on average 15 cars per hour in both a north and south direction. Therefore Highways stated this was not enough volume of traffic for them to take any action.
Mr T Radford enquired as to what options had been considered for this area in the past. The Chairman listed the options as follows:

· Reducing Hollybush Lane to a bridleway.

· Putting in a full stop at the double bend as far as Northwick and Hollybush junction. 

This had not found favour with over 50% of residents

· Cutting the link at the eastern end by Up Green
· Cutting the link at Up Green Farm

The Chairman explained that at the time EPC were active in supporting a solution but that none of the residents had been prepared to put up with the inconvenience to themselves in order to alleviate the wider problem.

The Chairman suggested that this issue could be revisited if residents so wished.
Cllr S Dickens noted that the discussion may be straying away from the agenda item. Cllr D Bradley replied that this item had been combined with questions from the public and that together they were approaching a positive solution to the problem.

Cllr D Bradley asked the public if any of the schemes appeared to work.

Mr T Radford responded stating that the simplest solution would be to close one end of the lane to prevent traffic coming through but that careful consideration would need to be taken as to where this should be located.
The Chairman acknowledged that in accepting the petition, EPC accepted that something needed to be done but that they needed an indication of what to do. 
Cllr J Hartle suggested that EPC should provide some guidance as to actions that they could take and to look at the problem as one of traffic rather than Affordable housing.

It was resolved that the road safety working party, led by Cllr C Young should work on this action.







CY
At 9.35pm the majority of the members of the public left the meeting. 1 member of the public and Mr P Simons remained.
59
DIARY MATTERS,



Parish Plan 
The Clerk reported that the Parish Plan had been in the diary for July. The Chairman explained that the Parish Plan was tied up with Localism and that it would be best to raise this again in February 2012.




Clerk
60
TREASURER’S REPORT,

The Treasurer passed out copies of the current account showing the situation as follows:

Reconciliation
Balance in bank at 
End of June 2011 per Min 39/11-12


            21,909.64

         Lodgements 
None




         0.00




                21,909.64


Outstanding cheque cashed         Eversley Village Hall 
    (54.00)

Outstanding cheque cashed         Basingstoke Skip Hire
    (60.96)

Outstanding cheque not cashed  P. Todd
 
    250.00

Balance at end of June (23rd June as per statement)                                             22,044.68


Cheques for payment   6th July 2011




 (3,783.80)
Balance in bank at 
End of July 2011




            18,260.88



iii)   To agree the appropriate NALC pay scale for the Parish Warden.
It was agreed to defer a decision on this item and for it to be discussed at the next Open Spaces Meeting. It was resolved for the Open Spaces Committee to report back to Full Council with their recommendation.
19.7.11

iv)
To agree to increase the Clerk’s contracted time by 5 hours per month, 



to administer the Burial Ground.



It was resolved to approve this, effective from 1st July 2011, and to keep it under review.


ALL
61
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES,

Bi-annual Highways Meeting
The Chairman and Cllr D Bradley had attended the bi-annual Highways Meeting on 28th June and would produce a written report.

DB/PT




DB
Lafarge Meeting

Councillors had met today with Lafarge and the Chairman agreed to produce a report and believed that Lafarge were also producing a report which he would circulate.

   




PT

Charles Kingsley’s School 
Cllr S Dickens and Cllr P Arpino had met with the Chair of Governors at Charles Kingsley’s School, concerning funding, and would report back at the next Full Council Meeting.




SD/PA







3.8.11
62
HIGHWAYS MATTERS,

Webb’s Corner  

Cllr D Bradley reported that Webb’s Corner was still scheduled for Autumn this year, however nobody seems to be actioning it but it is still in the programme. A positive movement is that he had learnt that £25,000 has been ring fenced in HDC fund for NHTS and also offered £2,468 from NHTS held by HCC. This is the money which ESA had to pay as the developer for building the indoor training centre. Therefore in conclusion this project is moving slowly but with some funding.


Bi-annual Highways Meeting
Cllr D Bradley reported that Dean Cronk had agreed to bring forward this meeting to 28th June 2011 in the light of the Arborfield development deadline. Cllr D Bradley had circulated the agenda and report from this meeting to all councillors and would await actions from Dean Cronk.



DB

It was hoped as a result of this meeting, that in the future EPC would receive the list of projects from the Highways Department, as they had done in the past.
Dangerous holes in The Street (A327) The Chairman had received a complaint from the driver of a horse and cart that there are two missing covers for water or gas stop cock holes in the middle of the carriageway in The Street.  The Clerk confirmed that this had been reported and that Colin Harris (HCC Highways) had responded by stating that they would be the responsibility of the utilities company.



