	AFFORDABLE  HOUSING  IN  CHEQUERS  LANE ?

What’s the story ?  What’s going on ?

Have you had an alarmist leaflet from Shawn Dickens ?
This note is being hand-delivered to each of the one hundred properties 

in the Chequers Lane area, including Holly Close, Hollybush Lane, 

Sherlock Lea, Yeomans, Northwick, New Road and Up Green.

It is for your information, because you may 

be affected by a proposal under consideration in your area.   

It may be that someone in your family is waiting for more affordable 

homes to be provided in the village or you might be worried 

about the possible impact of additional housing close to you.

Affordable Housing   Eversley has a long history of making affordable housing available to residents.  In the 1700’s the Parish converted a house left to the church into four homes for poor families.  In the 1800’s and early 1900’s John Martineau had built a number of timber-framed buildings for the poor of the parish at Up Green, Longwater Road, Longwater Lane, Warbrook Lane and Lower Common.  In the early and mid 1900’s the Rural District Council built Council Houses in Hollybush Lane, Eversley Centre, Lower Common and Kingsley Road, although occupancy of these was not restricted to Eversley families.  Many of these houses have now been sold off and are no longer available at affordable prices to local people.  In the 1970’s, the flats and houses at Paul’s Field were developed for the elderly people of the parish.  Then, some new ‘council houses’ were provided at Sherlock Lea.

To address the particular needs of those still in housing need in rural parishes the Government brought in planning regulations that would permit building on sites outside, but adjacent to, settlement boundaries, subject to strict legal agreements to ensure that the houses remained available, in perpetuity, for local people in need of affordable housing.

A Housing Needs Survey around 1990 showed that there were 56 families or individuals in need of affordable housing in Eversley.  After many years of negotiations ten new houses were built at Westward Ho.  Despite very strong objections from neighbouring properties and a full public inquiry, the site was given permission and has been, for the most part, a great success.

Another Housing Needs Survey carried out in May 2008 showed that there were, then, 44 respondents in need, of whom 24 were in urgent need.  From an analysis of those specific needs it was established that 15 more affordable houses were required, as soon as possible.


	
	The Search for a Site  Eversley Parish Council agreed in June 2008 that it would like to start a search for another site or sites for up to 15 affordable homes for local people.  A desk-top study was carried out which identified 35 sites of up to an acre, next door to existing housing, that might be looked at as possibilities, regardless of ownership.  Hart District Council’s planning officers studied the sites in detail and ruled out all those that had, in their opinion, planning constraints that prevented development.  This left a list of only three sites and a fourth that had constraints, but might be considered favourably, because it was already in public ownership.  The owners of the three sites were contacted but only one was prepared to consider selling land for affordable housing.  This was the site on the east side of Chequers Lane, south of Annes Cottage, Sunnydene and St Martins/Orlando Engineering.

In January 2009, a public exhibition was held in Eversley Village Hall, to get residents’ views on the affordable housing project and on the sites that had been identified.  It was advertised in the Parish Magazine, Centre Stores, Charles Kingsley’s School and notice boards.  Forty-nine people attended and, of the 12 who commented, 9 were in favour of affordable housing on the identified site.  On the strength of that response; and, mindful of the possible effects on Chequers Lane; and, knowing that the site was within the Up Green Conservation Area; and, fully aware that it would not be “wholly welcomed” by near neighbours; Eversley Parish Council agreed to ask Hampshire County Council’s Rural Housing Enabler to proceed to the next stage.

It was not until October 2009 that negotiations between all the parties had got as far as a tentative proposal, for just nine units, that could be brought back for discussion with Eversley Parish Council.  Hyde Housing Association, the preferred housing provider of the Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordable Housing (HARAH), agreed that the next stage should be a Public Meeting to discuss the scheme and to allow neighbours and local residents to make their views known and to influence any proposed scheme in terms of its layout, design, etc., before any planning application was drawn up.

Unfortunately, during the last 8 months, negotiations with the landowner appear to have stalled.  The Rural Housing Enabler, Mags Wylie, and a representative of Hyde Housing Association, Chris Buchan-Hepburn, have been invited to the Parish Council’s Planning Committee on 20th July to give the Parish Council an update and explain where we go from here.  Whilst this meeting is public and everybody is welcome to attend, it is not the Public Meeting mentioned in the paragraph above.  That Public Meeting will be arranged if, and as soon as, there is any real possibility that an affordable housing scheme is likely and there are any real proposals to discuss.

Philip Todd, Eversley Parish Council Chairman
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