MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st JUNE 2011 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 8.37 PM FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL.



PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd

Chairman




Cllr D Bradley





Cllr P Arpino







Cllr S Dickens




Cllr J Hartle




Cllr C Young

         ALSO PRESENT:
Mr Paul Simons, 1 Member of the Public, and Mrs J Routley, Clerk. 
31
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,


Apologies had been received from Cllr A Ricketts and Cllr A Crampton (HDC),

32
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH MAY 2011,

It was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
PT
33
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH MAY 2011,

It was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.
PT
34
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH MAY 2011,

Min 9: Planning Committee Cllr P Arpino believed he had put himself forward to serve on the Planning Committee. Neither of the Clerks had recorded this in the minutes therefore the Chairman agreed that Cllr P Arpino could put himself forward to fill the vacancy on the committee at the next  Council Meeting on 6th July 2011.


Affordable Housing Committee Cllr D Bradley questioned if the Affordable Housing Committee had been formed. The Chairman confirmed that it had been formed and draft terms of reference had been devised and circulated. Cllr D Bradley suggested that each 
member of the committee give a formal acceptance of these terms of reference via email.
AH Com

Min 13: Eversley Parish Council Standing Orders  The Chairman agreed to circulate these for comment and to arrange when they will be discussed.
PT

Min 14: Parish Council Surgery Cllr C Young queried if this needed addressing. The Chairman agreed that this would be a future agenda item.
Clerk
35
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH MAY 2011,
         Min 18:
Blue Bins


James Holt has still not responded regarding EPC’s request for the Village Hall site to be re-assessed.  

Clerk

Min 19: Annual Play Area Inspections Rob Wheway has responded and will be carrying out the playground inspection at the end of the month. The clerk will inform the Parish Warden once the date is confirmed in order for him to be in attendance.

Clerk







EPC Land Ownership

The Chairman explained that he had not yet made the arrangements to put the information on line.  He would progress this as soon as possible.






PT



EPC Newsletter 2011

The Clerk reported that short autobiographies were still awaited from Cllr S Dickens and Cllr P Arpino. 

SD/PA/







Clerk


Min 23: See Highways

Min 24: See Flooding


Min 25: Flood Risk Map Cllr D Bradley reported that this request had actually come from a highways department seeking information and was totally inappropriate to what EPC were trying to put across. The Clerk sent an email explaining this but after receiving no response sent the flood addendum report as is.

Min 29: The Clerk reported that the printer/copier had been purchased and would appear in the Treasurer’s Report.

Clerk
36
CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR TO FILL VACANCY,

Two names had been put forward Mr Kevin Neville, who could not attend the meeting and Mr Paul Simons who was in attendance. The Chairman addressed Mr Simons and asked if he would be prepared to give a short presentation about himself. Mr Simons agreed. Mr Simons explained that his letter (as previously circulated) gave an outline about his background. He had lived in the Hart area for a long time and within Eversley for the past 10 years and that his children attend the local school. He expressed a wish to become more involved in the local community and had some exposure to the workings of local government through a relative. His professional background is within finance and he currently works as an independent financial advisor.
Cllr D Bradley asked what he felt he could contribute to the council. Mr Simons replied that he understood there would be a learning curve but that he felt that with the right information he would be able to offer an opinion.

Cllr S Dickens asked if he had skills that could help with budgets etc. Mr Simons replied that with the general nature of his business he did and that specifically he held the National Diploma of Business Finance.
Cllr D Bradley enquired if Mr Simons had sufficient time to commit to this role. Mr Simons replied that in his spare time he helped run a football club but that he felt he did have adequate time to also be a part of the council.

The Chairman confirmed that Mr Simons appeared very suitable as a Councillor however, felt that in fairness to the other candidate a decision should be postponed until both parties had presented their cases. It was resolved that both candidates would be asked to attend the Planning meeting on 14th June 2011, with a view to the Council co-opting one of the candidates at the Council meeting on 6th July 2011. 




6.7.11 
37
DIARY MATTERS,



Bi-annual Highways Meeting The Clerk has spoken to Dean Cronk who has suggested three possible dates for meeting: 25th, 26th or 27th July. The Chairman, Cllr D Bradley and Cllr P Arpino have confirmed their availability for either 26th or 27th July. The Clerk awaits Mr Cronk’s confirmation.






Clerk
38
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,

A member of the public asked for clarification of the exact responsibility of each group in the area of Highways, traffic and road safety. The Chairman explained that HCC are responsible for all roads apart from privately owned ones. HDC are responsible for all verges and EPC are responsible for foot and bridal paths in the area.