Clerk
63
FLOODING AND SEWERAGE,


Thames Water Sewerage Problems Cllr D Bradley reported that he had finally received a response from TW. Mike Tempest (TW Director of Customer Services) and contacted him and said that Anne Houlihan from TW would report back on all the actions. The Clerk also confirmed correspondence with Anne Houlihan who had committed to provide a full report before the end of July. The Clerk agreed to chase her nearer to this deadline.


Clerk



DB

HDC Bi-Annual Meeting with Thames Water
This is scheduled for 25th July at 2pm. Cllr Dr A Crampton (HDC) has confirmed her attendance as has the Chairman. Cllr D Bradley would not be able to attend.






PT/AC

Firgrove Stream

The Clerk had received an email response from the Environment Agency regarding the inspection Firgrove Stream. The gist of this was that no significant blockages were seen and that the next inspection was due in August 2011.


64

SOCIAL NETWORKING,

Cllr A Ricketts gave a verbal report on his findings. It was felt that Facebook would be preferable to Linked In as it allowed for greater flexibility. He had explored the Facebook pages of both Bracknell Forest Council and Fleet Town Council. Cllr A Ricketts agreed to circulate the link to Bracknell Forest Council’s page to all councillors for reference.

AR
Cllr D Bradley enquired if there would be any cost in setting up a Facebook page for EPC. Cllr A Ricketts replied that there would be no cost in doing this.
The Chairman reported that a number of councils were already using Facebook and if it was felt in the future not to be working then it could be easily withdrawn.

It was resolved to set up a Facebook page for EPC which Cllr A Ricketts would action.

AR

65
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 1 (C),


At 9.55pm the Chairman requested that Standing Orders be suspended in order to deal with the majority of items on the Agenda.  It was agreed to continue the meeting until 10.30pm and adjourn certain items until the next meeting if necessary.



ALL
66  
OFFER OF NOTICE BOARDS FROM TALK TALK
The Chairman emphasised that the discussion would not be on the style of notice boards but on whether EPC ought to accept this kind of offer. EPC had sought funding for projects in the past but in this instance the company had approached EPC and did the council want to be beholden to a company.

Cllr P Arpino questioned if the council required more than one notice board, as legally only one was required. Cllr D Bradley replied by saying since Eversley was so drawn out it made sense to maintain the four spread across the village.

Cllr S Dickens believed that a report should be received before proceeding with a decision.

Following a discussion, it was agreed to vote on whether EPC was prepared to accept gifts from Talk Talk. 4 Councillors voted in favour, 2 against and 1 abstained. It was therefore resolved that EPC was prepared to accept sponsorship from Talk Talk. The Open Spaces Committee would produce a report and decide on the style of the notice boards.
OSC


OSC
67
STANDING ORDERS
The Chairman explained that the aim was to agree a date to discuss Standing Orders. He suggested that all councillors look at the model standard, as previously circulated and work from there. Cllr S Dickens suggested that it would be preferable to do this by the next council meeting as it would be helpful, for instance, to set a time limit for observations and questions from Parishioners as recent meetings had become very lengthy. The Chairman felt that this may be too tight a deadline. It was resolved to try and draft this via email and to bring to the September Full Council Meeting or August if possible.
ALL/7.9.11
68
PARISH COUNCIL SURGERY
The Chairman explained that the parish  surgeries had been abandoned in the past as they had been failing to achieve anything. Cllr D Bradley supported that the plan proposed by Cllr C Young to stage the surgeries 30 minutes prior to each Full Council meeting. It was agreed to look into this possibility.

PT/Clerk
69     OTHER MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman),


None.
70

ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION,



Charles Kingsley’s School Development Trust
The Chairman had been contacted by the school regarding funding and would put this on a future agenda.

Clerk

Yelabus



There has been a new proposed six month border bus for the elderly and disabled.


2012 Olympic Launch Event

Councillors had been invited to attend Hart District Council’s 2012 Olympic Launch event on Wednesday 20th July. Attendance to be confirmed by 11th July.

Rotherwick Energy Roadshow 
It gives us great pleasure to invite you to the Rotherwick Energy Roadshow. A Free event to be held at Rotherwick Village Hall, on Friday 8th July 2001 between 1.30pm and 7.30pm. Cllr D Bradley confirmed his attendance.        
     DB
HARAH Rural Exception Survey
Please could you send a reminder to your Parish Councillors about the Rural Exception Affordable Housing site visits on 13th July. Cllr D Bradley confirmed his attendance.

     DB
There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.38pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

