MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3RD MARCH 2010 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.25 PM FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL.


PRESENT:
Cllr D Bradley 
(Acting Chairman)




Cllr Dr A Crampton




Cllr D Newman




Cllr P Tidey


ALSO PRESENT:
Mrs B Hawken, Clerk.  

156
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,


Apologies had been received from Cllr P Todd, Cllr C Young and Cllr Janet Maughan.

157
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 2010,


It was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Acting Chairman.

DB
158
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 2010


Min 143:
 Manor Farm Liaison Group.

A further email was sent to Andrew Scott at CEMEX but no response received to date.  


Clerk

Min 151:
 Parish Precept 2010/2011

The Clerk confirmed that a Precept request had been submitted to Hart DC for the sum of £30.550 for the financial year 2010/2011.


Min 155:
EPC Newsletter

     
             The Clerk reminded all councillors that items for the 2010 Newsletter would need to be submitted by the beginning of April to enable it to be produced in early May.  






All

159
DIARY MATTERS,



None.


160
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,


None.

161
TREASURER’S REPORT,


The Treasurer passed out copies of the current account showing the situation as follows:


Reconciliation

Balance in bank at 
End of February 2010 as per Min 146/10
  
            4,059.98      
            Lodgements February       




   775.00





                4,834.98


Outstanding Cheques cashed



           1,034.20





           3,800.78

Cheques for payment




1,802.11
Balance in bank at 
End of March 2010




1,998.67
 
Reserve Account
The Clerk confirmed that she had received several responses from other parishes following the round robin.  She agreed to circulate the responses to enable councillors to select a suitable account/s which she would then investigate.

All/Clerk
Lower Common 
The receipt and relevant forms have been sent to Veolia in order to obtain the grant refund.  Acknowledgement has been received that payment will be made asap.  Veolia will withhold 5% until the work, delayed by the bad weather, is completed.  VAT Refund
The relevant forms have been sent to HMRC to obtain the VAT refund for the second half of 2009/10 in the sum of £2,288.37.  This should be received by the end of March and will ensure sufficient funds are available to make March payments.  

162
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES,


None.

163
HIGHWAYS MATTERS,

The Acting Chairman reported that this had been covered by the notes circulated following the Highways meeting on 8th February and his meeting with Colin Harris visiting various village locations.  The main points of note from both were as follows:

Webb’s Corner – Road Junction




Proposals from HCC on junction modification have yet to be drawn up. Andrew Kettlewell will base these on the proposals drawn up by EPC and progress this at the next HAT meeting in March, having liaised with David Simpson. Traffic movement data obtained during the week commencing the 30th November 2009 were tabled by Andrew Kettlewell (copy held by DB). They remain to be analysed in detail. Peak traffic eastbound was between the hours of 07.00 and 08.00 with a figure of 204 per hour. This compares with 299 in November 2007. Combined with the westbound traffic the total approaches 400 per hour. 
Webbs Corner - Road Repairs

  Action by Highways Department on the road condition awaits decisions on the modifications to the corner on which EPC awaits advice from Andrew Kettlewell, HCC.

The Street. 




 SID data from John Foggo had not been made available. However, when the recent major re-surfacing work was done a permanent traffic recording system had been installed, to register volume, although EPC had not been made aware of this.  Andrew Kettlewell had provided results for the week commencing 01.02.10 but EPC believed that these were compromised due to traffic disruption from gas workings.  Andrew Kettlewell will obtain and report results from a normal week.

Village Hall – Dragons Teeth

There had been a misunderstanding regarding these and it was confirmed that it is a matter for Helen Merrills. The Clerk will re-contact Helen Merrills and provide a sketch map to show what is needed.


   Clerk
HGV’s





EPC reported the increasingly bad state of the eastern entrance to Fox Lane caused by the larger HGV’s using the new composting facility.  Colin Harris is aware of the surface problem and has inspected.  He believes the latest repair may not be adequate and is monitoring the situation.  
Manual for Streets



The Chairman had been invited to a presentation at HCC of its new publication, Manual for Streets. No results have been published relating to this meeting.  It was agreed to ask the Chairman if he had attended and received any documentation.