The same member of the public sought further clarification and asked if HCC’s responsibility included removal of litter and refuse from all roads. The Chairman responded by stating that verge cleaning was the responsibility of HDC and includes removal of dead animals, litter and debris. HDC litter pick according to a rota and therefore some areas are cleared more frequently than others and Eversley, being a rural location, is only cleared four times a year in the centre, twice a year in residential areas and once a year on all rural roads. The Chairman explained that whilst HDC do have overall responsibility for litter, EPC, at the request of parishioners, have taken it upon themselves to provide a deputy parish warden to perform regular litter picking and report instances of fly tipping. EPC helps landowners by taking responsibility for the general maintenance of footpaths and bridleways in the parish.


The member of the public asked who had responsibility for the metalled pavements. The  Chairman replied that HCC, as Highway Authority, has responsibility for both footways and carriageways, which are both part of the public highway.
The member of the public asked if EPC could see themselves having to take over direct responsibility under the government’s localised services initiative. The Chairman explained that as the law stands EPC could apply to become a Quality Council and request to take over services but that at the moment there was no suggestion that they would be told to do so. NALC is in consultation with the government about what councils may wish to do in the future. 

The member of the public suggested that services could be shared with neighbouring parishes such as Yateley. The Chairman explained that EPC can already go into joint contracts with anyone.
The member of the public raised the problem of road safety on minor roads and suggested this may be due to the fact that they were classed as roads when they were in fact single track country lanes. The Chairman responded by stating that EPC were aware of the issues and has a Bi-annual Highways meeting scheduled for the end of July where such matters would be addressed.
The member of the public suggested creating a sub committee responsible for road safety and local transport. The Chairman replied that the creation of further sub committees was on the list for future discussion. Cllr D Bradley reported that a small working party on road traffic and road safety matters was being set up in response to Poppy’s Project.

39
TREASURER’S REPORT,


The Treasurer passed out copies of the bank reconciliation for May 2011.


Reconciliation

Balance in bank at End of May 2011 per Minute 21/11-12                

      
25,742.55
Lodgements





       55.00
 25,797.55

         Outstanding cheque not cashed   

       54.00
Balance at end of May

25,851.55
Cheques for payment  1st June 2011

  3,941.91

Total End of June 2011



            21,909.64


It was resolved to authorise the payments, as above, for signature.

PT/DB 
40
TO APPROVE, ACCEPT AND SIGN THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR 2010/11,

The Treasurer reported that the Accounts had been signed off by the Council’s appointed auditor Mr Bernard Carter and were as presented to the Council at the AGM on 11th MAY 2011 Min:12. The Chairman asked all members present to confirm their agreement that the Statement of Accounts and the Annual governance statement be signed. It was resolved that the Chairman sign the accounts and statement.

PT
41
APPROVAL OF THE CHANGE OF SIGNATORIES,


The Clerk reported that the bank required a form to be signed to approve changing the bank signatories from the outgoing Clerk Mrs B Hawken to the new Clerk Mrs J Routley. It was resolved that the Authorised Signatories in the current Mandate, for the Accounts detailed in section 2, be changed in accordance with section 5, and that the current Mandate will continue as amended. The Chairman and all current signatories signed the bank form. 
PT/DB
42
ASSESSMENT OF RURAL EXCEPTION SITES 

Report dated 17th April 2011 (copy attached)
The Chairman explained that this report had been produced, sent to Mags Wylie and had been put on EPC’s website with the comment that this was a contribution to the ongoing debate on Affordable Housing. This agenda item was included to discuss whether the proper procedure had been followed by Councillors in producing this report. The Chairman emphasised that if the report was to be discussed in detail then he would have to leave owing to his personal and prejudicial interest but if it was merely about the procedure then he could remain but would pass the Chair over to Cllr D Bradley. It was agreed that the discussion would be centred on the procedural aspect only. Cllr S Dickens stated that the issue was not that the report had been produced but that he could not find an action in the minutes asking for it to be done. He agreed that with the statement that had been included with the document on the website, that this was now acceptable. 
Cllr D Bradley wished to record that at the meeting on 6th April 2011 with HDC and the Rural Site Enabler, it was minuted (min: 177 appendix 1) that EPC would be commenting on site classification. This then prompted the three councillors to do a tour of the village and reassess the sites. A draft report was then written and agreed by the three councillors before forwarding to all councillors for their comments. Cllr C Young had commented. The report was then finalised and forwarded to Mags Wylie, the Rural Housing Enabler. Therefore Cllr D Bradley believed that there was not an issue with the procedure followed. Cllr S Dickens said that the report had stated it was a draft which implied it was not finalised by EPC and that the procedure should be to have a draft approved internally and then finalised and then produced. Cllr P Todd agreed that had the minutes stated that the task was to be given to a working group then this would have prevented the ambiguity surrounding this issue and that the council would aim to be clearer on such issues in the future.
ALL

