MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.16 PM FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL.



PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd
 (Chairman)




Cllr P Arpino







Cllr D Bradley





Cllr S Dickens




Cllr J Hartle 




Cllr C Young




Cllr K Neville

         ALSO PRESENT:
Cllr Dr A Crampton (HDC), PC M Hoban, Mr B Webb, Mr M Hartley  and Mrs J Routley, Clerk.
115
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

None received.

116
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 18th OCTOBER 2011,

Min: 103  Line  8  Amend “with Mr Radford” to read “for Mr Radford”

Min: 114  Line  1 Delete “shared ownership”  


With these amendments, it was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.


PT
117
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 18th OCTOBER 2011,

        
Min 100:  
EPC Newsletter 2011
The Clerk had circulated the draft newsletter to councillors.  The Chairman requested all councillors who still needed to provide articles or who wished to make comments on the draft to do so as soon as possible.

ALL








Welcome to Eversley Booklet
   The Chairman reported that this was still pending.
PT



Rights of Way Booklet

  The Chairman reported that this was still pending.
PT
















Keep Out Signs at Heath Warren
Cllr D Bradley had still not investigated this matter but would do so shortly.





DB







Min 100:  ii)   Wreath for Remembrance Sunday  
The wreath had been ordered and received and the Clerk was to deliver to Cllr C Young. (This was done on 3.11.11)

Clerk
Min 102: 
Affordable Housing
Cllr D Bradley still awaited a response from Ashley Grist regarding arranging a meeting with the EPC Affordable Housing Committee to progress other items on the timetable.






DB          

Min 106: 
Developer Contributions i) Leisure and Open Spaces Projects

It was reported that a list was now finalised and had been sent to Daryl Phillips at HDC.


SD

A copy of the report had been circulated to all councillors. (See Appendix 1)     

         

Clerk
Cllr D Bradley had emailed Cllr Ken Crookes (HDC) and Cllr Sara Kinnell (HDC) regarding the overbearing bureaucracy of re-sending paperwork for projects already approved. The conclusion was that paperwork for all projects was indeed required.






Cllr D Bradley felt that the second action on this minute point resulted in a very unsatisfactory situation and meant that EPC was not truly representing the interests of the Village. He did not want to open up discussion again but wanted to express that the feeling amongst many is that ESA projects should be included. The matter was not voted on at the last meeting and he therefore wanted it to be voted on tonight.


The Chairman suggested that this be taken under item 15 on the agenda.            



PT
Also on this item, Cllr D Bradley reported that he had contacted Mr P Tidey who felt that developer contributions would not be appropriate to the Village Hall project.

Min 112: 
HALC Affiliation Fees
The Clerk had received a response from Alastair Clark of HALC regarding the Fees which would be circulated to all Cllrs.

Clerk

Min 114: 
Westward Ho    Cllr C Young declared an interest in this item.  The Chairman reported that EPC had been contacted by HDC to confirm the localness of the people who had applied so far for this property. Following a discussion it was resolved that once the full list of applicants was received this would be circulated to all Cllrs as confidential data.
Clerk
118
DIARY MATTERS,

i) To review and calculate the level of Precept for 2011/12
The Chairman explained that the precept level has to be given to HDC in mid January and therefore informal discussions usually take place around November. Since Cllr A Ricketts was not in attendance the Chairman offered to contact him to see how this was progressing.
 
PT
This item is to be added to the Agenda for the next Full Council Meeting in December.
7.12.11
119
OBSERVATIONS FROM PARISHONERS,

Neighbourhood Watch

The Chairman welcomed PC Mark Hoban who offered to take questions. Brian Webb, the neighbourhood watch representative, said that  Neighbourhood Watch received little support and asked the Police and the Council help with this. Cllr J Hartle said he would publicise this at Centre Stores.

JH

PC Mark Hoban said that schemes had worked very well in other villages and offered to provide anyone interested with literature. He emphasised the need for an individual to oversee the scheme and then organise a co-ordinator for each street.

Brian Webb also asked about the level of information coming from the police and suggested this had diminished. PC Hoban explained that there were less staff but that the police could still provide a certain level of information and also offered suggestions of useful websites.

