MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 2010 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.55 PM FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL.


PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd

(Chairman)




Cllr D Bradley




Cllr Dr A Crampton




Cllr D Newman




Cllr C Young 


ALSO PRESENT:
Mrs B Hawken, Clerk.  

141
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,


Apologies had been received from Cllr P Tidey

142
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 19TH JANUARY 2010,


It was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.


PT
143
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 19TH JANUARY 2010,


Min 129:
Community Transport 

 


· Call & Go



EPC has received the invoice from HCC in the sum of £332.72 in respect of its contribution towards the service for the period 1 August 2009 - 31 March 2010 as notified by Kevin Ings.  Despite two emails requesting details of usage by Eversley residents for the period 1st August to date there had been no response.  It was agreed the subject of Call & Go would be added to the next Agenda and the invoice would not be paid until the information requested was forthcoming.   Cllr Bradley confirmed that he would try and attend the Hart Call & Go meeting on 10th February at HDC’s Civic Offices.



Clerk/DB
· Countrywide Travel Bus Service 82

John Chadwick of Countrywide Travel has agreed to meet Cllr D Bradley and Cllr D Clarke of Bramshill, together with Zac La Gumina of HCC to discuss the possibility of a “Park and Ride” service using the car park at The Hatchgate in Bramshill.  The Landlord has confirmed that space can be made available, but there is concern regarding the location of the bus stop.






  DB

· Community Transport Questionnaire

Cllr Bradley apologised that the informal meeting had not yet been held but he would deal with this as soon as possible.
  DB

 Eversley - Burglaries 

 
Cllr C Young reported that he had been unable to obtain copies of the original material in order to establish the source.   He suggested it might have been a problem Neighbourhood Watch could have assisted with but the Chairman explained that this scheme had failed because the Police had been unable to provide liaison.
Min 130:
Manor Farm Liaison Group.

An email was sent to Andrew Scott at CEMEX but no response received to date.  



Clerk

Min 133:
  HDAPTC


     
The Clerk confirmed that the notes of the recent meeting had been distributed.




Min 138:
  Membership of NALC

       
The Clerk confirmed that HALC had emailed EPC thanking it for its support.

Min 140:
RAF Odiham

     
The Chairman and Cllr Bradley had been unable to attend the presentation at RAF Odiham on 27 January 2010.   

Gas Problems


It was confirmed that there had been numerous problems with water in gas pipes throughout Eversley and these were still ongoing with repairs currently being carried out.

Rubbish Collections

      
Collections were almost back to normal with all outstanding bins collected.  Cllr J Maughan reported that Hart DC was reviewing ways of improving the service and communication at problem times.

144
DIARY MATTERS,


None.


145
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,


None.

146
TREASURER’S REPORT,


The Treasurer passed out copies of the current account showing the situation as follows:

            Reconciliation

Balance in bank at 
End of January 2010 as per Min 132/10
  
            3,566.86      
            Lodgements January
                                               
1,430.00




                4.996.86


Cheques not yet cashed




1,034.20





            6,031.06
Cheques for payment   3rd February 2010  
 


  1,971.08
Balance in bank at 
End of February 2010


  
            4,059.98      

1
Due to adverse weather conditions cheques for payment were authorised by email and officially authorised at the meeting on 19th January.  Unfortunately it was not possible to have the cheques signed and posted until 11th January.  This, together with disruption of postal services may account for the delay in presentation of certain cheques.


2
eibeplay has confirmed receipt of payment for the additional equipment at Lower Common, which has been delivered.  Due to the return to 17.5% VAT an additional amount of £111.42 is due which will be reclaimed from HMRC.  The receipt will be sent to Veolia in order to obtain the relevant grant refund.