Cllr D Bradley made a general observation that on many occasions when a report has been issued by the council asking for comments or approval it is met with silence and that generally EPC needed to improve on their response. Cllr C Young concurred. Cllr S Dickens suggested that giving an end date for comments would prove useful. Cllr P Todd summarised that, with new councillors, EPC would inevitably work in a slightly different way as a Council.


ALL
43
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES,

The Chairman reported that he had attended the Minerals and Waste Meeting and had draft notes which he would circulate to all councillors.


PT
44
HIGHWAYS MATTERS,

Highways Bi-annual Meeting. 
This is currently being arranged with the new Area Manager, Dean Cronk, for the 26th or 27th July. Cllr D Bradley explained that EPC had instigated these meetings in the past and found them to be very useful. The Chairman suggested that if they wanted to discuss police road safety matters then it would helpful if the local Police Road Safety Officer or the local beat officer, PC Hoban, were invited to be present. 






Clerk

Cllr D Bradley agreed to devise an agenda and both he and the Chairman will attend.
DB/PT




Webb’s Corner  

Cllr D Bradley reported that nothing further had been received from Andrew Kettlewell on the proposed modifications. Cllr Anne Crampton (HDC) has been asked to contact Cllr Stephen Parker (HDC) who it is understood holds the purse strings on access to the Eversley fund of £25000 which is available for this project. This item will be on the agenda for the Bi-annual meeting.




DB
Fox Lane


The Clerk had received a somewhat discouraging email response from Stuart Jarvis. The gist was that HCC would not progress the proposal through further studies, as the scheme did not address one of the three main transport priorities in the Local Transport Plan (LTP3), could not be funded through developer contributions and did not address a current safety issue. Cllr David Simpson (HCC) has been asked to advise on how projects such as this get put into a queue to ensure that they are not forgotten.

DS







Poppy’s Project  

Cllr D Bradley suggested that EPC needs to consider how best to support this project and to follow up on the excellent work that has been done so far. Cllr J Hartle and Cllr S Dickens expressed their commitment to this project and believed that EPC could definitely help to make a difference. It was suggested that a small Working Party is set up to develop an Action Plan. Cllr C Young, who is the Hart Road Safety Council Representative agreed to action this.



CY
In the meantime, Hatty Masser has arranged a meeting in Arborfield on Monday the 6th June to discuss the extra traffic on the A327 arising from their projected Housing Development Project. The Chairman, Cllr D Bradley and Cllr S Dickens will attend.

PT/DB







/SD
B3272 Gas Pipeline Replacement  Work is continuing. The programme and any problems will be on the agenda for the Bi-annual Highways Meeting. Cllr D Bradley emphasised that the person responsible will attend the meeting in July and if any Councillors had any specific concerns to raise them to enable them to be included on the agenda.

DB
45
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 1 (C),


At 9.55pm the Chairman requested that Standing Orders be suspended in order to deal with the majority of items on the Agenda.  It was agreed to continue the meeting until 10.30pm and adjourn certain items until the next meeting if necessary.



ALL
At 10pm the member of the public left the meeting.
46
FLOODING AND SEWERAGE,


Thames Water Sewerage Problems
 Following the complaint made by EPC to the UK Council for Water, a body which oversees the performance of utility companies, there have been a number of prevaricating emails. The latest from a TWU Customer Relations Directors Office says “Unfortunately previous information received on flooding in the area was not specific. Once these details have been received we will then be able to provide you with a substantial update”. Cllr D Bradley explained that action has been awaited following a meeting with TWU personnel in July 2010 which we minuted and clearly defined the actions that were agreed. This latest email is both unbelievable and unacceptable. Cllr D Bradley will respond and copy again to the UK Council for Water.



DB

HDC Bi-Annual Meeting with Thames Water
This is scheduled for July. It has been attended by The Chairman and Cllr D Bradley in the past and is an opportunity to air grievances. The above situation will be reported. Cllr D Bradley felt that Cllr A Crampton (HDC) should also attend as all other Councillors were also represented by their District Councillor. Cllr D Bradley would ask her specifically to attend.


