 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19TH JANUARY 2010 IN EVERSLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 9.00 PM FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL.


PRESENT:
Cllr P Todd

(Chairman)




Cllr D Bradley




Cllr D Newman




Cllr P Tidey




Cllr C Young 


ALSO PRESENT:
Mrs B Hawken, Clerk.  

Due to the unavoidable cancellation of the meeting of Eversley Parish Council to be held on 6th January 2010, it had been agreed to hold the meeting tonight. 

127
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE,

Apologies had been received from Cllr Janet Maughan, Hart DC.

128
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND DECEMBER 2009,


it was resolved that the Minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.


PT
129
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE EVERSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND DECEMBER 2009

Min 115:
Community Transport 

 



· Call & Go



A further update had been received from Chris Cornwell and EPC has been invited to the Hart Call & Go meeting on 10th February 2010 from 11am until 12.30am at HDC’s Civic Offices. This will cover information about the arrangements for the new service.  Cllrs Crampton and Bradley have been informed and EPC has been asked to confirm acceptance.  In addition to this EPC has received an email from Kevin Ings at HCC explaining that an invoice has been raised for EPC in the sum of £332.72 in respect of the contribution from Eversley Parish Council towards the Hart Call and Go Service for the period 1 August 2009 - 31 March 2010 as Rushmoor Voluntary Services are continuing to operate the existing service during this period.   As Eversley PC was not aware that the service had continued after the end of July 2009, or if its 3 regular users were aware of this, the Clerk has asked for a list of Eversley residents who have used the service in the period 1st August to date.  Kevin Ings states that negotiation meetings with prospective operators for the period 1 April 2010 onwards are nearing their conclusion and will be sending an update on the current situation to parishes shortly. 







Clerk
· Countrywide Travel Bus Service 82
     John Chadwick of Countrywide Travel had advised EPC of a new regular service the company is introducing between Reading and Farnborough via Eversley, commencing on 15th February 2010.  The Clerk confirmed that she had downloaded the timetable and re-formatted it for the Parish Magazine.  It was suggested that Countrywide be thanked for providing the service and be asked for several copies of the new timetable if these are held in leaflet form, to enable its promotion.  Cllr D Bradley suggested that a “Park and Ride” service might be organised using the car park at The Hatchgate in Bramshill.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Cllr Shaun Allison to discuss the matter.

Clerk
· Community Transport Questionnaire

Cllr D Bradley confirmed that he still wanted to go ahead with the questionnaire as there was a need to structure the parish plan.  He agreed to try and arrange an informal meeting to finalise the finer details.












DB


Fox Lane – Street Lighting


Immediately following the meeting, EPC was informed that a timer had been installed on the light so that it goes off at 23.30 hrs, therefore no enforcement action is needed. 

Planning Enforcement Services Policy

The Chairman explained that he had not submitted a response as because the consultation sought changes to details whilst he believed the document needed to be completely rewritten.

Min 126
 Eversley - Burglaries 

       PC Martin Bowman has confirmed that he has no knowledge of the purported burglaries, but he has heard other rumours along the same lines.  He confirmed that the police records system showed there had only been 2 house burglaries in the past 60 days and in the same period there had been 13 burglaries of sheds and out buildings.  He is unaware of the information about a car and 4 youths, or where it would have come from.   He was put in touch with Cllr Young regarding the source of the information.  

130
DIARY MATTERS,



Manor Farm Liaison Group.

It was agreed to remind Andrew Scott at CEMEX that he was supposed to be arranging a meeting of the group.



Clerk
131
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS,


None.

132
TREASURER’S REPORT,


The Treasurer passed out copies of the current account showing the situation as follows:

            Reconciliation

Balance in bank at 
End of December 2009 per Min 118/09

  
          11,305.83      
Lodgements December       




   475.00





               11,780.83

Cheque not yet cashed       




       8.00






          11,788.83
Cheques for payment     6th January 2010




Includes     Equipment for younger children at Lower Common 

as part of the grant from Veolia and fencing, gate, tree stakes
and artwork and signs for the Great A.




8,221.97

Balance in bank at 
End of January 2010


  
            3,566.86      
It was agreed that the cheques be signed by the Chairman.


All

Treasurer’s Note:

1
Due to bad weather there was no invoice from the Parish Warden in relation to the Burial Ground and Up Green or Nick Robins Ltd in relation to all grounds maintenance.  The Deputy Parish Warden’s hours were restricted due to the weather.

2
All items for the Great A have been ordered to comply with the grant.

3
The Equipment for Lower Common has to be paid for by the Parish Council and will be refunded by Veolia on receipt of confirmation that this has been done.  There are sufficient funds to allow this and to cover next month’s payments should there be a delay.  If necessary money can be transferred from the Reserve Account to cover emergencies.

133
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES,


ESA


Cllr D Bradley reported that the first use of the indoor training centre would be on Wednesday 20th January 2010.  The start up had been delayed due to bad weather.  He reported that the building in very impressive inside and the formal opening ceremony is now planned for March 2010.  


HDAPTC


The Chairman reported that he had attended the recent meeting and that notes, once received from HDAPTC, would be distributed.