Reserve Account

Cllr Bradley reported that the poor rate of interest on this account had been discussed at the informal meeting regarding the Precept and it had been suggested that the Treasurer attempt to find a suitable Instant Access Account that would pay a better rate.  The Treasurer will circulate a round robin to other parishes for ideas.
  Clerk
147
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES,


None.
148
HIGHWAYS MATTERS,

Highways Meeting with HCC     
Cllr Bradley reported that this had been re-arranged for 8th February at 1pm.  The Agenda had been circulated and would cover all matters listed in the Minutes of the meeting held on 19th January.




PT/DB/PDT

PT/DB/PDT
Village Hall – Dragons Teeth

Helen Merrills has confirmed that she was informed on the 2 December that the dragons’ teeth installation was imminent.  She has therefore emailed Mark Taylor and Nick Catchpole to see what is causing the delay.   Cllr Bradley reported that some work had been done but the dragons’ teeth had been sited incorrectly.  The problem would be raised at the Highways meeting.




DB








HGV’s


         The Clerk reported that she had contacted Andrew Kettlewell requesting he put EPC in touch with a suitable contact since John Bucket has retired.  An email was received from Geoff Hobbs, Senior Transport Planner and the information was passed to Cllr Bradley.  Mr Hobbs explained that no decisions have been made regarding the review of lorry routing policy carried out in 2009. HCC is testing new truck satnav technology but it will be some time before all HGV drivers are using this.  It was therefore agreed to Diary the matter for 6 months.

4.8.10
Manual for Streets



The Chairman reported that he been invited to a presentation at HCC of its new publication, Manual for Streets.  This is a slant on a Government document based on streets changing from being vehicle orientated to people orientated.  There is quite a lot of information about HGV’s and new thinking in the Highways department which should bring about change.  
149
FLOODING 




Cllr D Bradley explained that there was nothing new to report.  Several current problems would be discussed at the meeting on the 8th February as and where they affect Highways.

Gullies




Cllr C Young reported that there were problems with the kerbside gullies between Reading Road and Kingsley Road.
Gullies – Mapping

   

Cllr Newman had completed his area and Cllr Young offered to complete his area as soon as possible.  Cllr Bradley offered to contact Cllr Tidey for details of his progress.
 





DB

Marsh Lane - Brooklands 


The Clerk confirmed that there had been no response from the householder.  It was agreed that there were still problems which might be very expensive to resolve.  The Chairman suggested that a failsafe mechanism, such as a secondary pipe was needed and it was agreed to raise the matter at the Highways meeting on 8th February.






PT/DB
Warbrook Lane  



The Clerk confirmed that she had written to Gavin Webster at Warbrook House requesting that he arrange clearance of the ditch, which is in a bad state and had also emailed Colin Harris to clear the culvert.


Clerk

Rycroft Bund


       The Chairman apologised that he had been unable to arrange a meeting with Mr Hundley but would contact him as soon as possible to discuss his concerns.





PT

Blackwater Valley Strategic Flood Assessment Cllr J Maughan asked EPC to clarify its concerns regarding the Flood Assessment.  

The Chairman and Cllr Bradley explained that EPC had suggested to Cllr Stephen Parker that the consultants’ document should not be revised, but rather completely re-written because they had failed to produce an Assessment which was suitable for purpose.   It was felt that the document could not have been critically reviewed by anyone in authority at Hart DC and someone should be brought to account for accepting it.   It was also believed that the details should have been discussed with parishes, yet, despite producing a comprehensive Flooding Report, EPC had not been consulted.   The Chairman pointed out that the Assessment concentrated on river flooding, information which appeared to have been downloaded from the EA website.  EPC’s concerns were with flooding related to ground water, surface water and sewerage and its report had itemised all instances of surface water flooding but these had been completely ignored by the consultants – possibly because they would then have been required to repeat the task for every parish.  Cllr Maughan thanked the Chairman and Cllr Bradley for giving her a greater understanding of the situation and offered to take the matter up with Cllr Parker. 