PT
A327 Coopers Hill to Bramshill Road

Cllr C Young had emailed to report that this had been closed from Cooper's Hill through to the round-about near the Bramshill Road one day last week.   Detours sent all traffic, including HGVs, down Coopers Hill with it's 6ft width restrictions.  Needless to say many got stuck when confronted with southbound traffic going up Coopers Hill at the narrow section between Up Green Farm and Coopers End.  The Acting Chairman reported that he had taken this up with Colin Harris, who had said that diversions were put in place due to a fallen tree on the A327 and he had already reported the mistake in the diversionary route. Diversion notices were to be removed immediately.
New Mill Lane 



Colin Harris has confirmed that the verge repairs are in hand.    

Plover Lane




Colin Harris has confirmed that the cutting of the brambles is in hand.

A327 roundabout surface


Colin Harris has advised that this is now being inspected monthly.
Highways Department


The Acting Chairman reported that the meeting with Colin Harris covered Highways and Flooding matters and there was general agreement that Colin Harris’ attitude was to be applauded as he seemed keen to visit the village and repair/replace items when available.  He had apologised that some matters were taking longer than usual due to the recent bad weather conditions.
164
FLOODING 




The weekend of 26/28 February saw exceptionally heavy rain and further flooding in Eversley.  The Acting Chairman has reported this to Ian Plummer at Hart (co-ordinator for the meetings with Thames Water).  It is believed that this flooding was caused by the failure or inadequacy of the Thames Water pumping station in Longwater Road. The flooded area was the B3272 end of Chequers Lane and, in particular, the Chequers Pub. Thames Water has been in attendance and its engineers have advised that the pumping station cannot cope with the volume flow under heavy rainfall conditions. Water backs up, overflows manhole covers, and flows down the surface of Chequers Lane. Unfortunately one of these manholes is in the car park outside the rear entrance of the pub. Overflowing water cascades down steps and into the pub whose floor is lower than the car park.  This is a recurring problem and needs a permanent solution.  (See also under Sewerage).  Chequers Pub 



 The manholes that overflowed were part of the sewage system and not the highways drainage system. It was noted, however, that roof drainage is connected to the sewer and if this applies to other houses in Chequers Lane it could account for overloading under heavy rainfall conditions.

The following flooding matters had been discussed at the Highways Meeting on 8th February.  

Webbs Corner – Flooding

Action by Highways Department on flooding still awaits decisions by the Environment Agency though ditch clearance and culvert partial clearance by householders had reduced the problem.   It was agreed that the Clerk contact Doug Hill at the EA with a copy to Brian Roberts requesting the long awaited action. 
Clerk
 
St Neot’s Road 



Verge drainage. Colin Harris will arrange clearance.

Warbrook Lane


Colin Harris noted a dead willow tree that could fall across the road and the need to jet Culvert No 2.  EPC will continue to request Warbrook House management to clean the ditch leading up to Culvert No 2 as this is accumulating rubbish and complaints have been received from residents.

   Clerk
A327 Current drainage work 


Colin Harris explained that it had been necessary to pipe the kerbside road drain opposite to Warbrook Lane along the footpath and not back across the road because the kerb level was too low.

A327 Culvert 




The secondary pipe was examined and Colin Harris will arrange rodding or jetting as necessary.

Hollybush Lane Corner


 A pipe to connect the soakaway to the ditch remains on Highways work list.

Marsh Lane / Fox Lane 


 Flood water backs up in the open ditch on the north side of the B3272. Colin Harris will arrange for the downstream pipe to be purged.

Gullies – Mapping

   

 The Acting Chairman offered to get together with Cllrs Young and Tidey to complete the mapping.
 



DB

Marsh Lane - Brooklands 

         There had been no response from the householder so Colin Harris has agreed to monitor the situation.
Rycroft Bund


       It was agreed to ask the Chairman if he had been able to arrange a meeting with Mr Hundley.



PT

Blackwater Valley Strategic Flood Assessment Cllr J Maughan had offered to take up EPC’s concerns with Cllr Stephen Parker and it was agreed that the Clerk would email her for an update.






Clerk
165
SEWERAGE





Meetings with Thames Water


The Chairman had been asked to compile a list of incidents for Ian Plummer for the next meeting with Thames Water, in April and offered to circulate notes of the meeting of 26th January.
The Acting Chairman explained that it was important to follow up on this as Ian Plummer had confirmed that he needed incident information in listed form.  