Clerk
134
HIGHWAYS MATTERS,

The following updates relate to Min 120 of the report given on 2nd December 2009:

SID Data and Other Highways issues at Hart DC
John Foggo had contacted Janet Maughan with certain information which had been incorrect.  The Chairman explained that EPC had requested the full information from the SID sited in The Street, together with John Foggo’s suggestions of how to get the majority of traffic to respect the limit.  Cllr Bradley in response to an email request has also contacted Cllrs Ken Crookes and David Simpson regarding the SID Data for The Street.







Clerk

Webbs Corner




Andrew Kettlewell, has not yet provided a copy of the design proposal and a further request will be sent.  Cllr Bradley has also contacted Cllrs Ken Crookes and David Simpson, as above regarding the vehicle counts for Webbs Corner as no information has yet been provided.



Clerk/DB
HGV’s




The Clerk explained that John Bucket has retired and the new contact information given on the Hampshire website for Maria Normington was incorrect.  She has, however, contacted Maria Normington who is trying to establish who has taken over from John Bucket.  Despite several requests, no firm contact has been established.
A further email will be sent.
Clerk
New Mill Lane



The verge has still not been repaired, however as this would not have been possible during the bad weather it was agreed to allow Colin’s team more time to deal with it.  



Clerk

Plover Lane

      

This has not yet been dealt with, however as with New Mill Lane, this would not have been possible during the bad weather it was agreed to allow Colin’s team more time to deal with it.  


Clerk

Highways Meeting with HCC     


This was cancelled due to bad weather and the Clerk will contact Linda Turrell, Brian Millen’s PA to re-arrange.

Clerk


Village Hall – Dragons Teeth


Cllr Bradley reported that despite Helen Merrills assurances that everything would be dealt with under the B3272 Management Scheme, the missing dragons teeth had still not been fitted on the land at the Village Hall.  It was agreed to contact Helen Merrills.



Clerk

135
FLOODING 




Cllr D Bradley had provided a report which had been circulated by email.  An update was given on the items still outstanding from the previous minutes and additional observations made following the melting snow and rain over the weekend of the 16th/17th January have been added, as these confirm some previously reported trouble spots. 

Kits Croft


The Clerk explained that she had confirmed with the Chairman that it was uncertain who the landowners were and therefore it had been agreed not to contact anyone.

Marsh Lane

Brooklands – The Clerk had written to the householder but there had been no response as yet.  It was confirmed there were still problems and it was agreed to await a response.




Clerk






The following items were all reported to Colin Harris by email on 7th December: 

A further email will be sent updating him of the current situation.



· Marsh Lane

EPC to recommend to Highways that the curb be replaced by a similar bagged wall.  Additional observation:  Cllr Bradley suggested that Colin be informed that there is already a bagged defence at the kerb on the east side, above where there used to be a sluice gate.  He believes it makes sense to extend that defence.






· Marsh Lane / B3272 / Fox Lane – Cross Roads.  EPC to suggest to Highways that the pipe entering Fox Lane be inspected as it may be partially blocked.



· Chequers Lane  
EPC to alert Highways to surface water at Plum Hollow and the BT manhole cover.   Additional observation:  Water was exiting the southern boundary of the bungalow Chequers End, flowing across and down the lane, and threatening to enter properties on the eastern side that are low lying. The flow re-crossed the lane and into the new drain opposite to Turnpike Cottage. This drain was coping.

Hollybush Lane
EPC to remind Highways that there is an outstanding action to pipe the western soakaway ditch under the road into the main drainage ditch east of the road.  Cllr P Tidey reported that he, together with Parish Warden, Richard Notz, had attempted to clear the eastern ditch but its needs clearing professionally.  He had suggested that Andrew Sellick and the relevant Housing Association should be dealing with it. but Cllr Bradley believes the pipe here needs to be enlarged and this would need to be done by Highways.  Additional observation:  The result of the extra flow into the new drain at Turnpike Cottage was that the ditch at the Hollybush Farm corner overflowed across the lane. The western soakaway at the corner was also overflowing back across the lane.  As Highways has previously accepted an action to pipe this soakaway it is possible that enlargement of the existing adjacent pipe could be undertaken at the same time.

The downstream ditch and culverts were coping remarkably well though the culvert outside of No 1 Hollybush Cottages caused back up. Cllr Bradley offered to raise the matter with Colin Harris at their next site meeting.



DB
Please note:

Subsequent investigation confirmed Cllr Tidey’s conclusion that the principal problem was ditch blockage not pipe diameter.   

· Great A / A327
EPC to advise Highways that the pipes in the culvert under the A327 appear to be partially blocked.  Inform them that downstream of the culvert is not a problem. Flow is free and not to capacity.



· St Neot’s Road  
EPC to alert Highways to the large amount of surface water running down the road because verge run-off channels were either non existent or blocked.





The Clerk will update Colin Harris on all items.


