MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd AUGUST 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.28 PM FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL.



PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd
(Chairman)




Cllr P Arpino







Cllr D Bradley





Cllr S Dickens




Cllr J Hartle




Cllr K Neville 




Cllr A Ricketts




Cllr C Young

         ALSO PRESENT:
One parishioner.

71
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

Apologies had been received from Mrs J Routley, Clerk.   In the absence of the Clerk, the Chairman offered to draft Minutes of the meeting.

72
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th JULY 2011,
Min 52: Apologies for Absence       
Cllr C Young stated that he should have been listed as present and should not have been listed under apologies.

Min 57/58: Affordable Housing Exhibition       The explanatory note in the last line should read “Westward Ho is an affordable housing scheme for local people not social housing to meet HDC needs.”

With these three amendments, it was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.

PT
73
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th JULY 2011,

         Min 54: Min 35: Blue Bins

It was reported that the Clerk had requested grit bins to be placed outside Charles Kingsley’s School and on Chequers Lane.  She had received e.mail confirmation that the Highways Department has added the request to the spreadsheet for assessment, which was to be carried out in September.

…

Min 54: Min 35: EPC Newsletter 2011
It was reported that the Clerk was still waiting for certain input.





PA/PT

Min 58: Placards on Chequers Lane

It was noted that there was no resolution about the receipt of the letter from a parishioner and agreed that a formal response should be sent. 
Clerk
Min 62: Dangerous holes in The Street

Taken under Agenda Item 8 (see Minute 78)

Min 63: Thames Water Sewerage Problems
Taken under Agenda Item 9, (see Minute 79)

Min 66: Talk Talk Notice Boards



The Chairman reported that Bugle Communi-cations had e.mailed to say that, due to unprecedented demand, Talk Talk was now offering only one board per village.   It also clarified that the “timber” boards on offer were, in fact, metal framed with a timber effect coating, but that there were a limited number of real wooden framed boards available for sensitive sites such as Conservation Areas.  It was resolved that a wooden board be reserved and that Open Spaces decide its siting.  



PT

Min 68: Parish Council Surgery



It was reported that the Clerk had ascertained that the Village Hall was available from 7.00pm on Full Council nights.  The Council would need to notify the bookings secretary when it wished to hold Parish Surgeries and advertise that they were taking place.   It was suggested that these might be required twice a year, in, say, September and February.

74
DIARY MATTERS,



None.







   

75
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS

None.

76
TREASURER’S REPORT,


 It was noted that the figure for play equipment repairs covered urgent repairs to a broken see-saw and that there should be a more formal method of control of unexpected and/or urgent expenditure. 

There was also discussion about the amount of time that had been spent by the Parish Warden and/or the Deputy Parish Warden tidying up litter at Cross Green after the very popular Lashings XI cricket match.  Whilst there had been an effort to clear up the area by the Cricket Club after the match, there was a considerable amount of litter, together with cans and bottles, left in and around the Play Area.  It was considered that this may have been left by visitors to the local pubs, which had been very busy.


Reconciliation


Balance expected at End of July 2011 (see Minute 60/11-12)              

            18,260.88


Lodgements
English Rural Housing Association



       80.00


Memorial




     255.00



                                                 18,595.88

   
O/s cheque cashed
P Todd 

     250.00


O/s cheque cashed
R Notz

     173.89


O/s cheque cashed
Robert Acton

       67.20

O/s cheque 
Children’s Play Advisory Service
   (390.00)

Bank balance at end of July (at 22nd July on the bank statement)   
18,494.79

     
Cheques for payment on 3rd August 2011

  2,905.73




Payments already made 
1R Notz
Play Equipment Repairs
   



   (173.89) 

2Robert Acton
Litter Picking Equipment




     (67.20)

Total expected
End of August 2011



           15,830.15

The Report noted the following:

1)  The invoice, from R Notz, was received too late to be included in the last reconciliation but was payable in July, so a cheque was raised after the meeting on 6th July 2011.

2) The invoice, from R Acton, was received too late to be included in the last reconciliation but was payable in July, so a cheque was raised after the meeting on 6th July 2011.

3) The Village Hall invoice includes the hall hire for the Affordable Housing Exhibition.

77
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES,

Eversley Village Hall 


Cllr J Hartle gave notice that he would table a request from the EVH for a donation towards the funding of a new boiler for the Eversley Village Hall, which had had to be replaced as a matter of urgency.  The item would be added to the next Agenda.





Clerk

Independent Panel on Forestry

The Chairman reported that he had made a response to the consultation, on behalf of CPRE Hampshire, and had included elements that were relevant to the local woods and forest land in Eversley.


Hampshire Association of Local Councils 
Cllr P Arpino gave a brief verbal report on the training course that he and Cllr S Dickens had attended.


78
HIGHWAYS MATTERS,


HCC/EPC Highways Meeting  
Cllr D Bradley reported that he had little to add to the circulated notes of the meeting that had taken place on the 28th June.  The Arborfield items were being followed up by the Planning Committee.