PT

Immediately following the meeting, Cllr Janet Maughan confirmed that she was arranging a face to face meeting between EPC and Ian Plummer at which this matter could be resolved.                                                                             




JM

B3272 end of Chequers Lane 


Heavy rain caused further flooding in Eversley during the weekend of 26/28 February, with raw sewage spilling out of manholes and being sprayed up by cars driving along the B3272.  Areas most at risk had been The Chequers and Church Place Cottage, which had both flooded.  The Acting Chairman reported that the pub landlord was told categorically that the problem was failure at the pumping station in Longwater Road, however, Col J Gaff, owner of Church Place, explained that the engineer who came to sort out his property had said there were no problems with the Pumping Station.  The problem actually resolved itself but Col. Gaff believes the pipes need to be cleaned more regularly than at present.  He confirmed that a large tanker had arrived today to clean out the sewer from his property through to the Pumping Station.  Col Gaff suggested that EPC should make a stand and request Hart DC to declare that planning applications in the village should be refused until the sewage systems are adequate for purpose.   The system in Eversley is deficient and building more houses without sorting this out is only going to make the situation worse.  He considers that Thames Water is allowing a bio-hazard to be spread freely around the village and that Hart DC should hesitate to approve any more building in the village until the problem is resolved.  There was strong support for Col. Gaff and it was agreed to write to Ian Plummer and Janet Maughan, with copies to John Elson, Viv Evans, Daryl Phillips and Iris Thompson.  The Clerk will draft a letter and circulate it for comments before forwarding.




Clerk/All

Thames Water


      
Cllr Janet Maughan has reported by email that, following the meeting with Thames, and the very comprehensive report received from EPC, Thames Water had agreed to fund 50k to spend on a new sewer in Eversley.  It was believed, however, that this referred to work in Lower Common adjacent to Mud Lane where a section of pipe was replaced because it could not be unblocked and damaged expensive machinery.  Cllr Maughan will be asked for clarification. 



JM

166

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT,
The Acting Chairman thanked the Clerk for attending the meeting on 10th February with Kevin Ings and Barbara Ridley of HCC and Cllr Andy Whittaker of Yateley TC and for providing the notes attached to the Agenda.  HCC has decided to create 4 new services throughout the district, one of which will be a dedicated Eversley/Yateley service with one return journey to either Camberley or Fleet on alternate weeks.  Hart DC has withdrawn funding so HCC intends to re-brand the service as a shopper, to make it more attractive to more people.  The cost of funding will be £4,863, with HCC paying 50%.

The Eversley portion of this was agreed at


 

£   499.00

The amount required from Eversley should be 



£1,116.00

The Eversley shortfall =






£   617.00

Kevin Ings suggestions for the shortfall include the following, or a combination of all 3:

I
An increase in the funding from the parish

2
A reduction in the service ie once every 2 weeks.

3
A need to generate more money

Andy Whittaker has emailed to say that Yateley TC has pulled out of the Call&Go scheme since the area receives virtually no service, and instead has provided the matched funding for Yelabus.  In view of this, it does not seem feasible that HCC would still be able or willing to provide a service simply for Eversley.  During discussion it was pointed out that the Parish Council had supported and contributed to the scheme since its inception. It had promoted it and produced its own leaflets etc.  The service had, however, dwindled to a once a week 2 hour return journey for 2 residents and it was agreed that the Parish Council could no longer justify the expenditure.  It was therefore decided that the Clerk would email Kevin Ings at HCC with the following statement:
"Eversley Parish Council regrets that the restrictive "shopper" service that is being offered is not adequate for the requirements of its residents and Eversley Parish Council will no longer be using or contributing to Call & Go".




Clerk


Yelabus


It was agreed not to contribute “matched funding” to Yelabus as its operations were not flexible enough.  Groups from Eversley wishing to use this service would be expected to pay the full charge. 


Bus Service 82

Although a commercial enterprise, this was providing an hourly service six days a week into Farnborough, Reading etc.  It was more flexible than Yelabus and did not require pre-booking.  It was agreed to promote the service as much as possible.  The details of the Park and Ride scheme at The Hatchgate will be put in the next Parish Magazine, along with a further timetable.