JM

150
SEWERAGE



   Immediately following the January meeting of EPC, an invitation was received from Ian Plummer, Hart DC, to attend a Meeting of Members with Thames Water, Environment Agency, HCC & Sentinel in the Council Chamber on Tuesday 26th January 2010 where the report from Eversley Parish Council would be raised under “New Areas of Concern”.  This report had been sent to Cllr Stephen Parker at Hart in November 2009, but was circulated too late to allow the relevant representatives, especially those of Thames Water, sufficient time to review it prior to the meeting, which was chaired by Cllr David Healey.  Thames Water made it clear that it could not and would not meet with individual parishes, and expected District Councillors to be aware of sewerage problems in parishes and raise these matters on their behalf.  Thames Water does not supply details for the Agenda so if Hart officers do not list specific issues they will not be raised.  Cllr Bradley pointed out that Hart has also been reluctant to add items to the Agenda, despite being aware that problems exist.  EPC had suggested that full maps of all sewers should be available and Thames Water confirmed that it had provided Hart DC with this information several years ago, yet Hart was unaware that it held these details.  It will be six months before the next meeting but there will be an interim meeting of officers at Hart.  Ian Plummer, who appears to have been delegated the job of co-ordinator, agrees that there needs to be a more open process and an overhaul of how these meetings operate in future, with Minutes being made available.  The Chairman pointed out that one issue re-raised at the meeting had been Mud Lane where there had been five problems raised over the last three years.  Thames Water had been working here for the last two weeks trying to establish the cause of the problem and had so far only succeeded in damaging some very expensive equipment.  The Chairman offered to circulate notes of the 
PT
meeting.  
Cllr J Maughan gave her apologies as she had to leave the meeting at this point (9.45pm) but offered to assist with any further sewerage problems.




JM
151

PARISH PRECEPT 2010/2011,


The Chairman reported that he had attended Hart District Council’s Budget Meeting on 2nd February and believed that the Hart increase would be in the region of 2.5%.  No information had yet been received from HCC.  With regard to EPC’s Precept, Cllr P Tidey had sent apologies and had produced a budget commentary and two separate summaries, which the Chairman passed around.  He confirmed that it had been agreed at the informal meeting of councillors to set the Precept for 2010/11 at £30.550, an increase of 1.5% and this was formally accepted by all councillors present.



All
152

NHTS,






Cllr Janet Maughan had reported earlier that all monies are supposed to be with HCC and suggested that this would make it a matter for Cllr D Simpson to chase up.  As this information conflicted with that given to EPC by Christine Fisher at HCC, it was agreed to raise this at the Developer’s Contributions meeting on Friday 5th February.

PT/DB/JM






153

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 1 (C),


At 10pm the Chairman requested that Standing Orders be suspended in order to deal with remaining items.  It was agreed to continue the meeting until all items had been dealt with.

All
154

OTHER MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman),

EPC Meetings

Advance apologies for the meeting on 3rd March had been received from the Chairman and Cllr C Young.  The Clerk reminded all councillors that a quorum of 3 would be needed for that meeting.  It was agreed that Cllr D Newman would chair the Planning Committee and Cllr D Bradley would chair the Full Council meeting.

Yelabus


Cllr Andy Whittaker, Yateley TC, had emailed with information relating to Yelabus which would need to be discussed at the same time as Call & Go.  Both items will be added to the next Full Council Agenda.  



Clerk
155
ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION,

EPC Newsletter

     The Clerk requested that all items for the 2010 Newsletter would need to be submitted by the beginning of April to enable it to be produced in early May.  She asked everyone present to give some thought to what they would like in the Newsletter and present their ideas at the mid-month meeting on 16th February. 

All

Wokingham BC – Consultation on Local Transport Plan (LTP3)
Wokingham BC has produced a consultation questionnaire which it would like completed and returned by 5th February.  It was generally agreed that this was not worth pursuing.

Hart DC – Gambling Act 2005 – Statement of Principles 
Hart has sent a hard copy of this and is interested in any views we might have.  Comments by 15th February.  The Chairman offered to take a look at the document.





PT


There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.20pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………