DB/AC

Webb’s Corner  


Flow modelling in order to reach decisions on the routing of surface water will be on the Bi-annual Highways Meeting Agenda. (See Highways). 


Warbrook Lane


There is an outstanding action on Warbrook House to arrange clearance of the ditch on the south side of the lane as far as Webb’s Corner. Cllr D Bradley stated that he would take over this action from retired Councillor Peter Tidey.







DB

Gully Clearance 


Cllr D Bradley reported that the problems outside Church Place Cottage continue. An email in February from Highways Dept. offered to look at carrying out a pipe survey associated with a drain that appeared to be permanently blocked. This was to be done, money permitting,  “in the new financial year”. This and monitoring the schedule of “regular” gully cleaning will be on the Bi-annual Highways Meeting Agenda.  

Cross Green Pond


There is an outstanding action on EPC to clear the exit from the pond. The Chairman and Parish Warden agreed to action this.

PT/PW

Firgrove Stream


The Clerk has requested the Environment Agency to inspect Firgrove Stream and awaits their response.


Clerk
47

SOCIAL NETWORKING,


Item deferred until 6th July 2011 due to the absence of Cllr A Ricketts.


Clerk

48
NALC FORMULA FOR REMUNERATION,

It was resolved to use the latest NALC formula for remuneration (NALC Employment Briefing E01-09) with reference to the Clerk’s salary.








49
CONTRACTS FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE BURIAL GROUND AND UP GREEN,


It was resolved to ask Open Spaces Committee to review the contracts for the maintenance of the Burial Ground and Up Green and the hourly rate of the Parish Warden.








Clerk

50     OTHER MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman),


Cllr D Bradley wished to raise two issues on Affordable Housing.
· Mags Wylie’s request for an informal meeting with EPC before the public meeting of 28th June

· The letter EPC had received from Mags Wylie asking all landowners if they were willing to sell their land, including land owned by EPC.

On the first matter, of the meeting, it was agreed that an early evening meeting after 13th June would be possible. Cllr D Bradley, Cllr S Dickens, Cllr C Young and Cllr P Arpino all expressed an interest in attending the meeting and are to let Cllr D Bradley know their availability.







SD/CY











/PA
Cllr P Arpino asked if EPC were aware of the price they would be given for their land. Cllr D Bradley replied that it would be in the region of £90-£100K. The Chairman clarified the wording of the letter received; stating that it enquired as to whether the landowner would be ‘prepared to the possibility of selling their land’ it in no way committed them to doing so. Cllr D Bradley asked all councillors what they wished the response of EPC to be. Cllr S Dickens replied that it would be difficult to respond as the decision lay with the community to decide. Cllr D Bradley agreed that a village referendum would be required and suggested a response stating that the matter would be under discussion and that a firm decision would not be possible before the closing date of 14th June.




DB
51

ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION,



Visit from the Archbishop of Uganda
The Clerk drew attention to the invite to the civic reception on 13th June and requested that any Councillor wishing to attend to please inform her as soon as possible.

Grit Bins



Cllr P Arpino requested grit bins for Chequers Lane. The Chairman confirmed that this could be added to the agenda for the Highways Meeting in July.


Lafarge Meeting


Lafarge have contacted the Clerk suggesting a meeting on Wednesday 6th July at 2pm with the aim of setting a quarterly schedule. (The Chairman, Cllr D Bradley,  Cllr P Arpino and Cllr S Dickens have since confirmed their attendance.)

GLEAM



Gleam written to thank EPC for its continuing support and generous donation.

Village of the year competition 

Closing date 21st June winner gets £500 (email 18/5)

NALC document: Planning for Traveller Sites - A consultation Traveller site consultation (email 18/5)

Training Course  



Cllr S Dickens and Cllr P Arpino are booked on the Core Skills for New Councillors Course 25th June 2011. Cost will be £25 each plus expenses.  
Royal Air Force Odiham 


On behalf of Group Captain Shell, Station Commander at Royal Air Force Odiham, I would like to take this opportunity to invite members of our Local Parish Councils to attend a presentation to be held in the Station Main Briefing Room on Thursday 30 June 2011 commencing at approximately 1830 hours.  I would be very grateful if you could confirm attendance no later than Wednesday 29 June 2011.
Cyclists’ Safety



The Chairman drew attention to the recent news report that cyclists on the Bramshill Road were being targetted by youths with pellet guns and urged all councillors to be viligant and to report anything on 999 or to PC Mark Hoban.

There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.26pm.

Chairman…………………………………………………Date………………………………………