Fly Tipping 


Brian Webb had noticed that fly tipping had become a problem and that in the instance of Hollybush Lane this had taken a while to clear. It appeared that even when someone had been caught fly tipping by the allotments in Warbrook Lane and their registration reported to the police no action had been taken and with no action the situation will get worse.

PC Hoban said that these cases will be dealt with if there is strong evidence and that one of the priorities would be to check vehicles for Waste Carriers licences. He also suggested that the Environment Agency should be looking at this as it is their remit.

Zig Zag lines on Glaston Hill Road 

Cllr S Dickens reported that this was still a problem and enquired if HDC can put tickets on cars. Cllr Dr A Crampton offered to chase this. 






AC
Cllr S Dickens also suggested that HCC needed to clean or repaint the lines.

Speeding

PC Hoban reported that there had been speed checks in the Village and that there had recently been more funding. Eversley was considered a priority and there would be speed checks happening more regularly in the future approximately once or twice a month.

The Street ‘Park In’
Cllr D Bradley asked PC Hoban what the reaction of the Police had been to the ‘Park In’ event in The Street. PC Hoban replied that obviously the police presence had been arranged but that the Police would like more notice if similar events were to take place in the future.

Arborfield

Mr M Hartley asked if EPC had done any work on a hard hitting petition to HDC along the lines suggested by Cllr D Simpson (HCC) at the last meeting. The Chairman replied that the minutes record that this was a County rather than a District matter and that Cllr D Simpson (HCC) was suggesting sending a letter to WBC not HDC. The Chairman reported that he had been in contact with Cllr D Simpson (HCC) and Angus Ross but had not yet pulled together a statement of EPC’s case.

Flooding and ditches

Brian Webb addressed the Council with his concerns over flooding at Warbrook Lane and a number of ditches that could cause problems. He circulated a map which showed the ditches which were likely to cause problems if they were not cleared. In some cases the ditches were owned by EPC. He asked if EPC could write to the landowners and where the land owner is EPC could they arrange for the ditches to be cleared. Cllr D Bradley offered to look into this.



DB
The Chairman said this would be picked up under Flooding item 12 on the Agenda (see Minute 126)





PT
Affordable Housing Committee
Mr M Hartley suggested that EPC might wish to look at making the Affordable Housing Committee into a general Housing Committee to include not only the current  Affordable Housing situation but previous housing situations and grants and benefits which would give them space to consider any extra powers which are coming from the Localism bill.

The Chairman replied that EPC would bear his suggestion in mind and that HALC, CPRE, Yateley Society, Fleet Civic Society and Farnham Society were all keeping EPC up to date on the Localism Bill.

Layout for Chequers Lane
Mr M Hartley asked a question regarding the proposed layout plan for Chequers Lane, as discussed at the previous Full Council Meeting under Minute 119.  He wished to ensure that in the multidirectional layout for Up Green that they took account of the fire hydrant. He stated that he had also mentioned this to Cllr D Simpson (HCC) who had assured him that appropriate comments would go to the Fire Committee . Cllr C Young confirmed that he had made a note of this on the plan.

CY 
120
TREASURER’S REPORT,


The Treasurer distributed copies of the reconciliation for October 2011 as previously circulated.


Reconciliation

Balance expected at End of October  2011 (see Minute 104/11-12)                           24,965.59

Total Lodgements





          460.00

O/s Cheques not cashed                            

                                        575.96
Balance at end of October (24th October as per statement)                                       26,001.55

Cheques for payment  2nd November 2011
                                                      (2,385.42)
O/s Cheques not cashed (as above)


    
     
        (575.96)

Total Expected in Current Account            End of November 2011

                23,040.17

Balance in Reserve Account (24th October as per statement)                                   13,667.09*

* Interest of £1.72


The Treasurer reported the following:

iii) Royal British Legion  
Following a discussion it was resolved to approve payment to the national Royal British Legion of £17.00 for a Remembrance wreath and to give a donation to the local branch of £30.00. The cheques were raised and were included in the reconciliation above




PT/Clerk

It was resolved to authorise the payments, as above, for signature.