Clerk

167

DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS,





The Acting Chairman explained that he had attended the meeting on 5th February and had produced notes which had been circulated by email.  Daryl Phillips, Head of Planning at Hart is trying to regularise all contributions systems.  He has so far concentrated on the Leisure Fund, managed by Carl Westby and will be tackling NHTS next.  Unfortunately there is a history that still needs to be unravelled and the future is outside of the control of HDC since all income for NHTS now goes straight to HCC.

Leisure Strategy

Cllr P Tidey had submitted a number of projects but from the discussion it was clear that EPC had been far too modest in its requests relative to other parishes.  The Acting Chairman would therefore like to add two additional proposals and will discuss these with Cllr Tidey.  One of these relates to ESA Phase III and the second is to extend the Tennis Feasibility Study to the provision of a Tennis Facility.  The Acting Chairman offered to distribute details of his proposals for the Open Spaces Committee to review.





DB





Cllr P Tidey asked who makes the decisions relating to prioritisation of projects as he noted that Carl Westby had agreed to preserve the monies from the latest planning application for use by ESA.  The Acting Chairman explained that the priority from now on is to ensure that monies stay within the parish they originated from.  However, if the parish disagrees with particular ring-fencing, it should lodge an objection.  He would discuss the matter further with Cllr P Todd and try and resolve the exact procedure intended by Hart DC as there are many uncertainties and the Parish Council needs to have a better understanding of the procedure.





DB/PT
168
DATES FOR PARTICULAR MEETINGS OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL,


It was agreed to hold the AGM and the Annual Parish Assembly of the Electors of Eversley on the following dates:


The Annual General Meeting of Eversley Parish Council 

Wednesday 5th May 


before Planning and Full Council.


The Annual Assembly of the Electors of Eversley 

Tuesday 18th May 


instead of Planning and Open Spaces.  (Any urgent planning items can be dealt with following the meeting if necessary).

169

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 1 (C),


At 10pm the Acting Chairman requested that Standing Orders be suspended in order to deal with remaining items.  It was agreed to continue the meeting until all items had been dealt with.




















All

170

OTHER MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Acting Chairman),


EPC Councillor Expenses Protocol
Details of a protocol covering future expenses of Eversley Parish councillors had been circulated and was presented to the meeting for authorisation.  It was resolved by all to accept the protocol in its entirety.
All




171
ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION,


Parish Precept


                       Cllr P Tidey provided copies of the revised budget comparison for 2010/11 in accordance with previous discussions.  Following further discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Tidey would provide these on a monthly basis.




PDT




Notice Boards

                        The Acting Chairman reported that the notice boards throughout the village were in a bad state and asked that this be added to the Agenda for the Open Spaces Meeting.
Clerk




















New Model Standing Orders 
                        The Clerk reported that these are apparently available on the HALC website in electronic form to download and update meeting procedures to ensure they are legal.  Unfortunately the Clerk has experienced problems accessing them but will persevere.

Clerk




















Yateley Town Mayor’s Civic Service and Reception
     Cllr Myra Billings, Yateley Town Mayor is holding her Civic Service on Sunday 21st March at 3pm in St Peter’s Church, Yateley.  Anyone wishing to attend the service and reception please inform the Clerk by 5th March.

Yateley Town Council – Mayor’s Charity Dinner
     Cllr Myra Billings, Yateley Town Mayor is holding a Charity Dinner in aid of Citizens Advice Hart District at Casa Dei Cesari, Yateley on 9th April.  Tickets for 3 course meal and entertainment are £35 a head.  Booking forms available from the Clerk.
Hart DC – Chairman’s Dinner


     The Chairman will be holding a fundraising dinner at the sponsors' El Castello restaurant in Fleet on Monday, 29 March 2010,7.30 p.m until 11 p.m, in aid of the Gurkha Welfare Trust and Gurkha Memorial Fund. 2 Course meal and celebratory cake with coffee.   Live entertainment, raffle and prize draw.  Tickets £17.50 each. 

There being no further items for discussion the Acting Chairman closed the meeting at 10.25pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

