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OVER 80 LOCAL RESIDENTS DEMAND ACTION

86 people from Eversley, Finchampstead, Bramshill, Farley Hill and Yateley have put their names to a letter addressed to Wokingham Borough Council.  They object to the complete lack of consideration of the highway implications of the 3,500 new homes to be built at Arborfield.  They think the Council acted unlawfully when it adopted its new planning documents in October.   

The action followed a hastily called public meeting in Eversley on 5th December.  This was hosted jointly by Suzanne Craddock, a member of Eversley Matters, and Philip Todd, Chairman of Eversley Parish Council.  Local residents were asked to consider the effects of the new town to be built on their door step and, more crucially, what action they were prepared to take to force Wokingham to address their issues.

People’s major concern is that Wokingham has made no provision for highway improvements to cope with the increased traffic created by the development.  Wokingham Borough's Core Strategy, agreed in 2009, allocates 3,500 new dwellings at Arborfield Garrison.  Detailed transport studies should have been completed to inform decisions about the type of development and the required improvements to the A327 (both north and south).  These have yet to be done.  However, despite numerous objections that it was acting prematurely, Wokingham adopted its plans as Supplementary Planning Documents on 5th October 2011.

Residents have many other issues with the planning process, such as the lack of direct consultation and lack of proper consideration for residents outside the borough.  They fear that the lack of reference to Eversley in the planning documents leaves Eversley particularly vulnerable when planning applications are made.

The feeling of the meeting was one of strong opposition.  Residents gave their unanimous support for starting the legal process to make Wokingham Borough Council heed their concerns.  

Philip Todd said "As affected residents, we have reluctantly had to take the first steps towards a possible Application for a Judicial Review.  Wokingham was wrong to consult on draft planning documents before it had the transport evidence base to support them.  We now understand that the Arborfield Consortium says that it won’t pay for a bypass at Arborfield Cross, because Wokingham’s planning documents are ill-founded.  Wokingham’s plans leave all local residents at risk.  They need to be challenged.”

The Borough Council still has an opportunity to prevent the further expense of a Judicial Review.  However, Eversley residents have started a “Fighting Fund” so they can take the matter to the High Court for a decision, if needs be.

Residents were also warned that planning applications are being prepared for the Arborfield site, which includes large areas of farmland south of the Garrison.  These could be lodged with the Borough Council imminently.  Local residents will be able to make comments during the public consultation period.

Issued on behalf of Eversley Matters and Eversley Parish Council

______________________________________________________________________________

Further information

Also in attendance at the public meeting were Tim Wall (Team Leader of HCC's Highways Development Planning Team) and Hampshire County Councillor David Simpson.

Who is Eversley Matters?

Eversley Matters is a group of local mums, who originally came together earlier in the year to see what could be done to address speeding and improve general safety of pedestrians and cyclists travelling in and around Eversley.  This work has temporarily been put on hold in order to direct efforts towards the Arborfield Garrison development.

Summary of how Arborfield Garrison Development affects Eversley

· The development plan includes 1 x Secondary School, 2 x primary schools, a supermarket, 3,500 houses, district centre shops and a bus depot.  

· No provision made for the extra traffic this development will bring through Eversley and surrounding areas.  

· Sand and gravel for construction to be brought through Eversley on the B3272 and A327.  The construction period lasting until 2026.  

· The southern edge of the development site is less than 1 mile from Eversley (the cross roads with New Mill Road and Park Lane).

What have Eversley Parish Council and Eversley Matters been doing to date?

Working together EPC and EM have raised awareness of the development through an exhibition in the village hall. They have informed residents about the new period of consultation via a leaflet through all letterboxes.  They have organised residents to perform their own traffic survey – 14th July, and arranged a “park-in” on the Street – 4th October, which attracted local press and media coverage.

______________________________________________________________________________

Contact Information Only – NOT FOR PRINT

David Simpson, Hampshire County Councillor for Bramshill, Eversley, Hartley Wintney, Heckfield, Mattingley & Yateley West,  

e.mail :  david.simpson@hants.gov.uk 

mobile :  07740  456 439

Philip Todd, Chairman of Eversley Parish Council,

e.mail :  dressors@btopenworld.com   

website :  www.eversleyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Suzanne Craddock, Eversley Matters,

e.mail :  eversleymatters@hotmail.com
mobile :  07540  776 627


END