PT

iv)  Quarterly Financial Statement 

Cllr D Bradley expressed concern that the Council had not yet seen a financial statement. It was agreed to ask Cllr A Ricketts how far he had got with this task and if he was unable to do this to seek another Councillor to fulfil this task.
PT/Clerk

This will be included on the agenda for the next Full Council meeting.

7.12.11


121
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT RENEWAL,

The Tender Document had been circulated to all Councillors. Cllr D Bradley expressed concern that the amount of detail required might put off small local companies from tendering. Cllr S Dickens explained that there was a section to tick if you were a small company and that all forms would come in confidentially to the Clerk and then the group would decide if enough detail had been provided. 

It was resolved that the Tender package be sent out via email, EPC website and Parish Magazine.






Clerk


122
ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE,

.
PC Mark Hoban expressed his interest in attending meetings of the road safety group.
MH


Cllr C Young reported that he had been in contact with Andrew Kettlewell on outstanding Highways actions but that he has responded by saying that with the recent movement of staff there was currently no member of Hampshire looking at Eversley’s road issues. He instructed EPC to keep reporting issues and that they would be looked into when staff became available.


Following a discussion it was resolved not to form a new committee but to leave this as a Working Party.





ALL
The Chairman suggested other members that may wish to be involved: ‘Eversley Matters’, Safer Walk to School, Police and HDC.

123
RELATIONSHIP WITH EVERSLEY MATTERS,

Cllr D Bradley explained that ‘Eversley Matters’ were keen not to lose momentum and would like to meet to discuss general Road Safety issues apart from the Arborfield Development. 


It was resolved that Cllr C Young would set a date with ‘Eversley Matters’  to meet.

CY
124
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES


Eversley Sports Association (ESA)

Cllr D Bradley reported that there had been meetings within ESA to develop plans for the future. He suggested that EPC invites Mick Slater to the next Full Council meeting to answer any of the Council’s questions.


The Chairman was asked to issue an invitation                                                         

PT
 

Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership  
The Chairman reported that even though EPC was not a paying member of this group he had been invited to its AGM on 10th November.

PT

HDC Parish/Planning Forum
The Chairman reported that an invitation had been received to attend this rescheduled meeting on 30th November. The Chairman confirmed his attendance.








PT
125
HIGHWAYS MATTERS,


Cllr C Young reported on the following:


Webb’s Corner  


Andrew Kettlewell (HCC) had agreed to tell EPC when HCC has resources to progress this and confirmed that it is still on the list. 

Damaged Road Furniture  
The damaged road signs were first reported back in July and the Clerk would continue to chase.









         
Clerk 

Cllr C Young asked Cllrs who noticed any damaged road sign to report it to him.


CY

Gas Works




Cllr S Dickens emphasised that EPC should keep monitoring the repair work and report to Highways to ensure they were sufficient. Cllr C Young replied that the Gas works had not yet finished and that they had acknowledged that they would complete repair work.














CY











126
FLOODING AND SEWERAGE,


Cllr D Bradley reported on the following:


Thames Water 

The latest report from Anne Houlihan, TW Customer Coordinator, had now been received. The gist of which was that the pumping station had a clean bill of health on frequency of demand. However, the information EPC required was the instantaneous demand limit. Cllr D Bradley agreed to query this with TW and to forward the tabulation to others concerned, such as John Gaff.



DB







Sewerage   

Cllr C Young mentioned that the Gas work on Chequers Lane had resulted in the rupture of the main sewer which they were now seeking to repair.


Environment Agency   

Cllr D Bradley is still chasing the EA regarding the clearing of Firgrove Stream. (following the meeting he had been told that the work was scheduled for the week commencing the 15th November)




DB








Ditches 


The Chairman referred to the ditch problems reported by Brian Webb under Agenda item 4 (see minute 118) and asked if these could be investigated. Cllr D Bradley agreed to look into this and to report back.



DB

If action is required this will be handled by Open Spaces.