Clerk

Warbrook Lane  

The level in the south-side ditch at the eastern (entrance) end of the lane was close to the road surface. This was caused, in part, by blockage of Culvert No 2 (adjacent to Rose Cottages). It was also caused by an accumulation of rubbish in the ditch which is extremely unsightly.  Culvert No 1 and the by-pass ditch across the allotments were coping. Culvert No 3 in the centre of the lane was nearing capacity.  EPC will re-request Warbrook House to clear the ditch and Colin Harris will be asked to clear the culvert.




Clerk










Clerk
Webb’s Corner

The water level in the ditch running down St Neot’s Road was high enough to cause water to emerge through the porous tarmac road surface and develop a pool half way across the entrance to Lower Common. Otherwise the drainage systems were coping remarkably well. Action is pending from the EA and Highways.
Sewerage Problems

Details of sewerage problems experienced by residents had been compiled by Cllrs Bradley and Todd and sent to Cllr Stephen Parker at Hart for submission to a meeting of the Scrutiny Committee members with representatives of Thames Water and the Environment Agency at Hart Civic Offices.  No response had been received and, following the Open Spaces meeting on 15th December, it was agreed to ask Cllr Parker if he would like a member of the Parish Council to be present at the meeting to answer any questions that might arise relating to the report.  This request was passed to Cllr Neighbour.   Problems have escalated and it was agreed that Sewerage should be removed from under the “Flooding” heading and considered as a separate agenda item.   
All
Cllrs Todd and Bradley agreed to discuss the matter further and it was agreed to contact Iris Thompson in Environmental Health at Hart DC to ask if pressure can be brought to bear from a Health and Safety position.  She will be sent copies of all recent emails relating to the sewerage problem.

Please note:  Immediately following this meeting an invitation was received from Ian Plummer, Senior Engineer, Technical Services & Environmental Maintenance at Hart DC, to attend a Meeting of Members with Thames Water, Environment Agency, HCC & Sentinel in the Council Chamber at 2pm on Tuesday 26th January 2010 where the report from Eversley Parish Council dated Nov 2009, would be raised under “New Areas of Concern”.  Cllr Bradley is unavailable but the Chairman has confirmed he will attend on behalf of EPC. 
PT 
 
Gullies – Mapping

     Cllr Bradley reported that he would attempt to arrange a meeting of the working party as soon as possible. 




DB
Rycroft Bund

Mr Bill Hundley has responded to EPC’s request that he open up a channel between the northern end of the bund and Footpath No 4 to allow any flood water to escape.  He is keen to assist but is also concerned that water can flow back onto his land.  The Chairman has taken a look at the area and confirmed that the river at the ford is below the sluice gate, therefore there is no chance that the water level below the sluice can be higher than that above it, ensuring that no water will flow back into the field.  Mr Hundley has asked for a further meeting with the Chairman and is willing to do what is reasonable to solve the problem.

Blackwater Valley Strategic Flood Assessment 
A report is still awaited from Cllr Janet Maughan on discussions with Cllr Stephen Parker.




JM




136

PARISH PRECEPT 2010/2011,


Cllr P Tidey reported that he had arranged an informal meeting of councillors to discuss presentation of background figures and priorities prior to the Council finalising the Precept.  The Clerk will inform Hart DC that confirmation of the Precept will be sent following the next EPC meeting on 3rd February.



Clerk

137

NHTS,






Following the distribution of the details of the current NHTS position in Eversley as perceived by EPC to Chris Joyce, as requested, with copies to Cllr Janet Maughan, John Elson and, more recently, Daryl Phillips, the Clerk confirmed that there had been no response at all from Chris Joyce.  Cllr Maughan had passed a copy to Cllr Ken Crookes, Leader of the Council as he is investigating the NHTS problem.  He confirmed that a full reconciliation is being done on NHTS contributions dating back to pre 2005 - for contributions made to, and money spent by, both HDC and HCC. Apparently the reconciliation for Fleet has been completed and Eversley Ward could be completed very soon.  As some time has passed since this information was given the details should be available but EPC has received no update.  The Clerk will contact Cllr Maughan.

JM

138

MEMBERSHIP OF NALC, 

The Chairman explained that Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) has become disgruntled with the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) and is considering discontinuing its membership.  It was agreed to write supporting HALC in whatever it decides to do and suggest that it work with other county associations to put pressure on NALC to make the necessary changes to the current regime. 

  Clerk

139

OTHER MATTERS OF URGENCY (at the discretion of the Chairman),

None.

140

ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION,

RAF Odiham

An invitation had been received from Flt Lieutenant Sheppeck to a presentation by the RAF Odiham Station Commander and UK Chinook Force Commander, Group Captain Steve Shell, on Wednesday 27 January 2010 between 1200hrs and 1400.  The theme of the presentation will be ‘The Future Rotary Wing Strategy’.   The Chairman and Cllr Bradley will attend if possible.

 

PT/DB

Gas Problems

Cllr D Newman reported that there had been numerous problems with water in gas pipes throughout Eversley, during and following the recent bad weather.  These appear to be being dealt with.

Rubbish Collections

      Collections had been badly affected by the weather and it was hoped that these would be back to normal soon.  The communication by Hart DC had been poor.


  There being no further items for discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00pm.


  Chairman……………………………………………….Date………………………………………