Webb’s Corner 

Whilst the meeting, above, had concentrated on Arborfield Garrison, it also covered the Webb’s Corner proposal.  Little progress had been made, but Cllr D Bradley would contact Dean Cronk (HCC) to get updated drawings of the proposal and establish what the current timetable was.  It was noted that the temporary patch repair has broken up and Colin Harris (HCC) should be notified that in wet weather there was no indication to the unwary that the puddles were actually deep pot-holes, which could cause tyre and wheel damage.    




DB
Road Gullies at Church Place
John Gaff, of Church Place, had reported that stones, earth and other debris from the gas excavations had been washed into the roadside gullies along the B3272 in Eversley Cross and Eversley Centre.  Dean Cronk (HCC) had instructed Rex Brook (HCC) to assess whether there was any problem and to clear any blockages.  
…

Highway Projects List

The Report that had previously been circulated by HCC as part of HAT (Hampshire Action Team) paperwork, listing all the work being carried out or programmed for the local highways, was going to be circulated electronically again. 
Dangerous holes in The Street (A327) 
The Clerk had reported the two missing covers for water or gas stopcock holes in the middle of the carriageway in The Street to the relevant utilities.  The Chairman reported that the most urgent one, the gas cover by the yew tree, had been replaced.





…
79
FLOODING AND SEWERAGE,


HDC Bi-Annual Meeting with Thames Water
The Chairman reported that he had attended the meeting on 25th July at 2pm.  The Eversley sewer and sewerage problems, which had been raised two years ago, were number 6 on a list of 21 problem sites.  Hilary Murgatroyd of Thames Water (TW) simply reported that a written report, promised by the end of the month, was on its way to EPC.






   

Thames Water meeting 
Cllr D Bradley reported that he and the Chairman had had a meeting with Anne Houlihan of Thames Water (TW) on 2nd August.  There had been a useful discussion and consideration of the draft report on all incidents and problems in Eversley.  Anne Houlihan (TW) agreed to supplement the Report with information about the pumping stations and update the table of actions.  She agreed to send this to EPC by 2nd September 2011.  






AH


Firgrove Stream

There was nothing to report pending the Environment Agency’s (EA’s) inspection, due in August 2011.


80

EPC PUBLICITY,

Newsletter


Cllr D Bradley considered that the non-production of the annual newsletter was an example of the poor publicity profile of the Parish Council.  He acknowledged that EPC had decided on a late publication due to the elections, but felt that the failure to publish promptly thereafter was bad.  Articles that had been prepared were now out of date and whole sections that had been drafted would need to be redone.  The new Clerk was prepared to compile the newsletter, as the previous Clerk had done, but needed all the copy available at the same time.  It was resolved that all copy should be with the Clerk by the end of August and a copy of the draft copy be circulated to everybody to review.
All
Website


It was not known how many residents had visited the EPC website or how many people referred to it regularly.  It was suggested that all councillors should look at the website and come up with ideas of how it might be revised or refreshed.  It was also unknown exactly what the procedure was for updating pages – whether the Clerk could do it or whether copy needed to be submitted to a third party to be uploaded. 
All
Welcome to Eversley Booklet
Cllr A Ricketts reported that he had the reformatting in hand.  The updating of the wording had be done by John Gaff, but it still retained embedded formatting that needed to be stripped out.  The booklet would need new maps, which could either be done “in house” free of charge or would need to be commissioned from another source.  The Chairman offered to revise or redraw his original plans and artwork. 

AR/PT
Rights of Way Booklet

The Chairman reported that he was in the process of completely rewriting the booklet, which was now very out of date.  A great deal of small changes to footpaths, bridleways and byways open to all traffic (BOATs) had happened and both the descriptions and maps needed to be redone.  He agreed to set out a timetable for producing an updated booklet by the next meeting. 



PT
Facebook/Twitter

Cllr A Ricketts said that he was setting up Eversley Parish Council on a social networking site as it might be a better way of communicating, particularly with younger residents, than the website. 




AR
81     OTHER MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman),


None.

82

ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION,



LDF Core Strategy Public Exhibition.
The Chairman reported that HDC was holding a number of exhibitions around the District for the public to see what was involved in the current consultation on the Preferred Options for its new Core Strategy.  The nearest venue for Eversley was the Monteagle Hall (by Waitrose) in Yateley, where the exhibition would be open from 12.00am to 8.00pm on Friday 9th September.  It was thought that the Parish Council should help to advertise this locally.


Bus Stops and Signage

Cllr D Bradley reported that Zac La Gumina (HCC) had been in contact about erecting bus timetables and information cases at the bus stops.  Some extra boards had been erected.  Cllr D Bradley had suggested that some unused signpost poles might be used to bus stops without any posts for timetable cases.


Great A Crossroads


It was noted that there were a number of drivers who were deliberately ignoring the “no right turn” at the end of Bramshill Road.  If this continues, it may be necessary to ask HCC to look at increasing the difficulty of making an illegal manoeuvre. 

There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.33pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