127
CHARLES KINGSLEY’S SCHOOL TRUST,

Cllr S Dickens and Cllr P Arpino were to meet again with the CKS Trust to get further information. They reported that they had contacted Leone Brown but had yet not received a response. It was resolved that this item be deferred until the next Full Council Meeting.
7.12.11





128   PARISH PLAN,

The Chairman highlighted that without a Parish Plan EPC is responding in bitty ways to issues such as Localism, neighbourhood plan and section 106 rather than asking parishioners what they want EPC to do. In the past it had proved difficult to gain sufficient interest to move this forward. With Localism and the Big Society there is a big push for the parish to say what it wants.

Cllr S Dickens stated that many other councils had spent money on consultancy companies to produce a parish Plan. He also reminded the Chairman that at the LDF meeting they had attended it had been suggested that the Parish Plan was valueless and that any neighbourhood plan would have to conform with the Development Plan. He also drew attention to the recent emails from Daryl Phillips HDC and suggested that the legal jargon sent to Parish Councils was ridiculous considering Councillors were volunteers and would not encourage people to come forward and be part of Parish Councils. This he felt was putting up barriers to allowing the Parish Council to spend money on its residents.

In summary the Chairman commented that all realised that there was a need for a Parish Plan but that they needed to determine a way forward.

The Chairman pointed out that HDC had recently appointed a new Parish Plan Co-ordinator.

It was resolved to invite the Parish Plan Co-ordinator to come to a planning meeting and address the Council.






Clerk
129
OTHER MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman),


Cllr D Bradley requested a vote on a motion that was read out by the Chairman as follows:

‘This Council supports the inclusion of ESA related projects in applying for s106 Developer Contributions’

Cllr S Dickens did not agree that this should be voted on since it was not on the Agenda. He suggested that EPC does support ESA and had done so in the past citing receipt by ESA of £40,000. Cllr D Bradley said that this was over 9 years ago and that ESA/EPC had had to fight hard to get the money. (following the meeting an explanation of this episode was circulated to all by email to correct any misunderstandings)
Cllr D Bradley stated that Carl Westby (HDC Leisure Services) does not want to be in the position of having to adjudicate on the priority of leisure projects which he would have to do if faced with multiple lists. 

Cllr J Hartle said that the motion did not refer to priorities it just asked for ESA projects to be included.

Cllr S Dickens felt that there would be many objectors were this to be done.

The Chairman suggested that perhaps the wording be changed to “This Council supports the inclusion of projects from outside the council.”

Cllr John  Hartle asked for an explanation of S106 Contributions and their raison d’être. The Chairman gave a detailed response. Following this explanation Cllr J Hartle felt that if any area of the community could benefit from contributions then  all projects should be put forward to cover the whole gamut of what the village needs. 
Cllr P Arpino felt that projects put forward should be for the community as a whole rather than a unique group.

Cllr D Bradley responded saying that one could then argue that playgrounds only benefit families with small children so that playground projects should be excluded.

Cllr S Dickens failed to see the need for this vote since it was agreed at the last meeting that Cllr D Bradley was going to submit the ESA projects independently. He was also of the opinion that Cllr D Bradley and Cllr J Hartle had an interest in this item and therefore should not be allowed to vote. 

Cllr Bradley responded by saying that there was no such agreement but he had said that he would submit a separate list given lack of resolution at this meeting.

Cllr J Hartle reiterated that from the Chairman’s explanation of the reasoning behind the s106 contributions  that any organisation should be able to put a project forward. Cllr S Dickens agreed they should but that EPC should only do the paperwork for specific EPC projects.

Again the Chairman felt that the wording should be changed to include outside organisations rather than singling out ESA.

Cllr S Dickens suggested that the council would benefit from training on s106.

The Chairman was not happy with the original wording of the motion and proposed that the council vote on the following motion, which was seconded by Cllr K Neville :

‘This Council supports the inclusion of non EPC related projects in applying for s106 Developer Contributions’


The motion was approved, with 5 votes in favour and 2 abstentions.
130

ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION,


Donation to Hampshire Farming and Wildlife Group  The Clerk reported that a request had been received to make a donation to this group. The Chairman suggested that this be raised at the next meeting under the budget review.
7.12.11

There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

